REEDHAM WOODLAND WALK & TOP PATH TREE SURVEY  NOVEMBER 2022
Tree numbers correspond with numbers marked on the accompanying tree map

	Tree no.
	Species
	Age range, height (approx)
	Condition & comments
(Up to & including T8 affecting 'woodland walk', T9-on affecting top path)
	Recommendations
(Red type indicates works recommended within 12 months)

	1
	Hawthorn
	M, 7m
	Stem subsiding over path, with crown supported by a small oak on opposite side of path. Likely to fall soon.
	Remove subsiding stem

	2
	Ash
	M, 20m
	Two quite large branches falling range of path
	Remove dead branches 

	3
	Ash
	M, 22m
	Multi-stemmed, large tree. A few dead branches over path
	Remove dead branches

	4
	Ash
	M, 25m
	Very large old tree in generally sound condition but with a few dead branches over path
	Remove dead branches

	5
	Ash
	M, 20m
	One large branch extending over path has severe ADD & will soon die & becme likely to fall
	Remove badly ADD infected branch

	5a
	Hawthorn
	M, -
	Large ivy-smothered tree which has very recently fallen directly over the path (walkers have already started making a desire line around the obstacle, up & down the steep bank). Honey fungus had killed and decayed anchoring roots.
	Clear fallen tree sufficient to re-open the path & ensure remaining parts are safe

	6
	Hawthorn 
	M, 5m
	One of two stems c1m apart, both dead/dying
	Fell

	7
	Hawthorn
	M, 5m
	One of two stems c1m apart, both dead/dying
	Fell

	8
	Hawthorn
	M, 5m
	Basal decay. Stem has fallen & is hung-up on another hawthorn on opposite side of entrance to steps.
	Clear fallen stem

	9
	Hawthorn
	M, 5m
	Large tree with very heavy ivy to top. Leans over path & overhead cables.
	Prune upper crown back to remove overhang to cables, and to minimise risk of falling on path

	10
	Hawthorn
	M, 6m
	Very similar to T9
	As T9

	11
	Hawthorn
	M, 5m
	Dead
	Fell

	12
	Hawthorn
	M, 7m
	Two stems, one of which is leaning over path and overhead cables
	Prune upper crown back to remove ovehang to cables, and minimise risk of falling on path

	13
	Hawthorn
	M, 6m
	Very similar to T9
	As T12

	14
	Hawthorn
	M, 6m
	Very similar to T9
	As T12

	15
	Hawthorn
	M, 7m
	Very similar to T9
	As T12

	16
	Hawthorn
	M, 6m
	Dying back. Otherwise very similar to T9
	As T12

	16a
	Hawthorn
	M, 5m
	Dead. Very heavy ivy. Likely to fall over path
	Fell

	17
	Hawthorn
	M, 5m
	Dying back. Very heavy ivy. Leans over path & top likely to fall soon
	Reduce crown heavily on E side



	18
	Hawthorn
	M, 7m
	Overhangs path & overhead cables
	Prune stem back to fork at c2m

	19
	Ash
	M, 20m
	Very large tree. Heavy ivy. A few dead branches overhanging path
	Remove dead branches. Kill ivy & maintain ivy-free

	20
	Hawthorn
	M, 6m
	Very heavy ivy. Subsiding over path. 
	Pollard to approx 2m

	21
	Ash
	M, 20m
	Large tree with several dead / dying branches over top path Has ADD (not yet severe)
	Remove dead branches over path


PRICING:
Executing works is more efficient if individual jobs can be combined, while pricing for separate elements is more expensive. I have split the various options up as follows:-

1. To carry out the recommended works to the woodland walk trees only £400

2. As above but to include brushcutting & raking in conservation areas £600

3. Top path trees only £1250

4. Top path trees only & brushcutting & raking £1400

5. ALL works above together as one job £1650

If RPC would like any or all of the above options carried out before spring 2023, please let me know as soon as possible, so that I can be sure to fit the work into my diary. No tree works should be carried out after early March if at all possible, due to the nesting season.

Notes on survey methodology, rationale & terminology
It should be borne in mind that trees, as living structures, are subject to constant change. Even an apparently very healthy tree can go into terminal decline and be dead within a few months. Similarly, an apparently healthy tree can actually have severe root disease and internal decay, if the small feeding roots have escaped whatever the disease may be. For example, honey fungus can kill large anchoring roots and cause extensive basal decay, weakening the stem, without any apparent decline in crown condition if feeding roots are not infected.  Furthermore, honey fungus does not always produce fruting bodies while the host tree remains alive, rendering detection of it almost impossible in healthy seeming trees.
No tree survey can give a guarantee of absence of disease or a guarantee of safety, especially far into the future.  The best we can strive for is to gain as comprehensive a picture as possible of the condition of a tree at the time of survey, and to seek further and more detailed ivestigations where they seem prudent.

This survey took the form of a ground based visual inspection. Using my arboricultural experience and knowledge, I have looked for defects that seem to present anything greater than a low risk to path users through, for example, falling dead branches or failure of entire trees.  It should be understood that these assesments were made on the dates of the survey (both in November 2022) and they should not be interpreted as a comprehensive statement of the condition of trees beyond the foreseeable future. In this context, the 'foreseeable future' means within 12 months of the date of survey.

It is possible that defects that were not evident at the time of survey could develop within this time period (eg: branches can die quite suddenly, though they won't usually become sufficiently weak to break and fall during normal weather within one year), and – as mentioned above – even whole trees can occasionally die suddenly or fall without having shown signs of impending failure.

The duty of care expected of tree and woodland owners is to take reasonable measures to ensure a reasonable level of public safety. Clearly, this does not mean that every conceivable risk needs to be reduced to zero (this would effectively entail the removal of all trees of any size!).  

The row of hawthorns along the top path is in generally poor condition and virtually any individual tree can be considered at some risk of failure, partly due to lack of vigour and partly due to the heavy ivy that has grown to their tops.  However, it would be a huge task to remove them all and replant and to suggest that this should be done would be unreasonable. Instead, the current approach of treating the most obvious examples of failure risk, by pruning to dying-back crowns, reduction of weight and leverage on weak stems by crown reduction, and felling where trees are dead, would be regarded as a reasonable one.

With the woodland walk trees, management of dead branches overhanging the path to maintain a reasonable level of public safety through regular surveys would also be regarded as reasonable. It is important that some dead wood is retained, where any risk presented is low, because it provides important habitat for insects, birds and other wildlife.
