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 Save the Amazon Rainforest 
 

ROADSHEET has, over the years, carried many articles 
reporting destruction of the Amazon rainforest, so often 
referred to as the lungs of the planet.  Needless to say, 

those articles have painted a very sorry picture and have given 
little hope for the future, but maybe … just maybe ... January 
gave us a glimmer of hope for the future.

Two articles in particular caught 
my attention. One full of gloom and 
doom but the other gave a very 
small glimmer of hope.  So to fully 
understand the problem, allow me 
to start with the gloom and doom. 

Sarah Brown reported on the superb 
Mongabay website that the Amazon’s tallest 
tree is at risk as deforestation nears. 

Protected swathes of primary Amazon 
Rainforest in the Paru State Forest in the north 
of Brazil became the fifth-most deforested 
conservation unit in October 2022, official data 
show. Illegal land-grabbing and cattle ranching 
leave environmentalists concerned about the 
protection of the region’s giant trees, including 
the tallest in the biome. 

“The amount of deforestation in [Paru State 
Forest] is little, but it has been suffering small 
numbers of deforestation since 2008,” Jakeline 
Pereira, a researcher from the Brazilian 
conservation non-profit Imazon, told Mongabay 
by phone. “It started moderately and then made 
some leaps, mainly since 2014.” 

Deforestation in Paru State Forest rarely 
went above 200 hectares (494 acres) per year 
before 2014, but suddenly tripled to 600 
hectares (1,483 acres) that year, data from the 
National Institute for Space Research (INPE) 
show. It hit an all-time high in 2019 with nearly 
1,400 hectares (3,459 acres) deforested — an 
area larger than Heathrow Airport in London — 
and another notable figure in 2021 with nearly 
1,100 hectares (2,718 acres) of forest loss. 

“It’s complicated because although the 
deforestation rate in Paru State Forest is not so 
high, there shouldn’t be any deforestation in this 
area,” Pereira said. 

Increases in deforestation across the 
Amazon are linked to criminal activity, which 
has flourished since current President Jair 
Bolsonaro took office in 2019. His aggressive 
budget cuts undermined the federal agencies’ 
capacity to punish criminals due to chronic 
funding shortages, leading to record-high 
deforestation rates in the last four years, 
including in protected conservation units and 
Indigenous lands. 

“What’s inside Paru State Forest are those 
individuals who invaded the conservation unit to 
put farms, to put cattle, to [illegally] extract gold 
and they’re getting close to the reserve’s giant 
trees,” Pereira said. 

The region is home to some of the 
Amazon’s largest trees, including the tallest of 
them all: a 400-year-old red angelim, standing 
at 88.5 meters (290 feet) high and almost 10 
meters in circumference. Discovered at the end 
of 2019, the tree is pictured above and stands 
the same height as a 30-story building. 

This giant tree can take up to 40 tons of 
carbon, almost the same as a hectare (2.4 
acres) of forest. “This forest is super important 
for the strategy of climate change protection,” 
Pereira said. “An important point is the carbon 
storage of this tropical forest.” 

The Paru State Forest is the world’s third-

largest sustainable-use conservation unit in a 
tropical forest, covering an area of 3.6 million 
hectares (8.9 million acres). As such, certain 
economic activities, such as collecting Brazil 
nuts and limited mining, are permitted for the 
few hundred people who live there, provided 
they have the appropriate authorization as 
outlined in by law. The forest sits within a 22 
million-hectare (54.3 million-acre) protected 
area known as Calha Norte in the state of Pará, 
forming the biggest block of protected areas in 
the world. 

“This region is an important area of endem-
ism, with several endemic species and threaten-
ed animal and plant species,” Luciano Montag, 
an associate professor at the institute of 
biological sciences in the Federal University of 
Para, told Mongabay by email. Calha Norte also 
contains communities of Quilombolas and Indig-
enous peoples, including uncontacted groups. 

Paru State Forest contains “multiple natural 
resources there, mainly Brazil nuts and timber,” 
Pereira said, adding that the land is important 
for the local economy. 

The authorized activities within the area 
involve little or no deforestation and any vegeta-
tion clearing is overseen by government officials 
to ensure minimal damage. Environmentalists 
are concerned about illegal deforestation that 
occurs without permission and is linked to 
individuals who live outside the reserve. 

Ensuring compliance with sustainable 
practices and monitoring illegal deforestation 
are among the tasks of the new Paru State 
Forest Advisory Board overseen by Semas, the 
environmental agency for the state government 
of Pará. The board began its work in 2010 and 
is renewed every two years, with the latest 
renewal taking place in November. It’s made up 
of 18 members of government and civil society 
representatives, including NGOs, community 
members, researchers, and public agencies. 

Its main role is to ensure adherence to the 
management plan, a document that guides 
types of permitted use of the territory. “The 
group is also responsible for overseeing or 
monitoring whether the government is really 
fulfilling its role,” said Pereira, who is a board 
councillor. “We are there as a civil society board, 
to treat and act in the protection of the 
conservation unit.” 

One of the challenges the group will face in 
protecting the region is fraudulent land claims, 
said Pereira. “We identified almost 99 illegally 
registered properties through the Rural 
Environmental Registry (CAR) inside the 
conservation unit,” she said. Land-grabbers use 
a legal self-declaration system to register and 
legitimize stolen land, which makes it easier to 
trade the property even when it’s still owned by 
the state. 

“All of this is a danger to the maintenance of 
this highly important conservation area,” Pereira 
said. Pará was responsible for the deforestation 
of 35,100 hectares (86,734 acres) in October, 
accounting for 56% of the 62,700 hectares 
(154,935 acres) deforested in the Amazon in the 
same period, data from Imazon show. This was 
the third-largest in the historical series (since 
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2008) for the month, second only to 2020 and 
2021. 

Annual data show that Pará experienced a 
21% drop in its deforestation rates this year, the 
“result of investment in public policies that 
favour sustainable land use and the fight against 
environmental crimes,” including surveillance 
and stronger law enforcement actions, 
according to a statement from the Pará 
government. The state accounted for 36% of all 
Legal Amazon deforestation in 2022 (INPE’s 
deforestation year runs from August to the 
following July), compared with 40% in 2021. 

Even with this reduction, vigilance is 
necessary to guarantee that protected areas 
remain intact, environmentalists warn. “Even 
with these conservation units, most are subject 
to exploitation of natural resources, mainly wood 
and ore,” Montag said. “The monitoring of 
mining and deforestation activities must be 
controlled and supervised.” 

Pereira said effective conservation 
strategies are key to ensure the region’s 
continued protection. “It’s critically important as 
a defence strategy for protecting against climate 
change.” 

 

OW for that tiny glimmer of 
hope for the future provided 
by Katy Watson and Alys 

Davies, reporting on the BBC News 
website. 

They gave hope that Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva, the new president of Brazil, will undo 

much of the environmental damage wreaked by 
his predecessor Jair Bolsonaro. The veteran 
left-wing politician, known widely as Lula, also 
led the country between 2003 and 2010 and in 
his first speech since his return vowed to rebuild 
a country in "terrible ruins", decrying the policies 
of his predecessor. 
 Juliana Barreto, from Lula's home state 
Pernambuco, told the BBC that her country was 
"a disaster" previously. 
 Shortly after being sworn in, Lula sought to 
instil a sense of hope in the people of Brazil and 
promised to "rebuild the nation and make a 
Brazil of all, for all". 
 Probably not even Lula thought this day 
would ever come. A return to the top job after 
two decades, despite a spell in prison after 
being convicted of corruption. The convictions 
were subsequently annulled in 2021. 
 Much of his speech to Congress was about 
unity and reconstruction. The two words are 
crucial in such a deeply divided country, hit hard 
by the pandemic and hugely polarised 
politically. 
 Lula knows that his ultimate challenge will be 
to convince those who feel he is a corrupt 
politician who belongs in jail that he does now 
belong in the presidential palace again and can 
be their leader too. 
 He pledged to undo the legacy of his 
predecessor's government, which he said 
involved depleting funding for education, health 
and the conservation of the Amazon rainforest. 
To huge cheers from those watching in 
Congress, he also promised to revoke Mr 

Bolsonaro's controversial gun laws immediately. 
In particular, he singled out Mr Bolsonaro's 
Covid-19 policies, accusing him of causing a 
"genocide" of deaths in Brazil during the 
pandemic, which would need to be fully 
investigated. 
In another noted change of policy from the 
Bolsonaro administration one of Brazil's best 
known climate activists, Marina Silva, was re-
appointed to head the environment and climate 
ministry. She will be expected to achieve Lula's 
pledge, which was repeated during his speech, 
to reach "zero deforestation" in the Amazon by 
2030. 
 So just maybe there is hope that the Amazon 
rainforest will be saved from further destruction 
and, maybe, even restored.  The jury is out and 
only time will tell. 
 

K, it’s all well and good me 
sitting here pontificating 
about the destruction of the 

Amazon Rainforest, but what can 
we do to prevent it?   

There is still time to save some of the most 
threatened species and ecosystems that have 
been pushed so close to extinction that they will 
perish unless we intervene. In Brazil, tre-
mendous progress has been made in restoring 
the population of the Golden Lion Tamarin 
which resides in the dwindling Atlantic Forest. 
According to the World Wildlife Fund for Nature, 
the species has recovered "from a low of 200 
wild animals recorded in the early 1970s ... [to 
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its] 1,000th wild birth in March 2001." 
The restoration of entire ecosystems is most 

possible in regions where parts or at least 
remnants of the original forest still remain and 
there are few human population pressures. 
Small clearings surrounded by forest recover 
quickly and large sections may recover in time 
especially if we provide some assistance in the 
reforestation process. After several years, a 
once barren field can once again support 
vegetation in the form of pioneer species and 
secondary growth. Although the secondary 
forest will be low in diversity and poorly 
developed, the forest cover will be adequate for 
some species to return (assuming they still 
exist). In addition, the newly forested patch can 
be used for the sustainable harvest of forest 
products and low intensity logging. 

Tracts of replanted forest may have ecolog-
ical returns in addition to economic ones. In the 
short term, forests absorb large amounts of 
atmospheric carbon and the more trees that are 
replanted, the more atmospheric carbon will be 
sequestered. Replanting and rehabilitating 
secondary forests around the world has 
tremendous potential for offsetting greenhouse 
gas emissions. Furthermore, rehabilitated forest 
lands can attract ecotourists and sustain some 
native forest wildlife. 

The extension of protection to critically 
important habitats within the Amazon region is 
key to maximizing survival of biodiversity in 
Brazil. Paramount to the success of conserv-
ation efforts are: 

•  prioritising areas for protection by 
focusing on biological hotspots 

• ensuring sufficient enforcement agencies 
and funding exist for the maintenance of 
protected areas 

• encouraging the involvement of locals. 
The fate of protected areas rests largely in 
the hands of local people and only by 
improving their living condition can we 
expect conservation efforts to be success-
ful. Conservation cannot come at the 
expense of local people; local people 
must be made both partners and 
beneficiaries in conservation, and not 
enemies of it. 

Perhaps the best way to address deforest-
ation in Brazil is developing a new conservation 
policy based on the principle of sustainable use 
and development of rainforests. Sustainable 
development is a phrase that has been used 
regularly over the past decade, but critics will 
quickly tell you that collecting fruits, latex, and 
nuts from the rainforests is not enough make a 
living let alone support a growing economy. 
"Sustainable development" should be consider-
ed an underlying philosophy to be applied via 
policy to various agents and industries involved 
in the use and development of rainforest lands 
and resources. 

For thousands of years parts of the Amazon 
has been managed to sustain productive 
agriculture and at times, sustain dense human 
populations. It is estimated that more land was 
under cultivation in the Amazon on the eve of 
the arrival of Columbus than is today. The fact 
that certain forms of agriculture are possible is a 
vital consideration for the sustainable, economic 
development of tropical rainforests. 

Incorporate the techniques of indigenous 
Amazonians into agricultural projects in the 
rainforest to increase the productivity of 
degraded forest lands and promote sustainable 
use of forest resources. Through agroforestry, 
polycultural fields, and floodplain orchards out-
right destruction of rainforests can be avoided, 
while improving economic efficiency and provid-
ing a source of income for rural poor 

What is desperately needed is a new form 
of forestry that departs from the older mentality 
where forests only exist to serve immediate 
human demands and are non-exhaustible 
resources. New forest management adds both 
rural development and conservation projects to 
traditional tree harvesting and aims to keep 
forests as functional ecological systems while 
providing multiple economic benefits. 

Restrict the trade of certain rainforest tree 
species. In 2002, CITES did just that with 
mahogany, but Brazil still has a way to go in 
terms of enforcing existing forestry laws 
governing the extraction of certain tree species. 
Native Amazonians still face violent encroach-
ment by illegal loggers seeking mahogany. 

By ending subsidies for saw mills and road 
construction, logging of tropical rainforests will 
become more accurately reflect the true costs of 
harvesting. 

Use reduced impact logging. Reduced 
impact logging practices including: 1) cutting 
climbers and lianas well prior to felling; 2) 
directional tree felling to inflict the smallest 
impact on the surrounding forest; 3) establishing 
stream buffer zones and watershed protection 
areas; 4) using improved technologies to reduce 
damage to the soil cause by log extraction; 5) 
careful planning to prevent excess roads which 
give access to transient settlers; 6) reducing 
wood waste for cut areas (anywhere from 25-
50% of the wood from a given cleared patch is 
wasted); and 7) limiting the gradient of roads to 
prevent excess erosion. 

Establish plantations on degraded lands. 
Forest plantations are essentially tree crops 
planted for the particular purpose of providing a 
specific source for wood products. 

Clearing for pastureland and land specu-
lation purposes is a major cause of tropical 
forest loss, especially in Latin America. Cattle 
are an attractive investment for Amazonian 
farmers because they are a highly liquid capital 
asset with low marginal costs once forest has 
been cleared. Cattle are used to establish land 
claims on otherwise "unoccupied" rainforest 
land and can be used as a hedge against 
inflation. 

Eliminate tax incentives and land policies 
which encourage conversion of forest to 
pasture. 

Increase productivity on existing pasture 
land by introducing agroforestry techniques and 
using "non-ploughing farming," 

Under Brazilian law, much of the Amazon is 
essentially an open access resource so there 
little incentive for squatters, farmers, or develop-
ers to use forest lands or resources in a 
sustainable manner. Simply clear some land 
then move on to another area when the land is 
no longer viable. Developers can also acquire 
rights to unoccupied forest land simply by 
"using" it for at least one year and a day -- 
typically by burning the native forest and 
establishing some cattle on the land. 

To remedy this wasteful use of land, law-
makers in Brazil should consider laws that 
restrict these practices. Or maybe lawmakers 
could enforce some of the existing laws like the 
1996 law that forbade Amazon landowners from 
cutting more than 20% of the forest on their land. 
For whatever reason the laws on the books are 
not that effective. Deforestation has increased 
dramatically in the past couple of years. 

Brazil has a number of laws on the books 
that theoretically should slow Amazon deforest-
ation and encourage sustainable use of forest 
resources. The problem is, IBAMA, Brazil's 
Environmental Protection Agency, is woefully 
under-funded. In 2003, the entire budget for 
environmental law enforcement in Brazil was 

$9.5 million. $9.5 million to police Earth's 5th 
largest country (roughly the size of Australia, 
Spain, and Germany combined) having the 
world's biggest expanse of tropical wilderness. 

Between the lack of resources, rampant 
corruption, and questions as to whether IBAMA 
even has any legal authority to enforce the law, 
the agency only collects 6.5% of the fines it 
imposes. 

IBAMA estimates that 80% of all logging in 
the Amazon is illegal, but there's relatively little 
it can do about it. To effectively enforce existing 
environmental law, IBAMA is going to need 
more resources. 

In conclusion, Brazil is a land of remarkable 
beauty and unsurpassed biological diversity. 
For this reason, deforestation in the Amazon is 
especially troubling. While environmental losses 
and degradation of the rainforests have yet to 
reach the point of collapse, the continuing 
disappearance of wildlands and loss of its 
species is disheartening. 

Biodiversity is makes life on Earth liveable 
for our species. By extinguishing hotbeds of 
biodiversity like the Amazon rainforest we are 
destroying a part of ourselves. Biodiversity will 
recover after humanity is gone, but in the 
meantime, the continuing loss of our fellow 
species will make Earth an awfully crowded, but 
lonely place. 

Past extinctions have shown it takes at least 
5 million years to restore biodiversity to the level 
equal to that prior of the extinction event. Our 
actions today will determine whether Earth will 
be biologically impoverished for the 500 trillion 
or more humans that will inhabit the earth during 
that future period. 

The extinction event that is occurring as you 
read these words rivals the extinctions caused 
by natural disasters of global ice ages, planetary 
collisions, atmospheric poisoning, and vari-
ations in solar radiation. The difference is that 
this extinction was conceived by humans and 
subject to human decisions. We are the last, 
best hope for life as we prefer it on this planet. 

So come on Lula.  Show your colours and 
get to grips with it. 
 

ADLY, the Amazon is not the 
only rainforest in need of 
urgent help. Laura Bicker, 

BBC News, Manila, recently report-
ed a fight to save what's left of 
another vital rainforest. 

Francisco Elle is haunted by the faces of 
children he could not save. It's what drives him 
deep into the dense rainforests of the vast Sierra 
Madre Mountain range day after day, carrying a 
heavy wicker bag full of fresh saplings on his 
shoulders. His lean figure ducks under a thick 
ceiling of leaves. Even with his glasses falling to 
the end of his nose, he manages to avoid being 
tripped by exposed tree roots as he hurries 
along a faint trail to his latest tree planting site. 

Following him is tough going, especially as 
clouds roll down the hillside brushing the tips of 
the branches with a fresh mist of rain. 

He once made a living chopping down these 
trees which had taken centuries to grow. Now in 
his 50s, he has turned from illegal logger to 
forest ranger after witnessing what he describes 
as "nature's revenge". 

More than 1,000 people were killed when 
Francisco's village, along with several others, 
was washed away by a landslide in December 
2004. 

"I saw lifeless children all lined up on the 
street while the houses were all destroyed. 
There weren't any houses left, even ours was 
gone. When I remember the things we did, I feel 
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helpless," he said during one of the few breaks 
he was willing to take that day. 

Does he feel guilty about his past? He turns 
away in tears. After several minutes, he 
answers: "I blame myself. Maybe if I didn't cut 
trees, maybe it wouldn't have happened." 

The Sierra Madre, Filipinos will tell you, is 
the backbone of Luzon, the main island of the 
country. Some even describe the mountain as 
their mother and protector. Stretching for more 
than 500km (310 miles) from north to south, her 
uneven, rugged peaks are thought to shield the 
64 million people who live there, including those 
in the capital Manila, from the worst of the strong 
typhoons which barrel in from the Pacific Ocean. 

However, 90% of the original rainforest is 
now gone. Illegal logging, mining and quarrying 
have taken a toll and without the tree roots for 
stability and the vast canopies of the forest to 
absorb the heavy rains, landslides and flash 
floods are becoming more common, especially 
as the frequency and the severity of the storms 
increase. 

"People say illegal logging is destroying 
nature, but God gave all this to us so we can use 
it," says Marc. He is in his mid-50s and makes a 
living illegally cutting down wood for housing 
and other construction projects. 

He shows off a chainsaw that he bought 
after selling his cow seven years ago. It's a 
prized possession because chainsaws are 
registered here - just like guns. 

Marc says the authorities will only "catch 
him when he is dead". He and his wife Grace 
live deep in the forest in a small woven bamboo 
hut with a corrugated iron roof which seems to 
defy gravity. It is built on a sloping hillside 
surrounded by coconut trees. 

Their last big order was in March. It took 
around a month to complete with the help of 
others and earned them around $300 (£250), 
which amounts to 16,500 pesos. The orders 
come from a middle man. But getting the wood 
to them is a difficult process. 

"We wait until midnight because we are 
hiding from the soldiers and forest rangers. We 
will get paid a week after that. 

Despite the risk, logging is the only source 
of income for some of the poorest Filipinos. 

"My message to people is to not get angry 
at us because we don't actually want to do this," 
Marc says. "We can only get our money for 
basic necessities from farming our land. Others 
can afford to get mad because they have other 
sources of livelihood but for us, we have none." 

Alas, Francisco says that doesn't change 
the fact that they still have to face the 
devastating impact of logging. "We did not know 
what we were doing, we just cared about getting 
money for our food every day because there 
were no other sources of livelihood. We would 
dig even the roots of the trees we cut. We would 
cut down all the trees in an area of the forest 
until there were no large trees left." 

Now, he believes, chopping down "just one 
piece of wood… is one of the greatest sins 
against nature". 

Near a flowing stream, he lays down his 
heavy bag of saplings and directs an army of 
volunteers working for the Haribon Foundation - 
a dozen men and women carrying bags of 

saplings that weigh up to 15kg. Some are 
wearing flip flops, but they are still sure-footed 
as they clamber up the steep bank through 
cloying mud. 

Under the rainforest canopy, Francisco 
vows to keep working to ensure "history will not 
repeat itself". 

"Our enemy now is flash flooding," he says. 
"Even my children, I teach them to plant trees, I 
tell them not to follow those who do logging." 

The clouds dip a little lower and the first 
drops of rain splash down onto the leaves. The 
volunteers continue to plant, unfazed. The 
saplings are narra trees - the fast-growing 
national tree of the Philippines. In 10 years, they 
hope this part of the forest will be green again. 

Replanting trees in the Sierra Madre is a 
long, difficult and even dangerous job. 

Like rainforests everywhere, this one too is 
home to a conflict between those desperate to 
make a living and those desperate to preserve 
life. And the risk of that conflict becoming deadly 
is high. 

A Global Witness report identified the 
Philippines as one of the most dangerous 
places in the world to be an environmental or 
land rights activist. 

"Once, we called out to someone to tell 
them to stop cutting trees. They told us that they 
might kill us," Francisco says. 

"I told them that we weren't there to pick a 
fight and we were just explaining what will 
happen to all of us if they continue what they do. 
I said 'you won't be the only one affected, it's all 
of us'." He says they had a frank discussion and 
peacefully went their separate ways. 

That's not always the outcome however. At 
least 270 people have been killed in the last 10 
years defending these rainforests. Two forest 
rangers who work for the Masungi Georeserve 
in the south of the Sierra Madre Mountain range 
were shot and wounded in 2021, which prompt-
ed the reserve to call for urgent protection for 
their staff. 

The Department of Environment and 
National Resources has also made calls over 
the last few years for their forest rangers to be 
armed, but rangers are not the only ones 
vulnerable to attacks by armed illegal loggers. 
114 of the environmental activists killed in the 
Philippines were from indigenous communities. 

The Philippines is losing around 47,000 
hectares of rainforest each year, according to 
the Forest Management Bureau of the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources. 
That's an area around the size of 87,700 football 
fields. It is also thought to have the highest 
number of threatened species in the world. The 
majority is lost to logging, but the battle isn't just 
over timber. 

This vast mountain range is also rich in 
copper, gold, nickel, chromite and limestone 
and that is big business in a developing country 
keen to rebuild its economy after being battered 
for nearly three years by the pandemic. There 
was a moratorium on new open-pit mining 
projects until 2021, but several companies have 
long-standing permits to use nearby land. 

"We need a comprehensive review of all the 
permits given for mining," says Tony La Vina, 
associate director for climate policy and inter-
national relations at the Manila Observatory. 

"There are well-documented links between 
politicians and mining companies in the 
Philippines. Logging and mining have fuelled 
the political careers of many local and national 
politicians. That link has to be broken." 

Getting a true picture of the scale of mining 
projects along the Sierra Madre Mountain range 
which spans 10 provinces is difficult. The BBC 
contacted local officials in each province to find 

out how many permits they had issued in the last 
five years. Only those in one province, Rizal, 
responded. They said that they had issued three 
permits for "mineral extraction", but that the land 
owners had "prior rights" which allowed them to 
also mine in the protected area. 

The Department of Environment and 
National Resources, which issues mining or 
quarrying permits, is also yet to respond to the 
BBC's request for a comment.  

To complicate matters further, the same 
department employs hundreds of forest rangers 
to protect the Sierra Madre. 

It captures the contradiction developing 
countries face in their fight against climate 
change. Their growing populations need 
houses, roads and jobs but the infrastructure 
and industries that provide those are often also 
responsible for the deforestation and flooding 
that threaten their future. 

These countries are hoping richer nations 
will help. The Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Indonesia and Brazil, home to 52% of 
the world's rainforests, announced that they will 
work together to secure "payments to reduce 
deforestation". 

The Philippines has turned to China to help 
fund a huge dam to meet the rising demand for 
water in Metro Manila, Rizal and Quezon. 
Officials argue the benefits of the project 
outweigh the disruption to the environment, but 
others fear it will further erode precious flora and 
fauna, and pave the way for other 
developments. 

When severe storms threaten Luzon, the 
priorities change. Quickly. In September, as 
super typhoon Noru made landfall in the 
Philippines, #SaveSierraMadre trended on 
Twitter. TV Networks were filled with pundits 
who praised the forest for protecting the island. 

"We can't just have one use for the Sierra 
Madre, but we have to prioritise," Mr La Vina 
says. "We should not develop infrastructure that 
will kill or defeat all the other uses of the Sierra 
Madre. The stakes are much higher now." 

The competition for resources in the Sierra 
Madre comes at a time when the country might 
need their mother mountain's protection more 
than ever. The Philippines is one of the most 
disaster-prone countries in the world and now, it 
is also one of those most vulnerable to climate 
change. 

Mr La Vina is hopeful: "I know there are 
many out there working hard to protect our 
forests and awareness is growing. If we keep 
moving forward, we have a greater chance now 
of success than ever before." 

However, that's not a feeling shared by 
those who are on the frontlines. 

Mother Mila Llagas lives next door to a 
quarry in Rizal that is under investigation after 
her neighbourhood of scattered bamboo huts 
along a river was submerged by a flood. She 
now keeps her prized possessions in a bag, 
along with essentials for her and her children. 

"I was born here. Those mountains there 
above, they were okay, we didn't experience 
flooding back then," she says, pointing to the 
steep mountainside above the river. Some of 
her neighbourhood has been sliced away and is 
no longer green with trees. Instead it is a grey 
stone quarry. 

Now, she adds, there are not trees to absorb 
the rains and "nothing" to stop the river when it 
swells. Everyone is wary of the future. We can't 
do anything, we don't have any power to stop 
those things." 

 
Enjoy Broadsheet 
 
 John Fleetwood
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Forests Recovering from Logging 
Act as a Source of Carbon 

 

An article by Hayley Dunning published on www.imperial.ac.uk/news 
 

ROPICAL FORESTS that are recovering from having trees removed were thought to be 
carbon absorbers, as the new trees grow quickly. A new study, led by Imperial College 
London researchers, turns this on its head, showing that the carbon released by soil and 

rotting wood outpaces the carbon absorbed by new growth. 

The researchers say the result 
highlights the need for logging 
practices that minimise collateral 
damage to improve the sustain-
ability of the industry.  

The study, which monitored carbon in 
forests in Malaysian Borneo as part of the 
Stability of Altered Forest Ecosystem (SAFE) 
Project, was published on 9 January 2023 in 
Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences. 

First author Maria Mills, who began the work 
at Imperial and completed it at the University of 
Leicester, said: “Our results show that for the 
tropical forest we studied, logged areas are a 
source of carbon even a decade after logging 
has occurred. This means we need to reassess 
their role in global carbon budgets. We can no 
longer apply the blanket assumption that they 
are carbon sinks.” 

Lead researcher Dr Terhi Riutta, now at the 
University of Exeter, said: “A lot of the carbon 
released in recovering forests is from collateral 
damage – trees that have died as a result of 
damage during the logging operations left to rot, 
and from disturbed soil. 

"Logged forests still have value. We know 
they have a unique biodiversity, so making sure 
they are also not releasing extra carbon through 
better logging practices will boost their 
sustainability.” 

Many previous studies of recovering forests 
have focused on measuring tree growth to 
estimate the amount of carbon 
taken from the atmosphere. The 
new study also measured how 
much carbon was coming from 
the ground (soil and dead wood) 
to calculate the carbon budget 
from the incoming and outgoing 
carbon flows for logged and 
unlogged (old-growth) forest. 

Logged forest plots in the 
study had experienced logging at 
different stages over the prior few 
decades. The measurements 
were taken between 2011 and 
2017. 

To measure the carbon 
released from the ground, 
researchers used a portable 
carbon dioxide monitor to test 
patches of ground and pieces of 
deadwood in several plots 
monthly for several years. The 
team had also set up a 52-metre-
tall tower above the forest 
canopy to continuously measure 
the ‘flux’ of carbon into and out of 
the forest to see whether it was a 

net source or sink of carbon. The tower is 
pictured below. 

They found that unlogged forested areas 
are generally carbon neutral, but that 
moderately and heavily logged tropical forest 
areas are a carbon source. They estimate an 
average carbon source of 1.75 +/- 0.94 tonnes 

of carbon per hectare within moderately logged 
plots and 5.23 +/- 1.23 tonnes of carbon per 
hectare in severely degraded plots, with 
emissions continuing at these rates for at least 
one decade after logging. 

Co-author Professor Rob Ewers, from the 
Department of Life Sciences at Imperial, said: 

“The measurements from the 
tower show us whether the forest 
area is a source or a sink of 
carbon, and the soil monitoring 
tells us why this is. From these 
measurements, we know logged 
forests are still a source of carbon 
up to a decade after they have 
been logged, and that this 
primarily comes from organic 
matter in the soil or from rotting 
wood.” 

The team say carbon 
monitoring should be conducted 
in other forests in different 
regions to build a more accurate 
picture of how logged forests 
contribute to global carbon 
budgets. 

‘Tropical forests post-logging 
are a persistent net carbon 
source to the atmosphere,’ by 
Maria B Mills et al is published in 
Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. 
 
 

T 

http://www.imperial.ac.uk/news
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2214462120
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2214462120
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2214462120
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Europe and Polar Regions Bear Brunt 
of Warming in 2022 

 

By Matt McGrath, BBC Environment Correspondent 
 

HE POLAR REGIONS and Europe were hit hardest by global warming in 2022, according 
to a new analysis. The data from Copernicus, the EU's climate monitoring service, says 
2022 was the fifth warmest year globally. Europe experienced its warmest summer, with 

temperatures increasing by more than twice the global average over the past three decades, 
faster than any other continent.  

The last eight years are now also 
the warmest eight yet recorded. 
Last year saw a continuation of a 
pattern of global warming that has 
become the new normal, say 
Copernicus scientists. 

While the La Niña weather event helped to 
cool the oceans for the third year in a row, global 
temperatures were still approximately 0.3°C 
higher in 2022 than the 1991-2020 reference 
period. 

Researchers say this means that last year 
was close to 1.2°C above the 1850-1900 period, 
taken as the start of global industrialisation. 

Europe and the polar regions were at the 
sharp end of this high heat with records in many 
western European countries broken including 
the UK, with summer heatwaves and intense 
droughts hitting many parts. 

Even the normally cooler month of October 
in Europe was some 2°C above average last 
year. 

While the west of the continent was 
extremely hot, colder weather in northern and 
eastern countries saw the year overall drop to 
second warmest in Europe. 

"We're already experiencing climate change 
now," said Samantha Burgess, deputy director 
of the Copernicus Climate Change Service. 

"The heatwaves that we saw in Europe over 
the summer, but also the spring, and also the 
autumn ... many people will remember the 
heatwave that we had over the New Year's 
period as well. So we're seeing heatwaves, not 
only in the summer, but in the rest of the 
seasons." 

Over the past 30 years, temperatures in 
European countries have increased by more 
than twice the global average.  

According to the Copernicus service, 
Europe has the highest rate of temperature 
increase of any continent in the world. This is 
due to a number of factors, say researchers. 
Land areas are warming faster than the seas, so 
this is helping make Europe warmer. Another 
factor is proximity to the Arctic, which is warming 
at around four times the global average. 

Part of the reason is that ice is more 
reflective and less absorbent of sunlight. When 
ice melts it reveals darker areas of land or sea, 
and this results in increased sunlight absorption 
and thus warming. 

Apart from Europe there were significant 
record heat events in the Middle East, Central 
Asia and China with heatwave conditions in 
Pakistan and parts of India. 

The two polar regions again saw record high 
heat with temperatures in some places rising by 

more than 2°C above the 1991-2020 average. 
In north-western Siberia, temperatures 

reached 3°C above the average. 
At Vostok in Antarctica, the mercury 

reached -17.7°C, the warmest in the weather 
station's 65-year history. 

The centre of Greenland also recorded 
values that were 8°C higher than average during 
September. 

Looking at the global picture, the last eight 

years were all more than 1°C above the long-
term average. This is getting closer to breaching 
the 1.5°C threshold that's a key limit for the Paris 
climate agreement. 

"If we do a fairly simple linear extrapolation, 
and if we look at the current level of emissions 
and current level of warming, we will hit 1.5°C 
sometime in the early 2030. So we're already 
living on borrowed time effectively and borrowed 
emissions as well," said Samantha Burgess. 
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Last year also saw the impact of a number 
of extreme events linked to climate change, with 
flooding in Pakistan perhaps the most 
destructive, with large loss of life. 

Across the world, levels of warming gases 
also increased, with methane going up by more 

than the average of recent years. 
Another cause for concern will be the 

carbon output from forest fires, with France, 
Germany, Spain and Slovenia all experiencing 
their highest summer wildfire emissions in 20 
years. 

Further insight into the state of the climate 
in 2022 will come later this week when a number 
of other meteorological agencies will report their 
data.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Green Vision Struggles to Take Root 
in Europe’s Cities 

 

By Jon Henley, Europe Correspondent for The Guardian 
 

ROM Madrid to Berlin and Paris to Budapest, scientists and planners agree, trees, trees 
and yet more trees can help make Europe’s cities more comfortable, even survivable, over 
the coming years as global heating strengthens its grip, but concrete pavements, high-

rise buildings, historical squares and underground car parks are a hostile environment for trees 
and authorities are finding it hard to plant more. In fact, many EU cities are less green than they 
were a century ago. 

Christophe Najdovski, deputy 
mayor for revegetation and green 
spaces on Paris city council, said 
“It’s a massive challenge. We know 
with enough trees we can lower the 
city’s summer temperature by up to 
8°C. They’re basically natural air-
conditioning, but planting them 
isn’t always easy.” 

The latest report from the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change could not be much 
clearer: trees in cities combat climate change 
both directly, by storing carbon, and indirectly, 
by cooling urban areas down, reducing energy 
demands. 

They also offer city dwellers what the report 
calls “multiple co-benefits”: improved air quality, 
reduced heat stress, fewer “urban heat islands” 
caused by streets and buildings absorbing and 
retaining heat, “improving mental and physical 
health”. 

For city halls, in short, planting more trees 
should be a no-brainer, but according to the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, tree numbers in many of 
Europe’s cities have been falling since the early 
1990s, with some large conurbations losing as 
much as 10% of their cover. 

In part, experts say, that is because older 
trees from the late 19th and early 20th centuries 
– those that have survived successive gener-
ations of urban planners’ efforts to make more 
space for cars – are starting to reach the end of 
their lives. 

However, it is also because of the technical 
difficulties, and cost, of planting new trees. 
According to Ana Luisa Soares, a landscape 
architect at the University of Lisbon, a new tree 
can cost a city administration as much as €2,000 
(£1,740) over five years. 

“You need to buy the tree,” Soares said. 
“You have to plant it, water it, especially in the 
first five years when it is most vulnerable. Life is 
hard for a tree in a city: compacted soil, polluted 
air. You have to maintain it, prune it, treat it for 
disease. When you’re talking tens of thousands 
of trees, it’s a huge investment.” 

The advantages, for city dwellers, seem 

clear. “We need trees,” she said. “They are 
important for all of us, residents and visitors. 
They give us more shade, better air quality, 
lower temperatures, natural beauty. Basically 
more trees mean happier people. We know this 
and they will be even more vital in the future”. 

However, while the costs are easily 
quantifiable, the benefits are less so. Worse, 
said Soares, the environmental, social, eco-
nomic, aesthetic, and health benefits trees 
provide “are often simply ignored, because 
cities are looking simply at managing costs”. 

In an effort to put a monetary value on trees’ 
benefits, Soares adapted a US software 
program, trees, and fed it data from Lisbon’s 
41,000-odd trees. She found that while the trees 
cost about $1.9m annually, the services they 
provided were worth $8.4m. 

“So for every $1 a city invests in its trees, 
residents get about $4.5 in benefits,” she said: 
energy savings of about $6.20 per tree, carbon 
reduction worth $0.33, removal of air pollution 
$5.40, and reduced stormwater runoff $47.80. 
Trees were also found to add significantly to 
property values. 

The European Commission last year 

proposed a draft regulation requiring the bloc’s 
27 member states to ensure that at least 10% of 
the surface area of all cities, towns and suburbs 
be planted with trees by 2050, and to commit to 
no loss of green space 

However, cost is not the only obstacle facing 
city planners. Often, said Najdovski at Paris’s 
Socialist and Green-controlled city hall – which 
over the past two years has embarked on one of 
Europe’s most ambitious tree-planting 
programmes - cities simply cannot plant trees 
where they would like. 

“The biggest issue is underground 
infrastructure. The metro, gas pipes, power and 
phone cables, car parks … You need a certain 
depth of soil under a tree. We would love to plant 
all along the rue de Rivoli, which crosses the city 
centre from east to west, but unfortunately the 
metro is directly underneath.” 

Elsewhere, guaranteeing access for 
emergency vehicles along narrow streets can 
prove an obstacle, as can heritage laws 
preventing trees from being planted on or near 
buildings, streets and squares that were not 
designed for them. Most big squares in Europe’s 
cities were conceived as open spaces, with 
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imposing views. 
“That’s the case in Paris with, for example, 

the Place de la Concorde or the Avenue de 
l’Opéra,” Najdovski said. “The city architects 
argue they should stay as first designed, 
unadorned with trees, and that the view of the 
Opéra Garnier cannot be obscured or spoiled. 
We are looking to compromise, but it’s not 
straightforward.” 

On other major arteries such as the Avenue 
de Wagram, however, Paris is busy replanting 
trees that were uprooted in their tens of 
thousands during the 20th century as the city 
transformed grand boulevards, lined on both 
sides by double rows of trees, into four-lane 
avenues with roadside parking. 

“Essentially,” said Najdovski, “we aim to 
significantly reduce the space reserved in Paris 
for cars, and to use as much of it as we can to 
plant trees: a massive revegetation programme, 
the reconquest of nature over the automobile. 

The objective is to plant trees in large numbers 
and wherever possible.” 

Since its re-election in 2020, the council has 
planted 38,500 new trees in the capital, 
including 18,000 on the embankments of the 
péripherique ring road, 12,000 in the Bois de 
Boulogne and de Vincennes, and 8,000 on city 
centre streets and squares. 

It aims to plant a further 21,000 this winter, 
including 11,000 around the ring road and 800 
in 80 more city-centre streets. The city is also 
planning three “urban forests” mainly in the east 
of the city, including one on 3.5 hectares (8.65 
acres) of former railway sidings in the 20th 
arrondissement that will be home to 2,000 new 
trees by 2024. 

Its final target, by the end of its six-year 
mandate, is 170,000 new trees, including 
200,000 on inner-city streets. Paris’s traditional 
plane trees will mostly dominate, but some 
Mediterranean species, such as the holm oak, 

more resistant to warmer temperatures are also 
being introduced. 

As has happened in Brussels, where a 10-
year plan canopée (or canopy plan) aims to 
preserve the city’s existing trees and plant 
several hundred new ones each year until 2030, 
Paris city hall’s plans have sparked sometimes 
heated protest, most notably from motorists’ 
organisations. 

“Like I said, it’s not always easy, and 
motorists’ and residents’ objections are just one 
of the many issues we face,” said Najdovski. 
“Some residents say to me, look, I don’t want 
trees outside my apartment – they’ll cut out the 
light, that’ll knock thousands off the asking 
price,” he said. 

“I say to them: when summers in Paris start 
regularly hitting 40°C or 50°C, what do you think 
your flat will be worth then? If the city is basically 
unliveable, who loses most?” 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Government Sets Out New Five-Year 
Plant Biosecurity Strategy 

 

By PA News Agency published on www.thenational.scot/news 
 

FFICIALS will step up online monitoring of the trade in plants to stop pests and diseases 
entering the country, as part of a new plant health action plan. The Government is setting 
out measures in a five-year strategy to protect Britain’s plant health, native species and 

biosecurity, as invasive pests and diseases pose a mounting threat to food security, trade and 
nature. 

Figures show that plants provide 
an annual value of £15.7 billion to 
the UK in crops, forestry, the mental 
health, nature, urban and cultural 
benefits of trees, carbon storage 
and also allotments. 

However, the risks from hundreds of plant 
pests and pathogens cost the economy more 
than £4 billion a year, the Government warned. 

Lord Benyon, minister for biosecurity, said: 
“This landmark strategy sets out how we will 
protect Great Britain’s plants, with the Govern-
ment, industry and the public working together 
to tackle the risks posed by plant pests and 
diseases. 

“In light of climate change, tackling these 
varied and mounting risks will be critical to 
maintaining our food security, as well as 
facilitating safe trade amidst a challenging 
economic backdrop.” 

Nicola Spence, UK Chief Plant Health 
Officer, said: “Plant pests and diseases know no 
borders. As the global trade in plants and plant 
products continues to grow, our precious eco-
systems, native species and biosecurity are at 
risk. 

“The resultant threats posed to our 
treescapes, food security and the global 
economy are all too real.” 

She said the strategy would deliver a “step 
change” in plant health protection, action and 
behaviours. 

Actions in the plan include expanding the 
Animal and Plant Health Agency’s internet 

trading unit to step up monitoring of online 
retailers and social media sites for the trade in 
high-risk plant products, to stop potentially 
devastating pests and diseases entering the 
country. 

Organisations including the Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS), National Farmers’ 
Union and the Woodland Trust would join with 
Defra to engage the public and promote actions 
people could take to protect tree and plant 
health in Britain. 

And there was a new five-year road map for 
the Plant Healthy certification scheme which 
would enable nurseries, businesses and 
charities in the horticultural sector to achieve 
accreditation for meeting standards on 
biosecurity. 

The RHS’s Harlow Carr Garden in Yorkshire 
has become the first public garden in England to 
be certified as Plant Healthy, in recognition of its 
work to stop the spread of plant disease and 

maintain biosecurity, Defra said. 
As part of work to raise public awareness 

and education, online plant health resources for 
primary schools would be provided, such as Izzy 
the Inspector, and there would be investment in 
further development of the TreeAlert tool for 
reporting diseases. 

Since Brexit, the number of plants and plant 
products entering Great Britain that require 
inspection and the number of goods needing 
certification for export to the EU have increased 
significantly. 

The strategy said 70,000 physical checks of 
imported plants and trees were carried out each 
year, along with 5,000 inspections in nurseries 
and surveying of more than 40,000 trees and 
aerial surveillance, for problems that took a 
while to emerge or were spread on the wind. 

The Government would continue to 
regularly review potential risks, update and 
adapt the regulatory regime over the next five 
years, and develop a training and exercise 
programme for those responding to plant 
disease or pest outbreaks. 

Furthermore, the Government would invest 
in quality, quantity and diversity of domestic 
tree, seed and sapling supplies, and explore 
growth in the British horticultural sector to boost 
domestic production, the strategy said. 

 
Editor’s comment: I’m sure that we all 

welcome this new strategy although I think it 
could be a bit tighter.

O 

Ash dieback 

http://www.thenational.scot/news
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Single-Use Plastics Ban from October 
 

By Georgina Rannard, BBC Climate and Science Reporter 
 

 BAN on some single-use plastics will come into force in England from October, the gov-
ernment has announced. To tackle the growing plastic problem, takeaways, restaurants 
and cafes must stop using single-use plastic cutlery, plates and bowls. Green groups 

welcomed the move, but said it could go further to address packaging being sent to landfill. 

The British Takeaway Campaign 
told BBC News that businesses 
need more support to implement it. 

Fish and chips restaurants and other take-
aways will become more expensive as small 
companies will be forced to pass on higher costs 
of packaging to consumers, suggests Andrew 
Crook, who runs a fish and chip shop in 
Lancashire and is deputy chair of the British 
Takeaway Campaign. 

England uses about 2.7 billion items of 
single-use cutlery, mostly plastic, a year, and 
721 million single-use plates, according to 
estimates by the Department for Environment 
and Rural Affairs. 

"We believe in doing our bit for the 
environment but many small businesses are 
only just hanging on," Mr Crook said. 

Plastic-free packaging is more common in 
takeaways now, he says, but can cost 12p per 
item more. 

In a kebab shop in London, Ibo says rising 
bills and fewer customers splashing out on his 
takeaway burgers, kebabs and chips are a 
worry. 

"It will cost us more to change packaging. 
I'm not a fan of plastic myself, I wouldn't use it if 
I had a choice. But how else can we package 
our kebabs?" he told BBC News. 

Some cafes have already stopped using 
single-use plastics. "For us it's been a very 
positive story," explains Louise Lateur, 
managing director of E5 bakehouse in London. 

The cafe switched about five years ago, and 
in 2021 stopped using all throwaway coffee 
cups altogether. Now it uses a mix of 
compostable packaging and reusable cups or 
takeaway boxes. 

At the counter selling pastries, bread and 
lunches, Helen Vandenhaute shows me their 
stackable "tiffin tins" used for takeaways. 

Customers buy the tins, order takeaway and 
then bring the tin back next time. 

At first the tins were "quite popular", but 
they're not in heavy use now. Customers still 
value convenience. As compostable packaging 
is more expensive, we are now more careful 
about what we use a takeaway box for. So I 
suppose we are reducing waste that way", 
Helen explains. 

While she shows me around, a cargo bike 
parks at the front door. Danilo Ponzetta picks up 
a large box of reusable cups and loads them into 
the bike. 

E5 encourages customers to bring their own 
cup, but people who forget can use a service by 
start-up Reuser, which is one of several 
companies offering this in London. 

Customers download an app, scan the cup, 
and after enjoying their coffee, they must return 
the cup to the cafe within 10 days or pay a fee. 
Reuser collect the cups, take them to be 
cleaned, and return to the cafe again. 

It has saved about 60,000 throwaway coffee 
cups from landfill, CEO Andrew Matthews 
explains. 

Helen says that customers were initially put 
off by the extra steps. "But once people get past 
the barrier of a new system, they are generally 
happy. It's become normal here," she says. 

Ms Lateur says the risks in switching were 
daunting and suggests the government provide 
more incentives for businesses to become more 
environmentally friendly. 

"Everyone needs to remember that all 
single-use items, regardless of material, have 
an environmental impact," explains Helen Bird 
from the climate action NGO WRAP, adding that 
more measures are likely to come into place in 
coming months to address other packaging. 

"This announcement is really just nibbling 
around the edges of a giant problem," 
Greenpeace commented, calling on the 
government to introduce targets for 
supermarkets to offer reuse schemes. 

Defra says it is considering introducing a 
Deposit Return Scheme for drinks containers. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hopes for Sloughbottom Park Tree Planting Push 
 

By Maya Derrick, Reporter for Norwich Evening News 
 

 GROUP dedicated to improving a city park is hoping to secure new trees to ensure the 
'lacklustre' park thrives. Des Fulcher set up the Friends of Sloughbottom Park group and 
lives nearby. He hopes that the group can secure some trees to create a more inviting 

environment for both people and wildlife. 

Mr Fulcher, a former district 
councillor in South Norfolk, said 
that there are areas of the green 
space which would benefit from 
having trees and shrubs planted to 
support the environment and he 

has sights set on a particular 
project. 

The Woodland Trust is giving away free 
shrubbery to schools and communities with the 
hope of planting thousands - if not millions - of 
new greenery nationwide. 

"The building at Sloughbottom Park is in a 

neglected state and can be a bit of a haven for 
drug abuse," he said. 

"The park in general is a big, unimaginative 
space and there's areas which would benefit, I'm 
sure, from having something done to it. It's a big, 
lacklustre open space that could be made more 
interesting and creative. There's a lot that can 
be done with it. On the left, it links up to Sweet 

A 

A 

Single-use plastic ban: 

• Includes single-use plastic plates, 
trays, bowls, cutlery, balloon sticks, 
and some types of polystyrene cups 
and food containers 

• From October 2023, retailers, 
takeaways, food vendors and the 
hospitability industry will not be 
allowed to sell these 

• It does not include wet wipes or 
sachets but the government is 
considering measures to address 
these 

• Scotland and Wales introduced 
similar legislation in 2021 
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Briar Marshes." 
Applications for the Woodland Trust's 

second delivery period for 2023, in November, 
opened on Wednesday, 18th January.  

Mr Fulcher continued: "Would this not be a 
great opportunity? This is free so it's a no-
brainer. 

"If you look at Waterloo Park, I guess that 
would be a nice ideal to achieve - to add some 
structure and interest to the park. It's got 
potential. You need something to compensate 
for all the houses going up." 

The Mile Cross park is already in line for a 
windfall of £850,000 from the Greater Norwich 

Growth Board, as part of an 
£8.5m scheme to regenerate it. 

Chrissy Rumsby, Labour 
country councillor for the area, 
said: "It's a feasible option. I'd 
welcome positive input into 
Sloughbottom Park. Friends of 
Sloughbottom Park can 
communicate with me to bring 
this to fruition." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Trees and Woodlands Provide Over £400m Each 
Year in Fight Against Flooding, New Study Finds 

 

REES and woodlands have long been known to play a vital role in flood resilience, but 
scientists are now able to establish the financial contribution they make in protecting 
communities from flooding. New research published on 13th January by Forest Research 

estimates Great Britain’s trees contribute over £400m annually in benefits.  

The flood regulation service of 
Great Britain’s trees, forests and 
woodlands as an annualised 
central estimate gave annual values 
of £843 million and £420 million 
compared to bare soil and grass, 
respectively.  

The valuation is based on the role trees, 
woodlands and forests play in intercepting 
rainfall, storing water and reducing the 
potentially devastating surface runoff that 
causes flooding. Given the increased likelihood 
and frequency of extreme weather events as a 
result of climate change, the report highlights 
how woodland expansion can be a natural, cost-
effective method of protecting homes and 
businesses - now and for the future. 

The government is investing a record £5.2 
billion over six years in around 2,000 flood and 
coastal erosion schemes to better protect 
communities across England, with one in six 
properties at risk of flooding. 

Forestry Minister Trudy Harrison said 
“Communities across the country know all too 
well the potentially devastating impacts of 
flooding, from damage to homes and 
businesses and the disruption of critical 
infrastructure to the tragic loss of life. 

“This report provides the best picture yet of 
the integral role that our trees, woodlands and 
forests play in protecting at-risk communities 
from flooding. With more severe weather events 
forecast in the future, there is even more 
incentive to accelerate our tree planting efforts 
in line with our ambitious target to treble planting 
rates in England.” 

Forestry Commission Chief Executive, 
Richard Stanford said “We know nature-based 
solutions have an important role to play in 
reducing flood risk in an affordable way with 
multiple benefits beyond flood alleviation. This 
ground breaking research underscores the 
significant contribution our trees, woodlands 
and forests make in reducing peak water flows 
following heavy rainfall - helping to protect 
homes, businesses and livelihoods nationwide 
from the disastrous impacts of flooding. 

“From the trees lining our streets to the 

expanse of woodlands and forests across our 
countryside, the environmental, economic and 
social value of our treescapes has never been 
clearer. It is important we manage the trees we 
have and expand all types of tree cover.” 

Environment Agency Chief Executive, Sir 
James Bevan said “The warning signs of the 
climate crisis are stark and mounting with 
greater rainfall, higher tides and more violent 
weather bringing heightened risks of serious 
flooding over the years ahead. The hard flood 
defences which the Environment Agency builds 
and maintains all across the country are part of 
the solution. So too are Natural Flood Manage-
ment techniques such as tree planting, which 
we are already using to slow the flow of water 
and help protect homes and businesses. 

“By harnessing the power of nature, we can 
tackle the twin challenges of biodiversity loss 
and climate change – whilst simultaneously 
reducing the risk of flooding to vulnerable 
communities.” 

Pat Snowdon, Head of Economics and 
Woodland Carbon Code at Scottish Forestry, 
said “Climate change is bringing many global 
challenges. Our weather patterns are changing 
and we can expect wetter winters and more 
intense rain in summer. This brings the very 
unwelcome risk of more flooding. 

“Woodlands have long been associated with 
an ability to reduce flooding. The latest models 
allow researchers to quantify how woodlands 
create a “sponge” effect, reducing rapid run-off 
that causes flooding. This research provides 
new data that fills a major evidence gap on the 
economic value of woodlands.” 

Forests help to reduce flooding in numerous 
ways, in what is referred to as a ‘sponge effect’. 
Firstly, evaporation from leaves and branches 
helps to reduce the amount of rainfall reaching 
the ground. This process, known as inter-
ception, is significantly greater for woodland 
compared to other land use types. Secondly, the 
soils within forests receive, store and delay 
water, helping to reduce rapid run-off and peak 
flows. Finally, the presence of trees, shrubs and 
large woody dams along rivers and on the 
floodplain creates a barrier effect that slows the 
passage of flood waters downstream, in addition 
to delivering biodiversity benefits. 

As a result, tree planting can significantly 
affect the volume, pathway and timing of surface 
run-off, reducing the risk of downstream 
flooding. Responsible forestry management 
practices help to maintain and secure this key 
environmental service. Further guidance is 
available in the UK Forestry Standard Practice 
Guide: ‘Designing and managing forests and 
woodlands to reduce flood risk’. 

The Environment Agency recently set out 
findings from its £15 million Natural Flood 
Management programme, which was carried 
out in collaboration with the Forestry 
Commission and other key partners. In 
Cumbria, a Natural Flood Management project 
trialled a variety of measures across different 
landscapes aiming to slow or store 10,000 cubic 
metres of water per square kilometre. The team 
worked with a range of landowners and the 
Forestry Commission to change overland flow 
routes, build earth dams and leaky barriers, 
plant 8,000 trees and create offline flood storage 
ponds. Across its 60 pilot projects, the 
Environment Agency’s programme created an 
equivalent of 1.6 million cubic metres of water 
storage and increased flood resilience to 15,000 
homes, whilst improving 4,000 hectares of 
habitat, enhancing 610 kilometres of river and 
planting 100 hectares of woodland. 

The report also estimates the Natural 
Capital Value of the flood regulation service 
provided by Great Britain’s trees in flood risk 
catchment areas to be up to £25.1 billion. This 
represents their value over the course of a 
century and provides a useful means of 
comparison to other natural assets. 

The announcement follows another recent 
Forest Research report which calculated the 
economic value of individual trees planted 
outside of forests and woodlands to be up to 
£3.8 billion. Announced as part of National Tree 
Week, the valuation is based on the important 
role that these trees play in sequestering and 
storing carbon, regulating temperatures, 
strengthening flood resilience and reducing 
noise and air pollution. 

The study was led by Forest Research and 
jointly funded by the Forestry Commission, 
Scottish Forestry and the Welsh Government. 
The full report is available to download here. 

T 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forestresearch.gov.uk%2Fpublications%2Frevised-valuation-of-flood-regulation-services-of-existing-forest-cover&data=05%7C01%7CAimee.Carguillo%40defra.gov.uk%7Cb65da14264c64777eb6808daf3d432a5%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638090389966436407%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bKr8u8z2C9OPlzQA%2B3bKB10i7yfBdveBMcwPQTZ43kE%3D&reserved=0
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Wind Generated a Record Amount 
of Electricity in 2022 

 

By Georgina Rannard, BBC News Climate and Science Reporter 
 

REAT BRITAIN produced a record amount of wind-powered electricity in 2022, according 
to the National Grid. More electricity came from renewable and nuclear power sources 
than from fossil fuels, gas and coal, the second highest after 2020. Replacing fossil fuels 

with green power is a core way for the world to tackle the impacts of climate change. Sources 
like wind and solar are also significantly cheaper and should lead to cheaper bills in the long-
run. 

Scientists, governments and the 
UN say switching to renewable 
power is crucial as the effects of 
global warming are already being 
felt, including in the UK, which last 
year recorded its hottest year since 
records began. 

Gas remained the single most significant 
source of electricity last year, the National Grid 
Electricity System Operator (ESO) said, but 
electricity from wind turbines continued to grow 
in importance. 

Overall 48.5% of electricity came from 
renewable and nuclear power, compared to 
40% from gas and coal power stations. 

On a single day in November, more than 
70% of electricity was produced by wind, or 
around 20GW. That's enough power to heat 
about 1700 homes for a year. That record was 
again broken on 30 December when 20.918GW 
was generated by wind turbines. 

For five months of the year (February, May, 
October, November and December), more than 
half of electricity came from so-called zero 
carbon electricity sources renewable and 
nuclear and the use of coal - the most polluting 
fossil fuel - continued to fall. In 2022 it generated 
just 1.5% of electricity compared to 2012 when 
it was 43%. 

As Great Britain builds more capacity for 
renewable energy, including wind turbines and 
solar farms, more of its electricity will come from 
these greener sources. 

"The UK has a good record with offshore 
wind. We're quite a giant in the offshore wind 
world and our industry is very attractive," Jess 
Ralston, head of energy at the Energy and 
Climate Intelligence Unit, told BBC News. 

However, she says the UK has missed 
some tricks. An effective ban since 2015 on 
onshore wind has limited the country's capacity 
to increase wind power faster. 

"Our old-fashioned energy grid urgently 
needs investment to maximise the opportunity 
that wind and solar offer to continue to reduce 
bills," she said. 

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak agreed in 
December to relax restrictions that effectively 
prevented onshore wind turbines, but the 
government has also promised new investment 
in some fossil fuels. 

Last year it approved the first new UK coal 
mine in 30 years despite concern about its 
climate impacts. It also opened a new licensing 
round for companies to explore for oil and gas in 
the North Sea. 

Energy supplies and pricing were 

significantly affected in 2022 by Russia's war in 
Ukraine, which led to imposing sanctions on 
Russia which has been an important supplier of 
gas to Europe. Nations including Germany, 
Spain and Italy and the US responded by 
increasing their renewable capacity. 
 

HE same day as that was 
reported, the Met Office 
confirmed that 2022 was the 

UK’s warmest year ever. The aver-
age annual temperature in 2022 was 
more than 10°C for the first time. 

The mean temperature across the 12 
months was 10.03°C, topping the previous all-
time high of 9.88° C in 2014. It means 15 of the 
UK's top 20 warmest years on record have all 
occurred this century with the entire top 10 
within the past two decades. 

Dr Mark McCarthy, head of the Met Office 
National Climate Information Centre, said: 
"Although an arbitrary number, the UK surpass-
ing an annual average temperature of 10°C is a 
notable moment in our climatological history. 
This moment comes as no surprise, since 1884 
all the 10 years recording the highest annual 

temperature have occurred from 2003. 
"It is clear from the observational record that 

human-induced global warming is already 
impacting the UK's climate." 

All four nations set records for heat in 2022, 
with England seeing the highest average 
temperature at 10.94°C, followed by Wales 
(10.23°C), Northern Ireland (9.85°C) and 
Scotland (8.50°C). 

A spell of heatwaves in June 2022 led to the 
UK experiencing its fourth warmest summer on 
record and temperatures broke the 40°C mark 
for the first time, leading the Met Office to issue 
its first-ever red warning for extreme heat. The 
record of 40.3°C was recorded at Coningsby in 
Lincolnshire on 19 July. 

The hot summer and months of low rainfall 
also dried up rivers, damaged crops and fuelled 
wildfires, with an official drought declared in 
large parts of England. 

The Met Office said that a UK mean 
temperature of 10°C would have been expected 
once in 500 years in a natural climate, before 
humans started producing the emissions 
responsible for climate change with activities 
such as burning fossil fuels, but it said this was 
now likely to occur every three to four years.
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Climate Action Delay Will Hurt 
Economy, Tory MP’s Review Says 

 

By Joshua Nevett and Ione Wells, BBC Politics 
 

 CONSERVATIVE MP Chris Skidmore has said delaying climate action risks damaging 
the UK's economic prospects, in a major review of the government's net zero plans. The 
report says the government's climate policies need to be more consistent and ambitious. 

The UK is "falling behind" on some targets and needs a "new approach", the report says. It calls 
for 25 actions within two years, including food eco-labelling, and phasing out gas boilers by 
2033. 

Mr Skidmore, the Tory MP who 
wrote the report, was commission-
ed by former prime minister Liz 
Truss to review the government's 
delivery of net zero, to ensure it was 
"pro-growth and pro-business". 

Some green campaign groups praised the 
report for focusing on the economic 
opportunities of net zero and urged the 
government to heed its recommendations. 

Labour's shadow climate secretary, Ed 
Miliband, said the government's lack of "urgency 
and consistency" was "depriving our country of 
the economic opportunities climate action 
offers" and Green MP Caroline Lucas said the 
review itself shied away from calling for "truly 
transformative measures to end our depend-
ence on dirty, dangerous fossil fuels". 

The government said the UK was leading 
the world on tackling climate change and devel-
oping green jobs for the future. 

Net zero refers to the balance between the 
amount of greenhouse gas produced and the 
amount removed from the atmosphere. The UK 
has set a legally binding target of achieving net 
zero carbon emissions by 2050, as part of the 
global effort to avert the worst effects of climate 
change. 

Mr Skidmore is one of the greenest Tory 
MPs and signed the 2050 emissions target into 
law in 2019 when he was an energy minister. He 
spent months meeting politicians, business 
leaders and energy experts across the country 
as part of his evidence-gathering process. 

Calling net zero "the growth opportunity of 
the 21st century", Mr Skidmore says the UK 
"must move quickly" and decisively to reap the 
economic benefits of achieving the target. 

"We have heard from businesses that 
economic opportunities are being missed today 
because of weaknesses in the UK's investment 
environment - whether that be skills shortages 
or inconsistent policy commitment," Mr 
Skidmore writes. 

"Moving quickly must include spending 
money. We know that investing in net zero today 
will be cheaper than delaying, as well as 
increasing the economic and climate benefits." 

He added: "The review recognises we have 
fallen behind, but it sets out how we can be 
world-leading in these areas once again. We 
need to remove the barriers that are in place at 
the moment." 

The review, a leaked copy of which was 
seen by the BBC ahead of its publication on 13 

January, said a key demand from across the 
country was "the need for clarity, certainty, 
consistency, and continuity from government". 

On top of setting out long-term goals, it 
outlines 25 actions the government should take 
in the next two years. These include: 

•  Legislating to phase out gas boilers by 
2033, rather than 2035 

• "Eco-labelling" more environmentally 
friendly foods to lower carbon emissions 

• Scrapping planning rules for solar panels 
• Providing longer-term funding certainty for 

major net zero projects, including new 
nuclear power plants 

• Implementing plans this year to increase 
solar and onshore wind generation, 
including a target of increasing solar 
generation fivefold by 2035 

• Ending routine oil and gas flaring by 2025, 
rather than 2030 
In his conclusion, Mr Skidmore said the UK 

was in a "net-zero race" and delaying decisions 
risked losing jobs, infrastructure and invest-
ments to other countries. 

The UK, he said, had "reached a tipping 
point" where the "risks of 'not zero' are now 
greater than the associated risks of taking 
decisive action on net zero now". 

"This is why we need a new approach to our 
net zero strategy," Mr Skidmore writes. "One 
which identifies stable 10-year missions that can 
be established across sectors, providing the 
vision and security for stakeholders and 
investors." 

Sources in the renewable energy sector told 
the BBC it was vital for the review's recommend-
ations to be "taken forward immediately", 
adding: "The government needs to take the 
same kind of agile and empowered approach as 
was used for developing the coronavirus 
vaccine." 

The government's independent adviser on 
climate change said Mr Skidmore had gone 
"further than anything we've published before by 
highlighting the fact that there's a risk if we don't 
go fast enough" on net zero. 

"To have that from a Conservative MP is 
very significant indeed," Chris Stark, chief 
executive of the Climate Change Committee, 
told the BBC. 

However, Tanya Steele, chief executive of 
the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), said 
she was concerned by the government's "stop-
start" policies on net zero. The WWF was urging 
the government to "deliver on its promise to 
meet the net zero target with a clear strategy", 
Ms Steele said. 

A government spokesperson said Mr 
Skidmore's report "recognises the government 
progress that has been made to date in working 
towards legally-binding net zero targets". 

"The UK is leading the world on tackling 
climate change while also developing green 
jobs for the future - in fact we've cut emissions 
by over 44% since 1990 while growing our 
economy by 76%, and our policies have 
supported 68,000 green jobs since late 2020," 
the spokesperson said. 
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Green Farming Schemes to be Paid 
More Taxpayers' Money 

 

By Claire Marshall and Malcolm Prior, BBC Rural Affairs Team 
 

ARMERS in England will be paid more public money for protecting the environment and 
producing food more sustainably, the government has said. It is hoped the increase in 
payment rates will encourage more farmers to sign up to new environmental land 

management schemes (ELMS), designed to replace the EU's common agricultural policy (CAP). 
Farmers' union the NFU welcomed the rise but warned it could be "too little too late" in the 
economic climate. 

The Department for Environ-
ment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(Defra) said the new system would 
put "money into farmers' pockets" 
while enhancing nature and driving 
innovation in agriculture. 

The announcement comes amid rises in the 
cost of food production, with farmers hit particu-
larly hard by increases in the cost of animal 
feed, fertilizers and fuel. 

The increased rates under ELMS will come 
from existing money, reallocated from the 
previous direct payment subsidies given to 
farmers under the EU scheme. 

NFU vice president David Exwood said it 
was still unclear what work farmers - who will be 
losing direct payments - would actually be paid 
for under ELMS. He said: "While some of these 
latest changes are welcome… it risks being too 
little too late, especially given the current 
economic challenges we are experiencing and 
the rapid erosion of direct payments." 

Concerns had previously been raised that 
the new nature-friendly payments system would 
not offer smaller farms enough to stay in 
business. 

Now 30,000 farmers who have signed up to 
a countryside stewardship scheme - which is 
being expanded under ELMS - will see an 
average increase of 10% to the money they 

receive for ongoing environmental work, such 
as habitat management. 

Bigger, one-off green schemes, such as 
hedgerow creation, will see an average 
payment increase of 48%. 

Up to an extra £1,000 a year will be 
available under ELMS' sustainable farming 
incentive to help smaller businesses, including 
tenant farmers, cover the administrative cost of 
taking part. 

However, the focus on smaller schemes 
was met with caution by environmental and 
conservation groups that had previously raised 
concerns over the government's commitment to 
ELMS, including the National Trust.  

Harry Bowell, the organisation's director of 
land and nature, is concerned that money will be 
taken away from more ambitious environmental 
projects. He said: "The risk is that a large 
proportion of the overall budget will now be 
spent on attracting farmers into the sustainable 
farming incentive scheme, at the cost of more 
stretching measures and schemes." 

Tim Field, who leads a group of 120 farms 
across the Cotswolds, which is already piloting 
a larger-scale landscape recovery scheme 
under ELMS, said he did welcome any help for 
smaller farms to take up environmental work, 
but added that more had to be done to ensure 
domestic food production was supported too. 

"Public money is essential to catalysing food 
and farming into restorer, not destroyer, of 

ecosystem services. However, cheap imports 
produced to lower standards continue to 
undermine the price of home-grown sustainably 
produced food, and this pump-priming public 
money will be insufficient to bridge the price 
discrepancy at the farm gate," he said. 

The rate increase was announced by the 
farming minister Mark Spencer at the Oxford 
Farming Conference on Thursday. He said: "As 
custodians of more than 70% of our countryside, 
the nation is relying on its farmers to protect our 
landscapes as well as produce the high-quality 
food we are known for, and we are increasing 
payment rates to ensure farmers are not out of 
pocket for doing the right thing by the 
environment". 

A Defra spokesperson added the schemes 
would help the UK meet its legally-binding 
environmental targets and its aim of halting 
biodiversity decline by 2030 "while supporting 
the industry to farm more home-grown 
produce". 

Before ELMS, under the EU's CAP system, 
farmers received subsidies based on how much 
land they held, meaning larger landowners 
benefited the most. The new system is being 
phased in by 2027/28 and more details on the 
environmental work that will be paid for are to be 
announced at the end of the month. 

Agricultural policy in the UK is a devolved 
responsibility and each nation is implementing 
its own subsidy schemes. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Croot (alias Crootie and several other names that 
can’t be printed here) and Stewart Life, two of our Tree 
Wardens for Coltishall, planting trees in their parish on 
New Year’s Day. 
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Fungi are 'Underloved and Understudied' 
 

By Helen Briggs, BBC Environment Correspondent 
 

R JASSY DRAKULIC says "I find them absolutely stunning", pointing to a fungus emerg-
ing from a log. "There's a whole series of stripes from browns to blacks to a pale edge." 
Mushrooms aren't known for their ornamental value, but for this scientist they are a thing 

of beauty. The plant pathologist is on a mission to spread the word that fungi need conservation 
just as much as plants and animals. 

"They're abundant in gardens 
but until you start looking for them 
you don't appreciate how prevalent 
and how beautiful they are," she 
says. 

This fungus, pictured below, is named for its 
resemblance to a turkey's tail. It belongs to the 
class of saprophytic fungi, which feed on dead 
wood, or other decaying matter, and are vital for 
life on earth. 

"Saprophytic fungi are still very much 
understudied and underloved," says Dr 
Drakulic. 

Turkey tail fungi are a common sight on 
dead logs, trunks and fallen branches across 
the UK, but rather than springing up of their own 
accord, these specimens have been grown from 
scratch in a first for the Royal Horticultural 
Society. 

Experts grew the fungus in the lab, then 
transplanted the spores into silver birch logs in 
the wildlife garden at Wisley Gardens, Surrey. 
It's part of a drive to convince the public that 
fungi play an important role in ecosystems. 

"There's a lot of mycophobia towards fungi 
in the UK," says Dr Drakulic. "A lot of people are 
afraid of poisonous mushrooms, but if you're not 
going to go eating the things you find, none of 
them are going to harm you in anyway". 

Working on the likes of turkey tail fungus is 
a departure for the scientist, who has spent 
years researching honey fungus. Honey fungus 
is a killer of hedgerows, shrubs and trees and 
there is no cure. 

However, only a very small proportion of the 
thousands of species of fungi in the world can 
cause disease in plants and animals. The vast 
majority are harmless and often beneficial. 

Saprophytic fungi provide food and shelter 
for wildlife, help plants absorb water and 
nutrients and break down dead organic matter. 
Other types of fungi grow on the roots of trees 
and plants, forming a vast underground network 
that helps nourish trees. 

In the UK there are thought to be around 
25,000 species of fungi. Five or six times more 
than plants. 

"We don't have names for most of the fungi 
that exist, so you can't protect what you don't 
know about," says Dr Drakulic. "With fungi, 
we're really playing catch up trying to study what 
we have." 

An estimated two million fungal species - 
more than 90% of all fungi - have yet to be 
described by science. Scientists are trying to 
identify biodiversity hotspots and find out more 
about this largely unexplored world. 

 

N an article in June 2018, Helen 
Briggs reported that scientists are 
warning that pollution could be 

starving Europe's trees of vital 
nutrients by damaging essential 
fungi. 

Current pollution limits may not be strict 
enough to protect the forest fungi, say 
researchers. Signs of tree malnutrition, such as 
discoloured or missing leaves, have been seen 
across Europe's forests. Loss of fungi may be a 
factor, according to the study, published in the 
journal, Nature. 

"If we care about the condition of our forests 
- what shape they're in - we can't just look above 
(the ground)," Dr Martin Bidartondo, from the 
department of life sciences at Imperial College 
London and Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, told 
BBC News. "We need to look below. We need 
to understand how the fungi are nourishing the 
trees." 

Fungi can be found living on the roots of 
trees, providing vital nutrients and water. Known 
by the truffles and mushrooms formed by some 
species, they can live for decades beneath the 
surface, growing to several square metres in 
size. 

These fungi, known as mycorrhizal fungi, 
receive carbon from the tree in exchange for 
essential nutrients, like nitrogen, phosphorous 
and potassium, which they take up from the soil. 

The researchers studied 40,000 roots from 
13,000 soil samples at 137 forest sites in 20 
European countries, including the UK, over 10 

years. They found local air and soil quality have 
a large impact on mycorrhizae. 

"Trees need this fungi to get nutrients and 
water from soil and there are factors like 
pollution that are affecting this fungi," said Dr 
Laura M Suz of the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, a co-researcher on the study. 

"We need to be aware of it at least because 
these fungi are essential for the growth and the 
health of the trees." 

The researchers say these first large-scale 
results should be used to design new studies 
into the link between pollution, soil, 
mycorrhizae, tree growth and tree health. 

"A major finding of the study is that 
European pollution limits may be set far too 
high," said Dr Bidartondo. 

"In North America the limits are set much 
lower, and we now have good evidence they 
should be similar in Europe. For example, 
current European nitrogen limits may need to be 
cut by half. Our trees in Europe are not more 
tolerant than those in North America - their fungi 
are just suffering more." 

The study looked at beech, oak, pine and 
spruce trees across Europe, including several 
oak, pine and beech forests in the UK. 

Fungi receive little protection under 
conservation policies, which makes it hard to 
assess which species are rare or declining. 
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'Europe's Oldest' Wych Elm Falls Down  
 

An article by Mike Merritt published on the Scottish Daily Express website 
 

T HAS withstood the elements of the Scottish Highlands for centuries, but a tree thought to 
be the oldest of its species in Europe at almost 800 years old has finally fallen, weakened by 
disease and possibly the recent cold snap. In September a celebration was held for the dying 

ancient tree in the village of Beauly, near Inverness. The wych elm was a famous emblem of the 
area.

References to the tree at the 
ruins of Beauly Priory have been 
found in records going back to 
medieval times, but it succumbed 
to Dutch Elm Disease and buds 
seen in 2021 are believed to have 
been its last. 

On 5 January it was lying on its side, clearly 
showing its hollow trunk and with branches 
broken by its undignified end. 

"It really is a tragic sight, but not unex-
pected, given the disease that had taken its toll 
on it. The recent snow and thaw probably just 
delivered the coup de grace," said one local. 

Others took to social media to express their 
sadness. Alex Mackintosh declared: "End of an 
era. It just fell over." 

Mel Adamson added: "This is so sad. The 
history that tree has seen over the centuries 
flowed through its roots. Such a shame that this 
iconic tree is no more." 

Kim McCormack wrote: "I hope they keep 
the wood and do something special with it." 

September's celebration of the tree featured 
artists, writers and talks from tree health 
experts. Stories about the tree were also told 
during the event within the grounds of the priory. 

Isabel McLeish, an artist involved in the 

celebration, said then: "It is amazing to think 
about what the tree must have witnessed during 
its 800 years of life and I hope that our project 
can help capture the heritage and legacy of this 
wych elm." 

Historic Environment Scotland (HES) 
previously laser-scanned the elm as part of work 
to document ancient Scottish trees. 

Dutch Elm Disease is a fungal infection 
spread by tiny bark beetles. It can rapidly wither 
and kill healthy trees. The disease arrived in the 
south of England in the 1960s and since then it 
has spread across much of the British mainland, 
massively reducing the elm population. 

In recent years it has been moving west 
through Aberdeenshire and Moray and into the 

Highlands, but it was hoped that the lower 
density of elm trees, cooler climate and 
prevailing winds would slow down its progress. 

In 2018, warm weather was blamed for 
speeding up the spread of Dutch Elm Disease in 
the Inner Moray Firth area of the Highlands. 

Wych elm is the only elm regarded as being 
truly native to the UK, according to the 
Woodland Trust. It usually grows in hilly or stony 
woodlands, or near streams and ditches and is 
hardier than the English elm. Its name refers to 
how easily the wood can be bent. 

The tree in Beauly Priory was built for 
monks of the Valliscaulian order. Sarah 
Franklin, a landscape manager at HES, said 
historical documents confirmed the existence of 
the elm at the time the priory was established in 
the 1230s. 

HES has been trying to establish if other 
elms are as old as the Beauly tree. Ms Franklin 
said: "We couldn't find other elms older in 
Europe. There is one in Italy 760 years old, but 
none reaching 800 years old." 

She said the Beauly elm was an "amazing 
tree" which was "gnarly and gothic in 
appearance". "It looks like something out of a 
Hammer horror film," she added. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Tree at Queen Victoria's Retreat Falls in High Winds 
 

NE of the cedars of Lebanon, in the grounds of Osborne House, East Cowes, on the Isle 
of Wight, came down in high winds on 6 January, English Heritage said. It added the tree 
was set to be felled due to its bad health but "nature beat us there". 

The cedar was planted in the 
1770s by Robert Pope Blanchford - 
Osborne's owner before the Queen 
and Prince Albert. 

It was retrained by Prince Albert, when he 
made improvements to the gardens but had 
been on a "noticeable lean" since a storm in 
either 1987 or 1990. 

There are other Lebanese Cedars still at 
Osborne, and English Heritage said it would 
plant another on the same spot as the one that 
had fallen as a replacement. 

Queen Victoria's daughter Princess 
Beatrice buried her dog Bleny in 1893 at the 
base of the tree. 

The memorial headstone has been 
disturbed by the tree's fall but will be reinstated 
next to the newly planted tree. 

Queen Victoria died at Osborne in 1901. 
The estate was given to the nation by King 
Edward VII on his Coronation Day the following  
day. 
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Bid to Revive Numbers of Black Poplar 
 

By Peter Walsh, Crime Correspondent for the EDP 
 

T HAS the dubious honour of being the UK's most endangered native tree, with only two still 
standing in Norfolk. Now, a new effort is under way to help repopulate the county with the 
ultra-rare Black Poplar. The species has been in deep decline since the 1850s, with just 7,000 

thought to be growing in Britain, of which only 600 are female trees. 

Conservationists from the Otter 
Trust have, through DNA testing, 
identified trees at Hardwick and 
Tibenham as being the only two 
examples left in Norfolk. In 2004, 
there were 87 still standing. 

The trust, which helps protect a range of 
wetland species from extinction, now wants to 
use cuttings from the trees to help ensure the 
long-term survival of the species. It has 
managed to propagate 50 young trees from 
each of these rare specimens to ensure that 
"they are preserved for posterity". 

The plan is to plant at least three trees, one 
female and two males, in parishes across 
Norfolk. 

Ben Potterton, from the Otter Trust, said: 
“This tree is part of our heritage and is an 
integral part of the biodiversity of the floodplain. 
These trees provided shade along the rivers and 
ditches, reducing aquatic weeds and cooling the 
water during the summer months. 

"Sadly, the recent trend has been to plant 
willow or alders, with little thought of the 
provenance of the tree. We aim to propagate 
and plant genetically pure trees, replacing those 
that have been lost from our riverine landscape.” 

Both of Norfolk's Black Poplars are on 
private land, with the landowners having 
protected them for decades. 

The Hardwick tree was the result of a cutting 
from a magnificent tree in Tyrells Wood, near 
Pulham Market. The original has now died but 

the landowner had the foresight to take some 
cuttings and plant these nearby. 

Black Poplars face many threats to their 
ability to reproduce naturally in the wild, not least 
the shortage of female trees which produce the 
seeds. There is also the problem of isolation 
meaning if the trees are not in close proximity 
the pollen from the male will not reach the 
female and hence no seed will form. 

The first batch of 250 trees were distributed 
last month, to landowners in the Waveney and 
Tas valleys. 

The Waveney valley has traditionally been 
a stronghold of the Black Poplar, with mature 
trees growing in the villages of Bressingham, 
Brockdish, Burston, Dickleburgh, Earsham, 
Geldeston, Rushall, Shelfanger, Winfarthing 
and South Lopham. 

The Black Poplar was once a staple of the 
English countryside. Mature trees can grow to 
30m and live for 200 years. 

The bark is dark brown but often appears 
black, hence the name. 

Its twigs are lumpy and brown and leaves 
are shiny, green and heart-shaped. 

Its wood is naturally springy and resistant to 
shock, and traditional uses included cart wheels 
and wagon bottoms. As a result of its natural fire 
resistance it was often used for floorboards. 

According to folklore, the tree's fallen red 
male catkins are Devil's fingers, and bring bad 
luck if picked up. 

Apart from East Anglia, it is most prevalent 
in Shropshire, Cheshire and Somerset. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Norfolk Nutrient Neutrality New Homes 
Deadlock Could End 

 

By Dan Grimmer, Public Affairs Correspondent for the EDP 
 

HE DEADLOCK that has stopped thousands of new Norfolk homes from being built could 
be broken within months, it has been announced. The first decisions on major Norfolk 
housing schemes in a year could be made from April, after months where no progress on 

housing has been allowed across vast areas of the county. 

Leading council officer Phil 
Courtier said the delays in being 
allowed to give housing the go-
ahead was having "the biggest 
impact of anything, ever, on the 
growth of Norfolk". 

That stall on housing decisions within the 
catchment areas of the River Wensum and the 

Broads has been in place since March when 
government advisor Natural England told 
Norfolk councils they could not approve plans 
involving 'overnight accommodation' until it 
could be proven they would not lead to more 
phosphates flowing into waterways. 

When nitrogen and phosphate nutrients 
enter water systems it can cause excessive 
growth of algae - known as eutrophication - 
which can harm habitats. 

However, Mr Courtier, who heads the 
planning department for Broadland and South 
Norfolk Councils, revealed a new joint venture 
between Anglian Water and five councils - 
Norwich, South Norfolk, Broadland, Breckland 
and North Norfolk - could be the solution. 

Schemes such as the Long Stratton bypass, 
the Anglia Square revamp in Norwich, expans-
ion plans for Rackheath and the redevelopment 
of the former Colman site in East Norwich have 
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all stalled because of the issue. 
Councils previously hired consultants, who 

helped created a calculator for developers to 
establish what the nutrient load of their schemes 
would be. They could then understand what 
they would need to do to make their develop-
ment nutrient neutral. 

At a recent meeting of Norfolk County 
Council's scrutiny committee, where nutrient 
neutrality came under the spotlight, Mr Courtier 
said the joint venture could be the key to 
councils being able to grant permission once 
again. 

It would, he said, enable measures such as 
reed beds and crop cover to be provided to trap 
nutrients and prevent phosphate run-off. It 
would also pay for improvements to wastewater 
recycling and retrofitting of existing homes. 

Mr Courtier told councillors: "This is having 
the biggest impact of anything, ever, on the 
growth of Norfolk. At this point, there are 

thousands of homes which are not being 
granted planning permission because of the 
issue around nutrient neutrality. The housing 
crisis is getting worse and nutrient neutrality is 
having a profound impact. There's an onus on 
all of us to seek to address this." 

Saying that the joint venture would help 
unlock developments, with developers able to 
buy credits in return for mitigation, he said "We 
are anticipating that the venture will go live in 
April. I think that is the fastest that any area has 
responded across the country and is the most 
strategic and significant programme anywhere 
to date. 

"That will address about 40% of the overall 
growth of our area. We are looking at about 22 
different projects with a wide geographical 
spread." 

Once the joint venture is up and running it 
will be self-funding, with money from the credits 
which are bought used to provide more 

mitigation, but to get it started, each council is 
likely to have to put in £30,000, potentially with 
initial seed funding of £150,000 put in by one of 
the councils, payable back once it begins. 

Mr Courtier said bigger projects, such as the 
housing associated with the Long Stratton 
bypass, were likely to seek to provide their own 
schemes, such as new wetland areas, but the 
joint venture would allow, potentially from April if 
Natural England is content with it, for decisions 
on a few hundred homes to be made, which 
would then increase in the following months. 

However, he warned there could yet be 
further delays, because every application and 
the related mitigation would need to be 
assessed by Natural England. 
Brian Watkins, leader of the Liberal Demo-crat 
group at County Hall, questioned why it had not 
been clearer, sooner, said that Norfolk would 
need to take action. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Hardy Tree: a Legend Uprooted 
 

An editorial published on The Guardian website 
 

HE TOPPLING of a tree without injury in a city churchyard would not normally make news 
headlines, but the mighty ash outside London’s Old St Pancras church was one of the 
capital’s most venerated natural landmarks and a destination of literary pilgrimage. 

Encircled with gravestones that it seemed to be absorbing into its root system, the Hardy Tree 
acquired its name, and its celebrity, from a story that the poet and novelist Thomas Hardy, then 
a young architect’s apprentice in a rapidly growing London, was personally responsible for 
stacking its trunk with stones cleared to make way for the expansion of the Midland railway line 
in the mid-1860s.

By Hardy’s time, the literary 
pedigree of Old St Pancras church-
yard was well-established. It was 
the original resting place of Mary 
Wollstonecraft the pioneering fem-
inist, whose daughter Mary Shelley 
was said to have gone there for 
secret trysts with future husband, 
the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley.  

Hardy himself wrote of overseeing the 
exhumations. He was charged with turning up at 
unexpected times to ensure that the clerk of 
works was doing a respectful job and not simply 
dumping the bones, as had happened in 
previous cemetery clearances. 

What is missing is any evidence that Hardy 
had any direct involvement in the arrangement 
of the stones. Moreover, photographs of the 
churchyard, unearthed by an assiduous 
amateur historian, suggest that the current ash 
grew between 1926 and 1960, only later 
becoming known as the Hardy Tree.  

That it had no greater verifiable connection 
with the Victorian author than, say, Sherwood 
Forest’s Major Oak had with Robin Hood, or 
Berkshire’s Ankerwycke Yew had with the 
signing of the Magna Carta, hardly matters. By 
mere dint of their longevity, trees collect myths 
and become lightning rods for the historical 
imagination. 

The Ankerwycke Yew is the National Trust’s 
oldest tree, believed to be up to 2,500 years old, 
and is also said to have witnessed Henry VIII’s 
courtship of Anne Boleyn. The enduring fascin-

ation with Tudor history has ensured its 
protagonists more than their share of legendary 
trees, from Queen Mary’s Thorn in St Andrews 
to the Queen Elizabeth Oak, which has been 
holding court on its side in Greenwich Park since 
falling over in 1991. 

Oaks and yews live for thousands of years; 
ashes survive for a few hundred if lucky. They 
are the opportunists of the arboreal world which, 
until the recent catastrophic arrival of ash 
dieback, have pushed their way up in the most 
unlikely of places, providing 5% of the UK’s tree 

cover. This is what the Hardy ash appears to 
have done before it succumbed to a common 
fungal infection. 

The demise of an old tree is always sad. But 
perhaps the real story of the Hardy ash is that it 
wasn’t special; it didn’t witness the canoodlings 
of the Shelleys, fall in a freak storm or die in a 
scary, imported pandemic. The entanglement of 
root and stone reveals a history of nature and 
humanity competing and coexisting in a swiftly 
changing industrial landscape. In death, it has 
grown into its own urban myth. 
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How Safe Are Local Authority Trees? 
 

OLLOWING some very distressing news reports last month, one cannot help but question 
just how safe our local authority trees are. Are years of reductions in both staffing and 
funding coupled with extra pressure being placed on those still in post, not to mention 

increasing threats of complaints relating to officer conduct from disgruntled members of the 
public who could not get their own way, leading to unsafe trees on publicly owned land? 

Personally, from my experience 
here in Broadland, the officers we 
deal with are doing a fine job under 
increasing pressure and I feel very 
safe, but the situation elsewhere 
appears to be different. 

The excellent BBC News website last month 
reported that Newcastle City Council has been 
fined £280,000 after a six-year-old girl was killed 
by a falling tree in her school playground. Ella 
Henderson died in hospital after part of the 
willow tree collapsed on her at Gosforth Park 
First School, Newcastle, on 25 September 
2020.  

Newcastle City Council admitted breaching 
safety laws over her death. A court heard that 
the incident "could have been avoided". Ella's 
parents said she "had so much to give" and had 
left "a complete hole". 

South Tyneside Magistrates' Court heard 
the tree which killed Ella and injured a number 
of other children was known to be in a "poor 
condition" and should have been felled. 

Prosecuting on behalf of the Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE), James Towey said a 
"large section" of the rotten tree next to the 
school playground collapsed in strong winds 
and injured a number of children. Although most 
of them sustained superficial injuries, the 
"weight of the piece of tree" meant school staff 
could not remove it from Ella, Mr Towey said. 

The court heard the tree had been inspected 
by a team from the council in February 2018 and 
the need for "further investigation" was 
identified. 

However, Mr Towey said there was a "lack 
of further detailed investigation and the extent of 
decay wasn't known but would have been 
revealed on closer examination, and no doubt 
the tree would have been felled". 

It was an "accident waiting to happen", he 
said. 

The council also admitted to failing to 
properly communicate the need for the tree to 
be further inspected with the school, with emails 
sent to other schools by mistake. 

 The judge said that the council had "failed 
to appreciate the seriousness" of the situation, 
while a later entry into the authority's computer 
system in April 2020 effectively wiped the "vital" 
note from February 2018 which called for a 
detailed inspection. 

The council's £280,000 fine was reduced 
from an initial £420,000 due to its guilty plea. 
With additional costs, the council must pay a 
total of £288,201.80 within 15 months. 

On behalf of Newcastle City Council, Ben 
Compton KC said it offered an unreserved 
apology to Ella's family. 

He told the court that although the council 
did have a comprehensive tree strategy, "the 
bottom line is that that tree should have been 
felled". He said since the incident all trees on 
council land are individually given a safety 
category which was "effectively a risk 
assessment". 

Ella's parents, Neil and Vikki, watched 

proceedings via video link and both broke down 
when their victim impact statement was read in 
court. 

"Life is so unfair, she had so much to give 
this world," her mother, from Newcastle, said. 

In a statement, she added "every single 
part" of her family's lives had changed and there 
was now "a complete hole in our lives". 

She said: "It's not just the big things like 
birthdays, holidays and Christmas, it's also all 
the small everyday things like not washing her 
clothes, not buying her toys or clothes but 
knowing what she'd love, not setting her place 
at the table or booking a table in a restaurant. 

She described "an empty chair at a table for 

four" and an empty bed on a holiday stay as "a 
constant reminder, not that we will ever need 
one, that she's not here". 

"Seeing everyone's life move on and their 
kids and her friends getting older while we stay 
still; always with a six-year-old who will never 
get her front teeth is devastating. 

"When I pass schools on the way some-
where and hear that innocent noise of children 
playing, I think, that was all she was doing. She 
was just playing ballerinas with her friends. 

"The hardest part is that all we did was what 
every other parent does every day. She should 
have been so safe at school and knowing that 
I'm the only one who doesn't get to pick their 
child up every day is just the worst feeling. 

"Knowing that I will never take her to school, 
or a party or holiday again - there are no words 
to describe how this feels." 

Ella's family raised £30,000 for the Great 
North Air Ambulance Service in her memory 
after it responded when she was injured. 
 

EPORTING on the Yorkshire Live web-
site, Abigail Marlow revealed that 
Kirklees council is walking a tightrope 

in managing its 190,000 trees as it was 
revealed that nationally six deaths a year 
come from falling trees. 

The potential dangers of taking a lax 
approach to keeping on top of the borough’s 
trees were recognised at a meeting of Kirklees 
Council’s Economy and Neighbourhoods 
Scrutiny Panel as the council's Trees Policy was 
under review. 

Joe Robertson, the council’s Woodland 
Development Manager highlighted that in the 

UK, there are an average of six deaths each 
year from falling trees or branches with half of 
these occurring in public spaces. 

The dangers of complacency were 
dramatically revealed by the £280,000 fine 
imposed on Newcastle City Council following 
the death of Ella Henderson. 

Mr Robertson told the meeting that the risk 
of injury from falling trees is regarded to be 
“broadly acceptable” when comparing it to other 
areas like road traffic accidents. However, there 
is a duty for the council to do “everything 
reasonably practical” to minimise that risk. 

For the team, this is through recognising 
hazards early through a cycle of inspections so 
people aren’t at risk. The council’s responsibility 
is made more difficult as a team of just 15 is 
responsible for around 190,000 trees. 

Struggles in recruiting and retaining staff are 
proving problematic for the department which 
currently has an “eye-watering” vacancy rate of 
28%. Due to this, contractors are being called 
upon to carry out work but this is a lengthy 
process. 

As a result of these difficulties, the team’s 
ability to respond to emergencies and carry out 
jobs has been negatively impacted, with 
inspectors working at “above average levels” to 
get through routine inspections. 

Inspectors also deal with complaints from 
the public and are experiencing a backlog of 
more than 300 cases. Enough work for two 
additional members of staff. The cases were 
said to be triaged in terms of danger and the 
backlog made up of instances of “low-level 
nuisance.” 

Mr Robertson said: “If we failed to carry out 
those repeat tree inspections and that failure 
then results in tree failure which causes an 
incident of death, injury, property damage, we 
will be subject to legal action and prosecution 
under the Health and Safety Act.” 

On the matter, Cllr John Taylor (Con, 
Kirkburton) said: “it sounds like a really small 
number which is very positive but I also suspect 
some of that will be in relation to weather 
incidents, and perhaps that’s worth reflecting 
on, cause I know whenever there is a storm, 
your guys are just bombed out, but it’s fine 
saying we need to try and prevent these 
incidents from happening but some of them are 
probably impossible to predict in that sense.” 

Despite the potential risks, the benefits of 
having trees in the area were outlined and 
included positive effects on mental health, 
pollution absorption, and economic uplift. 

Cllr Tyler Hawkins (Labour, Dalton) said: 
“You mentioned that trees are good for mental 
health but I think I would rephrase that and say 
the right trees are good for mental health 
because there are a number of cases in my 
ward where very large trees are literally hanging 
over houses and they’re worried that it’s going 
to fall in on their house one day and it’s going to 
have disastrous consequences. 

“Now whether that is an accurate represent-
ation of the strength of the tree itself and 
whether that is likely to happen is a different 
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point really. In residents' minds, they see that as 
something that is constantly hanging over them. 
Is there a way we can improve engagement and 
communication with those residents to make 

sure that they know that the council is aware of 
it and is monitoring it and there is more of a 
steady stream just to reassure people?” 
 Mr Robertson assured the councillor that this 

is something that the team is working on and 
once the policy is amended, there will be a 
website with frequently asked questions to put 
people’s minds at rest. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Rewilded Former Golf Course in Cheshire 
to be Transformed into Public Woodland 

 

An article by Patrick Barkham published on www.theguardian.com 
 

T was once an immaculate golf course where footballers such as Michael Owen and Dietmar 
Hamann teed off. These days, the only holes are those made by badgers and woodpeckers. 
Instead of golfers, self-sown silver birch saplings march over the greens. In the two years 

since its closure, Frodsham golf course in Cheshire has rewilded itself. Now it is being 
transformed into a public woodland after being acquired by the Woodland Trust. 

The 18-hole course is one of a 
growing number of once-exclusive 
swathes of land devoted to golf that 
are being put to new, more 
community friendly use as 
campaigners draw attention to the 
value of green space close to urban 
areas. 

“We’re really excited about this place,” said 
Simon Mangeean of the Woodland Trust, giving 
the Guardian an exclusive tour of the fairways 
now enjoyed by local joggers and dog-walkers. 
“Over lockdown, people came out and pretty 
much commandeered the space. Once the 
opportunity is there, it almost becomes like 
common land.” 

Frodsham golf course closed during the 
pandemic. When it was put up for sale, local 
residents feared that the scenic, 94-acre (38-
hectare) site would become a housing estate. 
Instead, it has been bought by a charitable trust 
and leased to the Woodland Trust, which is to 
allow natural regeneration alongside tree-
planting and the creation of wildflower-rich 
glades. 

In Brighton, Waterhall golf course, owned by 
the council, is being rewilded, while the former 
18-hole Beckenham Place Park has been 
transformed into south-east London’s biggest 
park. Other council-owned courses in Exeter 
and Sunderland are also being turned into wild 
green spaces for people and nature. 

On the northern end of a sandstone ridge 
that runs through Cheshire, the former course at 
Frodsham provides spectacular views over 
Frodsham Marsh, an internationally protected 
wetland, and across the Mersey to Liverpool’s 
Anglican Cathedral on the far horizon. 

The site becomes the latest addition to the 
Northern Forest, an effort to add 50m trees to 
10,000 square miles of mostly treeless northern 
England from Liverpool to Hull. 

Transforming the course into woodland will 
reconnect the ancient woods of Frodsham Hill 
Woods, Snidley Moor and Woodhouse Hill. 
“This was a highly strategic opportunity because 
it was up against ancient woodland,” said 
Mangeean. “With this land, we can buffer our 
ancient woodland particularly from pesticide and 
herbicide spray drift from farmland and make 
this habitat bigger, better and more joined up.” 

Older trees including some venerable ash 

and other native species planted by the golf 
course will be retained, with jays and squirrels 
helping plant acorns from the ancient oaks 
bordering the site. Volunteers from the local 
community will also plant trees from locally 
sourced seed. 

One-third of the course will remain open 
space such as glades sown with wildflowers, so 
retaining the spectacular views over the Mersey 
as well as biodiverse meadow species. “It’s not 
going to be wall-to-wall trees at all,” said 
Mangeean. Meanwhile the clubhouse has been 
turned into Ashton House children’s nursery and 
the Woodland Trust hopes the new woodland 
will provide forest opportunities for preschool 
children as well as the local primary and 
secondary schools. 

The plan was welcomed by local walkers. 
“I’m glad,” said Cliff Seeger. “I’ve heard they are 
going to plant thousands more trees on it. There 
is space for a lot more trees and the environ-
ment needs more green areas.” 

“It’s just like a country park has opened up,” 
said Sophie Gibson. “I think there are some 
golfers who aren’t quite so happy but it’s a lovely 
spot with great views.” 

However, in the nearby market town of 
Frodsham it is difficult to find any dissenters. 
Even among golfers. One local golfer said: “It’s 
good news. It’s much better than having housing 
built on it.” 

“We’re all ecstatic,” said Jayne Davies, 
proprietor of Tail Mates pet shop and dog-
friendly cafe. “It was a very nice golf course but 
it’s nice to have something there for everyone. 
Not everyone plays golf. A woodland is more 
universal.” 

“It’s a great thing to see people using this 
place, coming out for exercise, or spiritual 
nourishment,” said Mageean. The Woodland 
Trust is not against golf courses, but would 
welcome more wildlife-friendly links. “The 
biodiversity value of golf courses could be 
massively increased if they changed their 
conventional management practices. If I was a 
golfer, I’d love to see more wildflowers in the 
rough for instance.” 

The campaigner and writer Guy Shrubsole, 
who launched a petition to open urban golf 
courses to the public for exercise during the 
pandemic, said the conversion of Frodsham into 
woodland was a good sign. “Golf courses take 
up a disproportionate area of our green belt and 
green spaces in cities. In urban areas, far more 
of them need to be repurposed as public parks 
filled with wildlife rather than manicured greens.” 

The sandstone ridge at Frodsham is rich in 
archaeology from iron age hill-forts to middens 
from the stone age. Mangeean added: “I wonder 
what the archaeologists of the future will make 
of the sandy bunkers in the midst of a 
woodland?”

I 

http://www.theguardian.com/


 
 20 

Thousands of Council Planted Trees Die  
 

An article by Gemma Parry for MailOnline 
 

HOUSANDS of trees planted in several communities across England funded by £11m of 
taxpayers' cash died after a 'rush job' by councils. Council data shows at least 80 local 
authorities are not recording if trees planted as part of a government initiative to increase 

woodland in England and contribute to climate change are surviving, despite the huge influx of 
cash.  

Some authorities have reported 
survival rates below projected 
numbers, despite expert opinion 
that survival rates should be 
between 90 to 95% if the scheme is 
carried out properly with aftercare.  

As a result, some have promised to replace 
the dead trees, which would require additional 
resources.  

Council data shows at least 80 local 
authorities are not recording if trees planted as 
part of a government initiative to increase wood-
land in England and contribute to climate 
change are surviving 

Many have been left concerned that the 
funding is being used to rush planting projects in 
a bid for councils and businesses to prove their 
eco-credentials.   

Andy Egan, Head of Conservation Policy for 
the Woodland Trust, told the Telegraph local 
authorities are lacking the resources to care for 
their newly planted trees to ensure their survival.  

He said the Woodland Trust is asking the 
Government to use the Environmental Improve-
ment Plan to ensure 'the long-term investment 
that's needed'.  

The 25-year plan aims to improve the 
environment by prioritising practices to ensure 

clean air, such as ending the sale of new petrol 
and diesel cars in the UK by 2040, using natural 
resources in a more sustainable way, 
minimising waste and managing exposure to 
chemicals among other pledges.  

One of these includes pledging £9 million to 
plant trees in communities across England to 
introduce 30,000 hectares of new woodland 
annually by 2025. The plan will report annually 
on its progress from this year onwards.  

Last August, a report showed that 90% of 
trees planted by West Norfolk Borough Council 
in Lynnsport died since being planted earlier 
that year, in April. Councillor Michael de Whalley 
of the Green Party at West Norfolk Borough 
Council planted the 6,000 trees in Lynnsport 

The 6,000 whips were planted in the area as 
part of the local authority's drive to offset carbon 
emissions. However, the council later admitted 
many of the trees had died due to vandalism and 
a dry weather spell.  

Conservationist Dr Charlie Gardner, visited 
the site in August and tested 150 trees, 135 of 
which had perished and 15 which he described 
as being in 'a very bad condition'. He claimed 
many trees had not been properly planted into 
the ground. The trees that have been lost are 
due to be replaced next month.  

Dr Gardner also visited a former waste site 
in King's Lynn, Norfolk, where just 10% of 6,500 

trees are thought to have survived. He told the 
Telegraph that the 'whole thing seems like a 
rush job, done for show instead of making sure 
it's done properly.  

Around 1,000 trees have now been 
replaced in the King's Lynn site, according to the 
local authority.   

Elsewhere, the Greater London Authority 
has no records on how many of the 430,000 
trees planted since 2016 have survived, but has 
said lost trees will be replaced in three years.  

Furthermore, vandalism contributed to the 
destruction of trees planted by local businesses 
in East Staffordshire.  

Richard Benwell, CEO of Wildlife and 
Countryside Link, said: 'It's vital that local 
authorities have the investment and expertise 
they need to plan, protect and maintain wood-
land and trees properly.' 

In 2021, more trees were blown down by 
storms than were planted in England. Devastat-
ion wreaked by Storm Arwen, which hit the UK 
on 26 and 27 November 2021, brought down 
8,164 acres of woodland in England, a Forestry 
Commission assessment has found.  

The storm accounted for the majority of the 
8,278 acres of trees felled in total across 
England, but the area of trees created in 
2021/22 in England was 5,585 acres, meaning 
more by area were lost than gained. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bungling Volunteers Burn Down 500-Year-Old Tree  
 

By Ffion Haf for MailOnline 
 

UNGLING villagers volunteered to tidy up an ancient tree where 'Pilgrim's Progress' 
author John Bunyan preached 400 years ago and accidentally burnt it down. The 10 
volunteers turned up with a chainsaw, secateurs and a tractor before spending hours 

pulling masses of ivy off the famous local landmark which is known as the Pilgrim Tree. 

Carol McCall, Parish council 
chairwoman, had told them the day 
before to bring along any dry 
material they may have which 
would help with the fire lighting. 

Then, after clearing away brambles from 
around the 30ft high ash tree at Rush Meade 
Meadow in Pulloxhill, Bedfordshire, they lit a 
bonfire to burn the debris. 

However, as the villagers gathered round 
the fire to survey their handiwork, a stray spark 
set light to overhanging 15ft branches and they 
could only watch helplessly as they burned for 
four hours before falling off to leave just the 
charred stump of the 500-year-old tree. 

Parish councillor Leonie Austin wrote in the 
Pulloxhill Village newsletter afterwards: “A 

group of volunteers gathered on Rushymeade 
to clear brush and ivy from around the Pilgrim 
Tree. A good start was made and an old laid 
hedge was uncovered in good enough condition 
to be restored. Masses of ivy was removed from 
the tree. 

“As with previous sessions, a bonfire was lit 
to get rid of all the brush. Unfortunately, a spark 
from the fire quickly caught light in its trunk and 
a few hours later the main branches had fallen. 
Although fire is no longer a risk, the tree and 
fallen branches are still dangerous so please 
avoid getting too close.” 

The group was clearing the surrounding 
area of the tree, which stands alone in the 
meadow which belongs to the parish council, to 
make space to plant a new tree in the new year.  

Although they believed the bonfire was lit at 

a 'safe distance', somehow the branches caught 
fire. As the tree was dead, the it soon started to 
burn. Due to its inaccessible placement, the 
group did not decide to call the fire brigade and 
decided to let it burn out. It took about four hours 
before the branches began to fall down. 

Councillor Austin said “Now we have 
cordoned off the area until we can get the tree 
surgeon out again in the New Year to make it 
safe and remove what is left of the branches. 

“Local legend has it that John Bunyan 
preached there so all the locals calls it the 
Pilgrim Tree.” 

Pulloxhill is one of the oldest settlements in 
Bedfordshire, dating back more than 1,000 
years, and was mentioned in the Domesday 
Book when it was home to 11 villagers, 13 
smallholders and two slaves. 
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The ancient tree had a hollow trunk that 
formed a natural pulpit and could be climbed 
easily, meaning that John Bunyan could be 
heard readily as it acted as a natural 
soundboard. 

 
Who was John Bunyan?  
John Bunyan, born November 1628, was a 

celebrated English minister, and author of the 
well-known book 'Pilgrim's Progress'. 

Bunyan was brought up to be a tinker, like 
his father, but after his mother died he enlisted 
in the army. After the army was disbanded he 
began to become interested in Puritan religion.  

Taken with the church he began preaching 
and was very popular. However, as he was 
unlicensed to preach, he was arrested and 
spent between 1661 and 1672 in Bedford 
prison. It was there he wrote and published 
several books, his autobiography and where he 
began writing the famous novel, The Pilgrim's 
Progress. He later died in 1688 aged 59 and 
was buried at Bunhill Fields non-conformist 
cemetery in London. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

UAE Names Oil Chief to Lead COP28 Talks 
 

OW if you want a really good laugh then you will find the following article by Matt 
McGrath, the BBC Environment Correspondent absolutely hilarious! The head of one of 
the world's biggest oil companies has been named to lead the COP28 global climate talks 

in Dubai, later this year. 
Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber is 

currently chief executive officer of 
the Abu Dhabi National Oil Comp-
any. He is also the minister for 
industry and advanced technology 
for the COP28 hosts, the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Campaigners say he must stand down from 
his oil business role while president as it is a 
clear conflict of interest. They believe someone 
steeped in the oil industry may not push 
countries to rapidly reduce their production and 
use of fossil fuel, which scientists say is critical 
to avoiding dangerous climate change. 

Running the global climate talks process is 
not an easy job. For months before, and 
especially during the conference, every word 
and action of the president is heavily 
scrutinised. 

COP28 is already mired in 
controversy as hosts, the UAE, 
are one of the world's biggest 
producers of oil and gas. The 
appointment of a key figure in 
the energy industry as the 
president-designate of COP28 
will likely increase the concerns 
that the global climate talks 
process is facing significant 
influence from fossil fuel 
interests. 

The recent COP27 
gathering in Egypt was 
described by some attendees as 
a "glorified fossil fuel trade 
show". Analysis of those who 
registered for the event showed 
a significant increase in those 
who were connected to the oil 
and gas industry compared to 
previous meetings. 

Among the large delegation from the UAE at 
the conference in Sharm el-Sheikh, there were 
70 people closely connected to fossil fuels. 

Mr Al Jaber is the chief executive of the Abu 
Dhabi National Oil Company, said to be the 
world's 12th biggest oil company. Over the past 
decade he has become the face of the UAE's 
energy industry but he will be the first serving oil 
executive to assume the role of COP president. 

As well as being a minister and his country's 
climate envoy, he is also chairman of Masdar, 
the government-owned renewable energy 
company that he helped set up. He has certainly 
long warned of the dangers of climate change 
but campaigners are concerned about his 
appointment, and are calling for him to step 
aside from his industry roles. 

Tasneem Essop, from Climate Action 
International, said "It is imperative for the world 
to be reassured that he will step down from his 

role as the CEO of the Abu Dhabi National Oil 
Company. He cannot preside over a process 
that is tasked to address the climate crisis with 
such a conflict of interest, heading an industry 
that is responsible for the crisis itself." 

What will concern campaigners is that major 
oil and gas producers are among those opposed 
to a more rapid phase out of all fossil fuels. 

At COP27, there was a strong push from 
more than 80 countries for the conference to 
declare support for a phase down of oil and gas 
as well as coal. This attempt came to nothing in 
the face of strong opposition from countries the 
rely of fossil fuel exports. 

While Mr Al Jaber's appointment has been 
met with criticism from activists, others involved 
in climate diplomacy have welcomed the move. 

"The UAE has adopted a sound green 
growth strategy and is a major investor in 
renewable energy both at home and abroad," 

said Yvo de Boer, who was UN 
climate chief between 2006 and 
2010. 

"The COP president-
designate has been instrumental 
on many of these issues. This 
equips him with the 
understanding, experience and 
responsibility to make COP28 
ambitious, innovative and future 
focussed." 

Certainly those skills will be 
tested at the gathering in Dubai in 
early December this year. 
COP28 will hold the first formal 
assessment of progress on 
cutting carbon since the Paris 
agreement was signed. The 
"global stocktake" as it is called 
will be a key moment in clarifying 
just how much further countries 
will need to go in restricting their 
emissions 
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New Saddleworth Scientific Interest Site 
Highlights Importance of Woodland Loss 

 

An article by Gary Carter published on the Saddleworth Independent website 

 
 SITE close to the border between Saddleworth and Tameside has been declared a Site 
of Biological Importance (SBI) as the loss of ancient woodland is described as 
‘heartbreaking.’ The land in Grasscroft, which lies between the A670 Mossley Road and 

the railway that runs through the area, has been given the designation by the Greater 
Manchester Ecology Unit. 

However just over two miles 
away, work has now started on the 
link road between Knowls Lane and 
Oldham Road, including the 
destruction of an ancient woodland 
site which was fiercely contested 
by residents and local councillors 
at the planning stage. 

New research has shown that it is likely that 
that was the only ancient woodland site in the 
area. Local archaeologist Jane Barker research-
ed maps of all the local wooded areas of note, 
but none of them fulfilled the likely criteria for 
being ancient woodland.  

She said: “This just shows the importance of 
the ancient woodland at Knowls Lane, and how 
unjustified this decision was. Ancient woodland 
is so important to our country because it pro-
vides a local ecology that has been undisturbed 
for hundreds of years. 

“It is rare and often has not been identified, 
but for us to find it on our doorstep and see it 
destroyed is heartbreaking. It just goes to show 
how unique and important the original site was. 
As we have not found any, we will instead be 
looking to ensure that any sites which have 
other ecological importance can be identified 
and protected.” 

Being termed a Site of Biological Import-
ance offers no legal protection from plans to 
develop it but they do receive some protection 
through different policies. Their status must be 
also taken into consideration by local authorities 
when planning applications affect them. 

Saddleworth Independent understands 
another area in Uppermill, close to the allot-
ments, may also be declared an SBI. It is 
understood Saddleworth Parish Council is 
working with the ecology unit and an inspection 
is set to take place in summer. 

“It just goes to show how unique and 
important the original site was. As we have not 
found any, we will instead be looking to ensure 

that any sites which have other ecological 
importance can be identified and protected.” 

Being termed a Site of Biological Import-
ance offers no legal protection from plans to 
develop it but they do receive some protection 
through different policies. Their status must be 
also taken into consideration by local authorities 
when planning applications affect them. 

The Woodland Trust defines ancient 
woodland as an area of land where there has 
been a continuous cover of trees since 1600 and 
currently it makes up only 2% of British 
woodland. 

Local councillor Sam Al-Hamdani, who 
worked with Jane on the research, said: “Jane 
did some remarkable work in challenging the 
previous decision. Having seen the importance 
of ancient woodland from that, I first of all put 
forward a motion to council to embed future 
protection of ancient woodland in the 
forthcoming local plan. 

“Having someone with the knowledge, 
commitment and access to identify potential 
sites was a real opportunity and it is really sad 
to find that none of the other sites in the area 
would qualify. 

“It just goes to show how unique and 
important the original site was. As we have not 
found any, we will instead be looking to ensure 
that any sites which have other ecological 
importance can be identified and protected.” 

 
Editor’s comment: 

Those of you of around the same age as me 
will no doubt think of the “Moors Murders” when 
Ian Bardy and Myra Hindley murdered young 
children and buried the on Saddleworth Moor.  
Indeed, at least one of the poor souls is still 
buried there, awaiting discovery. 

Our daughter now lives in Mossley with her 
lovely family and we travel across Saddleworth 
Moor to visit them.  It can be a wild, barren, wind-
swept, foreboding place but then again on a 
sunny day it is beautiful. 

Being moorland it is not exactly rich in trees 
and those there are have their shapes formed 
by the winds, but every season has its own 
beauty and we love the place. 

Yes, I can appreciate the need for this new 
link road but I will never accept that it has to be 
at the expense of woodland. 

Ok.  It is not ancient woodland but if you 
clear it we will never have ancient woodland in 
the future and I personally believe that ALL 
woodland is equally important. 

So come on Highway Authority.  It may cost 
a few bob more to re-route this new road but 
surely it is worth it. 

An SBI is beyond valuation so appreciate 
what you have … please.
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You Need Photo ID to Vote at May Elections  
 

OR the first time, Broadland and South Norfolk residents will need to show photographic 
ID to vote at this year’s local elections. Residents are being urged to make sure they are 
ready to vote in May by checking they have an accepted form of ID. Accepted forms of ID 

include a UK, European Economic Area (EEA) or Commonwealth passport; a UK, EEA or 
Commonwealth drivers’ licence; and some concessionary travel passes, such as an older 
person’s bus pass or an Oyster 60+ card. Voters will be able to use expired ID if they are still 
recognisable from the photo.

Anyone who does not have one 
of the accepted forms of ID will be 
able to apply for free ID online on 
the GOV.UK website at or by 
completing a paper form. 

The full list of accepted ID is available on the 
Electoral Commission’s website, along with 
more information about the new requirement 
and details of how to apply for the free ID. 

Ailsa Irvine, Director of Electoral 
Administration and Guidance, said “Anyone 
voting at a polling station in England this May 
will need to show photo ID before they can be 
given their ballot paper. It’s important that 
everyone understands what types of ID they can 
use, and how to apply for free ID if they need it. 
You can find information about the new 
requirement and what to expect at the polling 

station on the Electoral Commission’s website.” 
Trevor Holden, Returning Officer for, 

Broadland and South Norfolk said “With 
elections taking place on 4 May 2023, it is 
important that those who want to vote make sure 
they have an accepted form of ID. It may seem 

early but checking now means you will be ready 
to vote in May. 

“Residents who do not have one of the 
accepted forms of ID can apply for free ID either 
online or by completing a paper application form 
and sending this to our electoral services team. 
If you need any help with applying for the free ID 
or want to request an application form, visit our 
website to find out how to get involved.” 

Anyone who wants to have their say in the 
elections this May must also be registered to 
vote. It only takes five minutes to register online 
on the GOV.UK website. Voters wishing to apply 
to their council for free ID should first make sure 
they are registered to vote. 

The requirement to show photo ID at the 
polling station, is a new requirement, introduced 
by the UK Government’s Elections Act which 
was passed last year and comes into effect for 
the first time this May.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Greta Thunberg Detained at German Protest 
 

 WAS absolutely disgusted to read that climate campaigner Greta Thunberg was among 
those briefly detained by police at a protest in western Germany. Writing on the BBC news 
website Antoinette Radford reported that Greta was protesting with activists seeking to stop 

the abandoned village of Lützerath from being demolished for the expansion of a coal mine. 

Police clarified that Great had 
not been arrested and later said she 
had been released after an ID 
check. 

The Swedish activist was “detained” after a 
group "rushed towards the ledge" of the 
Garzweiler 2 mine, police said. Officers also 
confirmed all of those detained would not be 
charged. 

Video from the scene showed three officers 
carrying Ms Thunberg from the protest as she 
smiled, as shown opposite. 

Police also told Reuters news agency that 
one man jumped into the mine, which is located 
some 9km (5.6 miles) from Lützerath. 

Activists argue burning coal undermines 
Germany's efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. The government has pledged to 
bring forward the phase-out of coal in North 
Rhine-Westphalia, the state in which the mine 
lies, to 2030. The national target is 2038. 

Lignite is the dirtiest form of coal, and the 
area around Lützerath yields 25 million tonnes 
of it each year. 

The village, owned by energy company 
RWE after residents abandoned it, is expected 
to be the final one demolished for the lignite 
mine. RWE has said the coal under the village 
is needed as early as this winter.  

The government argues it needs to expand 
the mine to keep up with German energy 

demand as it deals with the interruption of gas 
from Russia. 

Organisers of the protest said around 
35,000 demonstrators attended on 14 January 
while police said the number was closer to 
15,000.  

Police said they had managed to remove all 
activists from the town over the weekend. 
Footage from Sunday showed Ms Thunberg 
and other protesters being moved along by 
police. 

What a lady!! 
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Government Falling 'Far Short' on 
Environmental Targets 

 
By Malcolm Prior, BBC News Rural Affairs Team 

 
OVERNMENT efforts to improve England's environment and to protect the natural world 
are falling "far short" of what is needed, a watchdog has warned. A report by the 
independent Office for Environmental Protection (OEP) also says the country is facing a 

"deeply concerning decline in biodiversity". 

It found many of the govern-
ment's 23 environmental targets 
were at significant risk of not being 
achieved. The government said it 
would consider the report carefully. 

The study assessed 32 environmental 
areas, from species numbers to air and water 
quality improvements, and found nine trends 
were improving, 11 were static and eight were 
deteriorating. In four areas, there was not 
enough data to make a reliable assessment. 

"The situation is poor across the board, with 
adverse trends across marine, freshwater and 
terrestrial environments," it said. 

Of the 23 environmental targets it looked at, 
it assessed 14 as "off track" while the remaining 
nine could not be assessed because the 
evidence was not available. 

A spokesman for Defra said it would publish 
a new environmental improvement plan later in 
January that would help it to meet its targets to 
protect the natural world, tackle climate change 
and halt the decline in species populations by 
2030. 

Richard Benwell, CEO of campaign group 
Wildlife and Countryside Link, said that the 
report showed that "rapid, concerted action and 
investment" was needed if environmental 
targets were to be met. 

"To halt the decline of nature, the days of 
fluffy wish lists, and back-of-the-settee funding 
for nature policy must end," he added. 

The OEP, set up under the 2021 Environ-
ment Act to hold the government and other 
public bodies to account, said there had been "a 
frequent failure" by the government to meet its 
own legally-binding targets. 

It said the Covid pandemic, the war in 
Ukraine and the cost of living crisis had 
worsened a lack of coherence in environmental 
strategy within Defra and across government. 

"Overall, we do not think the current pace 
and scale of action will deliver the changes 
necessary to improve the environment in 
England significantly," the report said. 

Dame Glenys Stacey, the chair of the OEP, 
said there now needed to be co-ordinated action 
across all levels of government and improved 
data collection and monitoring to ensure targets 

were being met. 
"Progress on delivery of the 25 Year 

Environment Plan has fallen far short of what is 
needed to meet government's ambition to leave 
the environment in a better state for future 
generations," she said. 

Despite some improvements in air quality 
and people's engagement with nature, she said: 
"Many extremely worrying environmental trends 
remain unchecked, including a chronic decline 
in species abundance." 

A Defra spokesperson pointed to the work it 
had done since it published its 25 year environ-
mental plan in 2018, including the funding of 
more than 120,000 hectares of nature recovery 
projects, increased tree planting rates and 
restoration of peatland. 

A new environmental improvement plan, to 
be launched at the end of January, will set out 
"the comprehensive action this government will 
take to reverse the decline in nature, achieve 
our net zero goals and deliver cleaner air and 
water," he added. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

New Tree Guidance Published for Local Authorities 
 

Published on https://envirotecmagazine.com 
 

 NEW TOOLKIT has been published, designed to provide local authorities across the 
country with specific guidance on tree planting, supporting them to plan for the 
landscape of the future and helping to tackle climate change, build greater resilience and 

develop nature recovery. 

Commissioned by the Asso-
ciation of Directors of Environment, 
Economy, Planning and Transport 
(ADEPT) and funded by the Rees 
Jeffreys Road Fund, the Value of 
Trees toolkit provides information 
on species selection and latest 
guidance on tree planting and 
maintenance and is aimed at local 
authorities and third party organis-
ations, such as developers. 

Leicestershire County Council, together 
with specialist consultants Treeconomics, took 
the lead on the project, which includes a tree 
valuation matrix. This calculates the monetary 
value of different tree species according to the 
ecosystem services they provide, including 
carbon storage and sequestration, flood 
management and air pollution removal. 

Additionally, a trees species selection tool 
helps designers to decide on the right species 
for a location depending on the local 
environmental conditions and required 
characteristics such as crown shape or autumn 
colour. 

Although the guidance has been developed 
for Leicestershire, the framework is adaptable 
and can be applied to other geographical 
locations, taking into consideration local 
environmental and landscape characteristics. 

Mark Kemp, President of ADEPT said: 
“Local authorities are planting trees as part of 
their plans to accelerate woodland creation and 
support their climate change agendas, but we 
are concerned about challenges that may be 
presented by diseases such as ash dieback. 

“ADEPT wanted to measure the impact of 
ash dieback on local authorities and develop 
support for local authorities across the country, 
so we commissioned the Value of Trees project. 

We wanted to develop a considered strategy to 
delivering ecosystem services and create a 
consistent, evidence-based approach. 

“This guidance document has the potential 
to become a decision making framework for 
local authorities and others across the country 
and we hope it will also help to influence national 
policy.” 

Ginny Clarke, Rees Jeffreys Road Fund 
Vice Chair, said: “Rees Jeffreys Road Fund 
objectives are to foster improvements in the 
engineering, management and use of roads, so 
that they are safer, more environmentally 
sensitive, and more aesthetically pleasing.  We 
are therefore pleased to support the Value of 
Trees Project and hope it proves a useful tool to 
highways authorities across the UK.” 

Councillor Blake Pain, lead member for the 
environment and the green agenda at 
Leicestershire County Council, said: 
“Leicestershire County Council has shown its 
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commitment to protecting and increasing its tree 
population by working in partnership to develop 
the Tree Charter and the Net Zero Action Plan. 
The Value of Trees work is a further step in the 
right direction towards a future with trees that 
are thriving and delivering multiple benefits for 
Leicestershire residents.” 

Leicestershire County Council will now be 
piloting the guidance and testing the framework 
in their area. 

The next phase of the project will look at 
how Leicestershire’s Tree Charter, developed in 
partnership with The National Forest, can be 
extended to encompass the findings of the 

project. The team are also considering 
developing software where tree species can be 
selected depending on a number of variables. 

More information is available on the ADEPT 
website: www.adeptnet.org.uk/value-trees-
report 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Forestry Commission Lifts Phytophthora 
pluvialis Restrictions on Timber Industry 

 

A GOV.UK Press Release 
 

ESTRICTIONS on the felling and movement of timber in six demarcated areas in England 
impacted by Phytophthora pluvialis will be lifted, the Forestry Commission announced 
on 17 January. The UK Chief Plant Health Officer Nicola Spence has confirmed the 

changes following updated research which shows that the risk of the disease spreading via the 
movement of timber and wood materials into wider sites is low.  A Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) has 
been carried out and updated following consultations and latest research findings. 

Phytophthora pluvialis is a 
fungus-like pathogen known to 
affect a variety of tree species, 
including western hemlock, 
Douglas fir, tanoak and several pine 
species (in particular radiata pine). 
It is reported to cause needle cast 
(where needles turn brown and fall 
off), shoot dieback, and lesions on 
the stem, branches, and roots. 

Current restrictions in England on the 
affected sites in Cornwall, Devon, Cumbria, 
Herefordshire, Surrey, Gloucestershire, and 
Shropshire restrict the felling and movement of 
susceptible timber and wood materials (wood, 
bark and trees), as well as plants for planting, 
which originate within the demarcated areas. 
The new demarcated area notices will no longer 
restrict the felling and movement of susceptible 
timber and wood material but will continue to 
restrict the movement of plants for planting. 

We continue to research and monitor the 
level of risk and likelihood of entry of the disease 
into the wider environment and will keep the 
revised demarcated area restrictions under 
review. This revised approach will the forestry 
sector return to more typical operating 
conditions within the demarcated areas. 
Authorisation through your local APHA 
inspector is still required for any movement of 
plants for planting within the demarcated area. 
Additionally, susceptible material from known 
infected sites within the demarcated areas 
continues to be restricted and can only be 
received by authorised businesses, more details 
can be found on GOV.UK. 

UK Chief Plant Health Officer Nicola 
Spence said “Following findings of 
Phytophthora pluvialis, swift, robust and 
precautionary action was taken at the affected 
sites to limit the spread of this potentially harmful 
pathogen into wider areas. Some of these 
restrictions are now being lifted, in line with the 
latest science which shows the risk of the 

disease spreading via timber movement 
pathways is low. We are confident that this 
move strikes the right balance between 
stringent biosecurity and supporting forestry 
sector trade. 

“I urge all sectors to continue to be vigilant 
for signs of Phytophthora pluvialis by checking 
the health of western hemlock and Douglas-fir 
trees. Key symptoms to look out for are lesions 
on the stem, branch or roots. Any sightings 
should be reported to the Forestry Commission 
via its TreeAlert online portal.” 

Forestry Commission’s Plant Health 
Forestry’s Operations Manager Andy Hall said 
“Based on current research which shows the 
risk of P. pluvialis spreading via timber move-
ment pathways is low, we have revoked some 
restrictions in the demarcated areas in Cornwall, 
Devon, Cumbria, Herefordshire, Surrey, 
Gloucestershire and Shropshire. 

“Any material from uninfected sites will no 
longer have restrictions on movement and 
processing and does not have to be inspected 
and moved to authorised processors only. 
Restrictions do however remain in place on 
movement of plants for planting and materials 
arising from infected sites within these areas. 

“Research and monitoring of the level of risk 
and likelihood of entry of the disease into the 
wider environment continues and we will keep 
the demarcated area approach under review.” 

Phytophthora pluvialis was first identified in 
Great Britain in August 2021 on a stand of 
western hemlock in Cornwall. Following further 
findings, fourteen demarcated areas have been 
implemented around outbreak sites across 
Great Britain, with six in England. Correspond-
ing plant health requirements restricting the 
felling and movement of susceptible timber and 
wood materials (wood, bark and trees), as well 
as plants for planting, were based on the patho-
gen’s behaviour observed in other countries. 
Forestry Commission, Forest Research and the 
Animal and Plant Health Agency have 
conducted further surveillance and diagnostic 
analysis to understand more about the 
pathogen and ensure that any required control 

measures were swiftly undertaken to stop its 
spread. This included extensive ground and 
aerial surveillance as part of a UK-wide survey, 
and comprehensive research and modelling to 
explore factors such as climatic and potential 
species susceptibility to inform the management 
response. 

The well-established biosecurity protocol for 
tree pests and diseases is under constant 
review to ensure policy approaches are 
appropriate to the level of risk. This approach 
will continue based on further research and 
continued monitoring of the pathogen. 

The demarcated area notices have been 
revoked in part in line with regulation 17(3) of the 
Official Control (Plant Health and Genetically 
Modified Organisms) (England) Regulations 
2019, which allows for the revocation of a notice 
in whole or in part by way of issuing a further 
notice. New notices will be re-issued under 
regulation 17 (2) in relation to the presence of a 
controlled plant pest. 

For behind-the-scenes insight into the 
ongoing science, surveillance and eradication 
efforts controlling the spread of Phytophthora 
pluvialis, read this blog. 

Further information on tree pests and 
diseases, and how to identify them, is available 
here. 

Landowners are asked to report any 
suspect trees via TreeAlert. 

Trees are at the forefront of the 
government’s plans to achieve net zero 
emissions by 2050, to help to bend the curve of 
biodiversity loss, improve the environment and 
to create thousands of green jobs while better 
connecting people with nature. 

The England Trees Action Plan, supported 
by circa £750 million from the Nature for Climate 
Fund, is a once-in-a-generation plan to help 
achieve this vision. We will see an 
unprecedented number of trees planted, 
protected and managed to deliver more for 
society, nature, the climate and the economy, 
setting us on a path to realise our longer-term 
ambitions for increased tree cover. 
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.forestresearch.gov.uk%2Ftools-and-resources%2Ffthr%2Ftree-alert%2F&data=05%7C01%7CEllie.Clark%40defra.gov.uk%7C13045dcb1c8b47b4d61708daf87437dc%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C0%7C0%7C638095475284331770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oELc7Upbe8cqm2qv0iqppnmzbwB3%2BzLKmDIJcXDNI3s%3D&reserved=0
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Norwich Tree Heritage Preservation Campaign  
 

By Maya Derrick, Reporter for Norwich Evening News 

 
AMPAIGNERS are demanding the budget for planting trees near roads in Norwich is 
expanded to protect a 100-year green legacy. Just £20,000 has been allocated by Norfolk 
County Council for 2022-23 as a survey showed more trees were lost than retained in a 

city ward last year. More than 800 people have signed a petition to find more resources for 
planting trees along Norwich's highways, with a particular motivation in mind. 

In the 1920s and 30s, Cpt Arnold 
Sandys-Winsch planted 20,000 
trees in public parks and along 
streets in Norwich. 

Nelson ward Green Party county councillor 
Paul Neale called the budget "insignificant" and 
said: "Our survey of street trees in Nelson ward 
found 60 gaps where trees need replacing, but 
the county’s budget will fund just three trees." 

The £20,000 budget can fund 40 standard 
trees for Norwich as a whole, but with additional 
costs, the figure could drop below 10 trees. 

He added: "We have worked with officers to 
secure some additional government match 
funding, but this will still not be sufficient to save 

our tree heritage in Norwich as trees. 
"If you consider a parking permit zone costs 

£10,000, a zebra crossing in the region of 
£85,000 and extending yellow lines about 20 
metres costs £5,000, then £20,000 for trees is 
nothing. 

"This is a fight to make sure enough is done 
to ensure there's still a budget for this resource. 
Trees are a carbon soak. It's amazing how much 
carbon they offset." 

Although Norwich City Council has a higher 
rate of tree planting on council land in its 
ownership at around 130 standard trees a year, 
Green councillors say it should at least double 
this number. 

Nelson ward Green Party city councillor 

Denise Carlo added: "We are asking all 
residents who care about trees to sign a petition. 
Cpt Sandys-Winsch's tree legacy will disappear 
unless both councils invest more money in 
trees." 

A spokesman for the county council said: 
"Budgets are constrained so we prioritise 
maintenance of existing trees over planting new 
ones. We have recently taken advantage of a 
funding opportunity from the Forestry 
Commission’s Local Authority Treescapes Fund 
to plant more than 100 trees in Norwich over two 
years. 

"There are also lots of opportunities for 
communities to get involved in our exciting One 
Million Trees for Norfolk project." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bee-Harming Pesticide Use Given Emergency 
Authorisation … Again 

 

By Malcolm Prior, BBC News Rural Affairs Team 
 

HE UK GOVERNMENT has again given emergency authorisation for the use of a type of 
pesticide banned because of the harm it can cause bees. Permission to use a neo-
nicotinoid on sugar beet seeds has been given to protect the crop from a particularly 

damaging virus spread by aphids. 

The authorisation was given 
against the advice of an 
independent panel of pesticide 
experts. Campaign group Friends 
of the Earth labelled the move 
"incredibly brazen". 

However, Michael Sly, chairman of the NFU 
Sugar board, welcomed the decision, saying he 
was "relieved".  

"The British sugar beet crop continues to be 
threatened by virus yellows disease, which in 
recent years has caused crop losses of up to 
80%. The home-grown sugar industry is working 
hard to find viable, long-term solutions to this 
disease," he said. 

The Department for Environment Food and 
Rural Affairs (Defra) said strict conditions would 
be in place and the pesticide - a seed treatment 
called thiamethoxam - could only be used if 
independent modelling predicted a yellows virus 
incidence of 63% or above. If that threshold is 
met and the pesticide used, other conditions will 
minimise risks to the environment, it said. 

The overall ban on the use of neonicotinoid 

pesticides remains in place. 
Farming Minister Mark Spencer said the 

emergency authorisation was taken after 
"careful consideration" and as "a necessary 
measure to protect the industry". 

The decision was informed by advice from 
the Health and Safety Executive (HSE), the 
independent UK Expert Committee on 
Pesticides (ECP) and Defra's own Chief 
Scientific Adviser, Professor Gideon 
Henderson. 

However, the ECP did not support the 
authorisation, saying: "In light of the risk 
assessment conducted, a reduction in survival 
of honey bees and impacts on homing flight 
ability (which also influences survival of 
foragers) could occur." 

The HSE also said the risks posed to bees 
foraging on the pollen and nectar from flowering 
crops planted in fields after treated sugar beet 
posed "a potential concern", but Professor 
Henderson said that could be dealt with by 
insisting on a 32-month minimum period before 
a flowering crop could be planted. 

In his advice, he also said: "There is clear 
and abundant evidence that these neo-

nicotinoids are harmful to species other than 
those they are intended to control, and 
particularly to pollinators, including bees." 

In granting authorisation, the Minister 
conceded that there was still "a degree of 
uncertainty in relation to the risks to bees." 

Despite the pesticide normally not being 
approved for use, this is the third year the 
government has given emergency 
authorisation. 

Sandra Bell, of Friends of the Earth, 
described the decision as "incredibly brazen", 
adding: "The government has gone directly 
against the advice of its own scientific advisors 
with potentially devastating consequences for 
bees and other vital pollinators. 

"The health of us all and the planet depends 
on their survival. The government must fulfil its 
duty to protect wildlife and keep pesticides off 
our crops for good." 

The UK's decision comes just days after the 
Court of Justice of the European Union said that 
EU member states could no longer offer 
exemptions to the bloc's ban on crop seeds 
treated with neonicotinoids. 

C 
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Tree Preservation Orders and 
Conservation Area News 

 
  

Broadland Tree Preservation Orders Served, Confirmed and Revoked 
TPO No Address Served Trees Protected Status 

2022 No 11 Land rear of 14 Norwich Road, Strumpshaw 21/09/2022 A1 various species Provisional 

2022 No 12 250 Fakenham Road, Taverham 02/11/2022 T1 oak Provisional 

2022 No 13 Land rear of 9 St Pauls Close, Hellesdon 16/12/2022 T1 magnolia Provisional 

 
 

Current Works to Trees Subject to a Tree Preservation Order and  
Section 211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 

App No Address Cat Species / Requested Works Decision 

20191982 
Bircham Centre, Market Place, 
Reepham 

211 T1 & T2 holly – fell. Withdrawn 

20201760 
Land West of Abbey Farm Commercial 
Park, Church St, Horsham St Faith 

TPO 
G1 5 x ash and sycamore and G19 1 x verge tree - full details 
provided within the attached cover letter. 

21/09/2020 

20220220 
The Hollies, 43 Waterloo Road, 
Hainford 

TPO 
T1 & T2 species unknown - fell.                                                           
T3 species unknown - remove dead overhanging branches. 

Appeal 
lodged 

20220625 The Norwich Golf Club, Hellesdon TPO T1 spruce - 4m height reduction. from 14m to 10m. Withdrawn 

20221724 14 Lake View Drive, Brundall TPO 

T1 oak - remove major deadwood, reduce lowest branch toward 
house from 10m to 5m, reduce upper crown growing toward house 
from 7.5m to 5.5m, reduce weight loading on branches over play 
area, reduce dominance of northern canopy over garden and 
increase light levels to house and garden.                                                                                            
T2 lime - remove epicormic growth to 5m and major deadwood, 
routine maintenance to allow more light into garden.                    
T3 oak - remove epicormic growth to 8m, routine maintenance to 
allow more open views through trees and increase low light levels.                                                               
T4 oak - remove lowest small branch to west and major deadwood 
over steps, routine maintenance to allow more open views through 
trees and increase low light levels to the woodland floor.                 
T5 sweet chestnut - remove the two mature basal growths to west, 
(poor form and growing horizontally) to allow more open views 
through the trees and increase low light levels to woodland 
floor.                                                                    T6 sweet chestnut 
- remove low growth to 5m to allow more open views through trees 
and increase low light levels to woodland floor. T7 sweet chestnut - 
remove low growth to 4m, to allow more open views through trees 
and increase low light levels to woodland floor. T8 silver birch - 
reduce height from 14m to 10m, southern crown spread from 11m 
to 6m, to clear views to horizon, to help prevent tree failing at the 
base. 

Approved 

20221855 Forge Cottage, The Street, Oulton 211 Curly willow - pollard.  Approved 

20221865 Glenmaric, Marsh Road, Halvergate TPO 

Willow - current height 30m. Proposed height 20m. Crown 
reduction of around 30%.                                                                 
Fruit trees x 5 - current height 15m. Proposed height 10m. Crown 
reduction of around 20%.                                                                 
Pear - 10m. Proposed height 8m. Remove rotten branches.                                                                                     
Conifer hedge - current height 2m. Reduce height to 1.2 to 1.5m.                                                                                     
Magnolia - current height 2.5m to 3m. Proposed height 2m. 
Reduce the crown by 20% and remove lower hanging branches. 

Approved 

20221869 16 Station Road, Foulsham 211 

T1 willow - pollard to a height of 2m.                                                 
T2 pussy willow - cut back lowest limb to point of origin.           
Remaining bullace/Salix trees to be sided up to reduce conflict 
over boundary.                                                                            
Remaining trees/hedge along same eastern boundary to be cut 
back to a vertical line to the full height of the trees.                        
All trees approx 3m crown spread and 5m in height. 

Approved 
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20221878 
Saint Marys Church,                           
Great Witchingham 

TPO 

T1 & T2 lime - remove lower epicormic growth. Reduce away from 
church approx 3m and 15%thin crown  leaving a 3m.                                                                        
T3 lime - remove lower epicormic growth and thin crown by 15%. 
T4 - T13 Limes - Remove lower epicormic growth. 

Approved 

20221880 South Lodge, Oak Lane, Old Catton 211 

T1 yew - reduce all crown branches max 2m.                               
T2 maple - reduce all crown branches max 3m.                               
T3 & T4 maple - coppice.                                                                 
T5 Thuja - reduce all crown branches max 4m.                               
T6 beech - reduce entire crown max 2m.                                           
S1 shrubs - reduce by 2m.                                                                  
H2 holly and M1 ash - reduce entire crown by 2m. 

16/11/2022 

20221883 The Old Rectory, Norwich Road, Acle TPO 

T1 cedar of Lebanon Cedrus libani – Height approx 20m. Recent 
loss of two south-west main scaffold branches due to heavy 
rainfall, strong winds and heavy end weight has unbalanced 
canopy; target prune north-west, north-east and southern canopy 
by a max of 2m to reduce end weight loading. Replace dynamic 
bracing on south-west main scaffold branch that has lost tension 
due to storm damage at end of branch. 

Approved 

20221889 
Bradgate House, 63A Bishops Close, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

TPO 

T1 & T3 fir, T2 cherry, T4 & T5 sycamore and T6 beech - trim 
overhang back to boundary.                                                           
T7 conifer - remove and replant.                                                      
T8 & T12 hornbeam and T9 oak - crown raise outer foliage to 4m.                                                                                            
T10 & T11 hornbeam and T13 oak - crown raise outer foliage to 
4m at stem and 10% thin of upper canopy.                                    
T8 - T13 major deadwood removal. 

Approved 

20221898 6 The Avenue, Wroxham TPO T1 oak - approximately 16m high. Remove. Approved 

20221899 
Oakwood House, Beech Road, 
Wroxham 

211 T1 poplar – 16m tall. Fell. Approved 

20221927 
Berry Speciality Closures Ltd, 
Salhouse Road, Sprowston 

TPO 

GI holly and laurel understorey - reduce back 3m from boundary. 
T1, T2, T3 & T4 beech - reduce toward no 48 by 2.5m max.        
T5 & T6 beech - current height 21m and crown spread 6m south. 
Reduce south by no more than 2.5m and crown raise to 5.5m.  

Approved 

20221929 
The Old Cottages, The Moor, 
Reepham 

211 

T1 multi-stemmed ash - stem diameter varying from 0.6m-0.9m, 
with a crown height of 15m and crown spread of 12m. Fell.        
G1.1 cherry - stem diameter 0.6m, crown height 8m, crown spread 
4m. Reduce by 3m.                                                                    
G1.2 Norway maple - stem diameter 0.6m crown height 8m, crown 
spread 6m. Reduce height by 2m and crown width by 2m.            
G1.3 multi-stemmed hazel - stem diameters varying, height- 6m, 
crown spread- 3m. Remove main leader. 

Approved 

20221934 67 Low Road, Hellesdon TPO 

T1and T2 sycamore - approx 14m high with a 6m spread. Reduce 
height by 8m to create pollard specimens.                                                     
T3 oak - southern aspect spread 7m. Reduce southern lower to 
mid-crown area by 6-7m to eliminate overhang of rear garden.                                                                   
G1(mixed species - southern aspect spread 5m. Reduce overhang 
by approx 4-5m back to suitable growth points. 

Approved 

20221939 4 Church Terrace, Aylsham 211 T1 plum – fell. Approved 

20221956 Poplars Farm, Dog Lane, Horsford TPO 
G1 3 x Lawson cypress and 3 x Monterey cypress - 10m in height. 
Poor form and structure. Lack of amenity value. Fell.  

Withdrawn 

20221958 
West side of Cromer Road and south 
side of Waterloo Road, Hainford 

TPO Tree report TNC Stratton Strawless/Hevingham/Hainford. Approved 

20221962 Greengates, The Street, Oulton 211 
T1 oak - approx height 12m and spread 5m. Reduce back from 
building by 2m. 

Approved 

20221969 5 Hillside Road, Thorpe St Andrew 211 
T1 and T2 lime - approx 9m tall. Reduce by 5m back to old pollard 
points, leaving tree at 4m height.                                                       
T3 magnolia - remove dead/dying branch. 

Approved 

20221976 3 Caston Road, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 

T1 sweet chestnut - crown lift to 5m, crown clean and remove 
major deadwood. Reduction of eastern aspect of crown by 2m to 
achieve a radial spread of around 9m, removal of lower branches 
back to historical pollard point.                                                         
T2 sweet chestnut - crown lift to 5m, crown clean and remove 
major deadwood. Reduction of eastern and western aspects by 
around 2-2.5m to achieve an eastern radial spread of around 10m 
and a western radial spread of around 9m.                                    
T3 & T4 oak: crown lift to 5m, crown clean and deadwood. 
Reduction of eastern and western aspects of the tree by 2m to 
achieve a radial spread of around 9m (east and west).                                                                                             
T4 oak: crown lift to a height of 5m from ground level, crown clean 
and removal of major deadwood. Reduction of eastern and 
western aspects of the tree by 2m to achieve a radial spread of 
around 9m (eastern and western aspects) 

Approved 
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20221977 4 Park Road, Wroxham 211 3 x fir – fell. Approved 

20221980 40 Hungate Street, Aylsham 211 
T1 sycamore - re-pollard back to previous pollard points (at 5m 
from 9m) (Previous application 20170476). 

Approved 

20221981 23 The Avenue, Wroxham 211 
T1 beech - dismantle down to just above ground level.                  
T3 Douglas fir - remove 2 x broken branches to make safe. 

Approved 

20222004 
Penny Farthing, 29 Lower Street, 
Salhouse 

211 

T1 Macrocarpa - crown lift to 6m and remove snapped branch. 
Works to be carried out to alleviate impact on building and garden. 
T2 beech - reduce eastern aspect of crown overhanging house by 
2m to achieve a radial spread of around 8.5m. Reduce upper 
extremity on northern portion of crown by 1.5m to bring in line with 
remainder of crown. Reduce lower extremity on southern portion of 
crown by 1.5m to bring in line with remainder of crown. Crown lift 
to 4m from ground level. Works carried out to alleviate 
overextended branches and to alleviate impact on building.          
T3 Leylandii - dismantle to 2m due to low amenity value.              
T4 Lawson cypress - dismantle to 1m due to low amenity value. 

Approved 

20222012 10 Bishops Close, Thorpe St Andrew 211 Willow - approx 15m in height. Crown reduction of 5m all round. 15/12/2022 

20222022 231 Sqn, Constitution Hill, Sprowston TPO T1 sycamore - fell and grind out the stump. Approved 

20222027 
Oulton Lodge, 135 Norwich Road, 
Wroxham 

211 
T1 oak - 16.3m. Crown reduce by approximately 2.5-3.0m to 
reform more appeasing shape.                                                         
T2 Lawson cypress - 7-8m. Remove because heavily suppressed. 

19/12/2022 

20222028 
2 Monastery Cottages, The Moor, 
Reepham 

211 T1 mature walnut - fell to either ground level or to a 2-3 ft stump. Approved 

20222029 17 Barnby Road, Badersfield 211 Multi-stemmed sycamore - remove. Approved 

20222067 
Broadland Business Park, Old Chapel 
Way, Postwick 

TPO 

T3895, T3900, T3902, T3903, T3904, T3905, T3906, T3907, 
T3910, T3913, T3915, T3916 &T3917 lime - crown lift to 2.5m to 
maintain clear access over footpaths.                                              
T3908, T3909 & T3911 lime - crown lift to 4m to maintain clear 
access for vehicles over access road. 

22/12/2022 

20222085 
Eynsford House, Dereham Road, 
Reepham 

211 T1 conifer x 2 and T2 conifer x 2 - fell Approved 

20222086 
Church Farm, 6 Booton Road, 
Cawston 

211 
T1 elm – fell.                                                                                       
T2 robinia - remove limb over road. 

Approved 

20230001 25 Spinney Road, Thorpe St Andrew TPO 
2 x beech – remove deadwood on both trees and for the southern-
most tree (1) towards the front of the property I propose a crown 
raise to 5m and a 25% crown thin on major westerly limb. 

02/01/2023 

20230013 
Abbotts Hall Farm House, 
Drabblegate, Aylsham 

211 Oak - crown raise by 2.5m above barn. 05/01/2023 

20230014 
Pheasant Cottage, 1 Harrold Close, 
South Walsham 

TPO Pine – dead.  Remove Approved 

20230015 Land adj 90 Lower Street, Salhouse 211 2 x polar – fell. Approved 

20230021 
Norfolk Mead Hotel, Church Loke, 
Coltishall 

211 
Tree species unknown - undertake root pruning to exposed roots 
with a diameter of less than 20mm. 

Withdrawn 

20230022 44 Hungate Street, Aylsham 211 

T1 oak - approx measurement of limb before reduction is 5.7m.  
Reduce limb by 2m. Overhang is 3.3m.                                           
T2 cherry - approx measurement of limb before reduction of 
overhang 5.3m. Reduce overhang by from 3.1mby 2m 1.1m.        
T3 Corsican pine - approx measurement of the limb before 
reduction is 5.3m and overhang is 3.9m. Reduce limb by 2.5m and 
crown lift by 2m. 

06/01/2023 

20230023 3A Mill Road, Salhouse TPO 

1 x sycamore and 2 x oak - remove dead branches and epicormic 
shoots at base and on trunk. Crown raise to 5m over road, 
footpath and front gardens of 3A and 3B. Sever ivy at base. 
Reduce branches from overhead utility cables and give a 
clearance around telegraph pole of approximately 1m. 

06/01/2023 

20230027 Burgh House, Burgh Road, Aylsham 211 
T1 wild cherry – fell dead tree.                                                        
T2 sycamore x 2 – fell. Advised by S McCann, tree surgeon, they 
are dying and at risk due to close proximity to highway. 

09/01/2023 

20230031 
21 Roundway Down,                       
Thorpe St Andrew 

TPO 
Oak - 10m in height with a 6m crown spread. Remove all ivy and 
deadwood. Reduce lowest limb overhanging No 21 by 3m and 
raise low branches to clear fence and shed roof by 1.5m on north. 

09/01/20232 

20230032 
21 Roundway Down,                           
Thorpe St Andrew 

TPO 
T1 lime - 14.4m/5m. Remove                                                           
T2 lime - 13.4m/5m. Remove. 

09/01/2023 
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20220034 
The Haven, 1 The Paddocks, 
Aylsham 

TPO 
T1 horse chestnut - approx 20m in height, 6m width. Raise crown 
to approx 4m to allow clearance for vehicles and natural light into 
property. Deadwood and reduce crown by approx 3.5m to shape. 

10/01/2023 

20230039 90 Charles Close, Wroxham 211 T1 willow (11m) - remove. 10/01/2023 

20230040 Hill Barn, 4 Skinners Lane, Wroxham 211 
T1 birch (13m) - reduce two obvious lower laterals by 2.5m and 
clear ‘phone line by removing smaller diameter branch tips. 

10/01/2023 

20230050 
Fishermans Car Park,Carr Lane, 
Blickling 

TPO 
T1 oak - approx 25m in height. Selectively reduce overextending 
branches by up to 3m in length back to suitable pruning points. 

18/01/2023 

20230054 16 South Avenue, Thorpe St Andrew TPO Beech - remove branches over telephone wires by up to 2m. 09/01/2023 

20230066 20A Colkett Drive, Old Catton TPO 
T1 Acacia - 10m. Tree is in decline with large cracks forming 
cavities along main stem and unions. We wish to fell this tree. 

12/01/2023 

20230070 45 Charles Close, Wroxham 211 
T1 sweet gum - approx 10m height and 9m width. Reduce height 
by 3.5m and width by 3.15m. 

13/01/2023 

20230073 Ollands, Cawston Road, Heydon 211 

All boundary edge trees within proximal 2m of woodland site 
extents (as shown) to be pruned to allow access along entire 
boundary for purpose of installing boundary fences, planting gaps 
and eventual laying of existing understorey trees / shrubs where 
appropriate (and where smaller than 75mm in diameter at a height 
of 1.5m from ground level). Crown lift external facing canopies to 
no more than 2m by removal of small diameter secondary 
branches pruned to suitable secondary growth points. Resulting 
pruning cuts are not to exceed 75mm in diameter. 

16/01/2023 

20230090 Wood Lodge, Park Road, Wroxham 211 

T1 sycamore - 12m height. Reduce branches by approx 1-1.5m to 
clear sycamore and willow to mitigate forced suppression growth. 
T2 willow - 6-7m height. Deadwood and reduce crown by up to 
2.5m-3.0m to reshape. 

17/01/2023 

20230092 23 Ollands Road, Reepham 211 Hazel - reduce overhang, reducing the overall canopy by 10%. 17/01/2023 

20230095 6 Banningham Road, Aylsham 211 

T1 oak, 1.2m diameter, canopy height 15m, canopy width 12m in 
field opposite property and owned applicant. Deadwood.                                                                                     
T2 oak - 1.2m diameter, canopy height 15m, canopy width 10m. 
Located approx 20m up road from the property and owned by the 
applicant. Crown reduction reducing canopy height from 15m to 
12m and width from 10m to 8m. Tree is located next to a road that 
has significant foot traffic and owner wishes to avoid failures. 

17/01/2023 

20230107 
The Old Dairy, Haveringland Road, 
Felthorpe 

TPO T4 oak - fell and replant. 19/01/2023 

20230108 
Royal Norwich Golf Club, Weston Hall 
Road, Weston Longville 

TPO T1 Norway spruce – large tree. Fell to near ground level. 19/01/2023 

20230109 Hollies, 43 Waterloo Road, Hainford TPO T1 hornbeam – fell. 19/01/2023 

20230111 Heydon Hall, The Street, Heydon, 211 Poplar – fell and replant. 20/01/2023 

20230115 Sprowston Garden Centre, Spowston  TPO Willow - fell 20/01/2023 

20230120 Stanley Cottage, 58 Millgate, Aylsham 211 Apple x 2 - fell. 23/01/2023 

20230124 
10 Granary Loke, Brewmere House, 
Ollands Road, Reepham 

211 T1 ash - re-pollard back to previous points. 23/01/2023 

20230130 
10 Granary Loke, Brewmere House, 
Ollands Road, Reepham 

211 

T1 sweet chestnut - currently 16m tall and 17m spread. Reduce 
tree by approx 1-1.5m in height and spread. After reduction no less 
than 14.5m high and 15.5m spread. Remove all the epicormic 
growth and crown lift any branches within the first 6m of the trunk. 
T2 holly - currently 13m tall and 6m spread Reduce tree by approx 
6m in height and 1m spread. After reduction the tree will be no less 
than 7m tall and 5m in spread. 

23/01/2023 

20230131 
Blickling Hall, Blickling Road, 
Blickling 

211 

T1 Scots pine and G1 2 x hemlock (adjacent) - fell.  Proposed to 
reduce competition for light and nutrients with the young avenue 
trees, to preserve this feature. The 3 trees account for the 5m³ of 
saleable timber we are permitted to remove per quarter.                                                                                            
G2 5 x yew and G3 9 x yew - pollard to approx 2.7m to prevent 
overshadowing avenue and other understory trees and plants.                      
T2 common lime – fell due to underground water services, close 
proximity to gas tank and undermining of garden wall. 

23/01/2023 

20230136 
Land Adjacent 47 Waterloo Road, 
Hainford 

TPO Beech - fell 24/01/2023 

20230140 The Rectory, 73 The Street, Brundall TPO 

T25 western red cedar - remove lower branches, back to trunk, up 
to a height of around 2m.                                                                  
T17 sycamore – low branch overhangs churchyard storage shed at 
about 1.5 m making access difficult. Remove back to trunk. 

25/01/2023 
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20230141 18 Meadow Gardens, Sprowston TPO 
Sycamore (mature) - raise canopy by 3-5m, pruning back to 
suitable pruning points. Thin canopy by approx 20%. This is to let 
more light into garden and to increase aeration for the tree. 

25/01/2023 

20230149 37 Wilks Farm Drive, Sprowston TPO 

Tree sits at rear of private parking area (pic 7). Has grown to point 
where it now hangs into our property and covers our parking area. 
Cut tree back along fence line (pic 1) so no longer impacts use of 
garden and reduce branches sitting above parking spaces due into 
the impact of our vehicles and remove damage caused by falling 
debris, natural shedding of foliage and bird droppings as pictured 
in (pic 4,5 & 6).  

26/01/2023 

20230153 
Appletree Cottage, 120 Lower Street, 
Salhouse 

211 

T1 & T2 - cherry - height 8m. Crown reduce by 1.5 – 2.0m to 
reform shape.                                                                                                   
T3 ash - height 8.5m. Crown reduce by 1.5 – 2.0m to reform 
shape. T4 silver birch - height 14-15m. Crown reduce by 3.5m to 
shape and crown raise to 3.5m for clearance over garden.                     
T5,T6 & T7 ash - height 12 - 13m. Crown reduce by 3.0 - 3.5m to 
shape and crown raise to 3-3.5m for clearance over garden. 

26/01/2023 

20230160 
Public Telephone 20m from 18 Barnby 
Road and 4m from Barnby Road, 
Badersfield 

TPO 
Trees with recommended works on 2022 survey. E-mailed 
separately. 

26/01/2023 

20230161 
Douglas House (Formerly Tico), 2 
Bure Way, Aylsham 

TPO Leyland cypress – fell. 26/01/2023 

20230163 
Squirrels Oak, 16 Gardyn Croft, 
Taverham 

TPO 
Oak x 2 in back garden - crown thin by approx 20% to allow light 
into garden and reduce sail weight for reducing potential wind 
issues as best as possibly manageable. 

27/01/2023 

Explanatory Notes: 

1) App No is the unique Broadland District Council Planning Application number allocated to the application to carry out work and is the number by 
which progress of the application may be traced.  Any comment, objection, support or request for information should quote this number. 

2)  Address is the address to which the application for work relates.  In other words, it is the address where the trees for which the application is made 
are located.  

3) Cat (ie Category) denotes the type of application.  TPO = works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order; or 
                                                                             211 = Section 211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 

4)   Species / Requested Works is the species of the tree(s) concerned and details of the work proposed.  A reference such as T1, T2 or G1 may also 
appear and that is simply a reference to the tree(s) on the TPO, Conservation Order or simply on the application. 

5) Decision is either the actual decision or the date on which the application was received by Broadland District Council. 

6) This list is not intended to be a definitive list of all the relevant details.  The reader should always refer to the specific application on the Broadland 
District Council “Planning Explorer” at https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx to view the application or 
read the Council’s decision. 

 

 
Please note that due to Broadland District Council moving to a new IT 

system, Broadsheet may not be able to publish these tables in the 
March edition.  I will do what I can to find applications and decisions 
but will not be able to guarantee that I have them all, nor will I be able 

to guarantee 100% accuracy. 

https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx

