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 The Queen is Dead 
Long Live the King 

 
 

ESLEY and I were enjoying a lovely (if somewhat damp) 
walking break in Buxton in Derbyshire when we heard the 
sad news that HM Queen Elizabeth II had sadly passed 

away “peacefully” at Balmoral.  I guess it shouldn’t have been 
a shock as her health had been of concern for some time, but 
it didn’t prevent it from being very distressing.

We were both fans of that 
wonderful lady and when we turned 
on the TV to catch the news on 
returning to our cottage after a 
walk, we were alarmed to see Huw 
Edwards in a dark suit and black tie 
delivering a news bulletin just 
before five o’clock.  

At that time the news was that Her 
Majesty’s heath was giving rise for concern for 
her medical team, but why was Edwards 
wearing a black tie? 

Then we were shown the scenes at 
Buckingham Palace and, as the camera pulled 
away, we noticed that the flags were flying at 
half-mast. 

It was about an hour later when a clearly 
distressed Edwards delivered the news that our 
monarch for 70 years and 214 days had passed 
away, peacefully. The longest reign of any 
British monarch and the longest recorded of any 
female head of state in history. 

In addition, she was queen regnant of 32 
sovereign states during her life and served as 
monarch of 15 of them at the time of her death. 

I wasn’t yet two and Lesley hadn’t even 
been born when Queen Elizabeth ascended to 
the throne. So, we can really say that we haven’t 
known life without her. 

Her Majesty’s achievements are far too 
numerous to mention, but there is one that is 
worthy of note here.  I reckon the HM Queen 
Elizabeth II was responsible for planting more 
trees than anyone in history. 

Throughout her reign, The Queen planted 
more than 1,500 trees all over the world and has 
spoken alongside Sir David Attenborough of the 
importance of trees in the Earth’s future. 

That’s not a great number you may say.  Ah, 
but you have not accounted for all of those trees 
planted in her name.  The Coronation, Silver 
Jubilee, Golden Jubilee, Diamond Jubilee and 
Platinum Jubilee saw millions of 
commemorative trees planted. 

The Platinum Jubilee alone has seen a 
million trees planted. At least that number again 
were planted for the other Jubilees and when 
you add those planted for visits by the Queen 
and for her Coronation the total must be 
somewhere around 2.5 to 3 million. 

Last May, Queen Elizabeth and Prince 
Charles both put on their wool coats and went 
outside to plant a sapling, officially launching 
one of the biggest efforts to celebrate the 
Platinum Jubilee. Then, last October, they 
planted a beech tree and sat in on an outdoor 
education class in Scotland to announce that 
tree planting season had begun.  

In a written statement, the Queen thanked 
those who participated and expressed her 

hopes that the trees will be enjoyed for years to 
come. “I send my sincere thanks to everyone 
across the country who has planted a tree to 
celebrate my Platinum Jubilee,” she wrote.  

“I am deeply touched that so many 
community groups, schools, families and 
individuals have made their own unique 
contributions to the Green Canopy initiative. I 
hope your Jubilee trees flourish and grow for 
many years to come, for future generations to 
enjoy.” 

To celebrate the last day of the planting 
season, Sophie, Countess of Wessex, wel-
comed a group of elementary school students to 
Buckingham Palace gardens where she helped 
them plant an elm tree. According to the Daily 
Mail, she scooped the first shovelful of soil 
before letting the kids take over. “I will just stand 
back, and let them do the work,” she joked. 

She also presented the students with 
commemorative coins from the Royal Mint 
meant to honour their completion of the Royal 
Forestry Society’s Junior Forestry Program. The 
program was devised in consultation with QGQ 
and asks students to take eight forestry 
sessions and help to plant a variety of trees. 

“Plant a Tree for the Jubilee” is due to 
continue when tree planting season begins 
again in mid-November. The program brought 
on a variety of high-profile spokespeople, 
including Dame Judi Dench, who unveiled a 
Platinum Jubilee Garden at last year’s Chelsea 
Flower Show.  

"The work the Queen has done - is doing - 
is remarkable,” said the actor, who has 
portrayed Queens Victoria and Elizabeth I in the 
past. “What better way to celebrate than by 
having a garden and then for all of us to take 
that on and plant a tree, which is also doing 
something for climate change.” 

When you couple Her Majesty’s achieve-
ments with those of our new King, her son, 
Charles III, whose “green credentials” are 
legendary, the house of Windsor has done 
much to help improve our environment. 

On her 21st Birthday, The Queen gave this 
promise: “I declare before you all that my whole 
life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted 
to your service.” It was a promise that she kept 
to the very end. 

Through her reign many people have 
criticised the monarchy and the Queen’s family.  
However, I can never believe that any of those 
criticisms can be directed directly at Her 
Majesty. She has always been beyond 
reproach. 

The King now has a very hard act to follow 
and I’m sure that we all wish him well. 

So may your God bless you Majesty and I 
thank you so very, very much for being our 
country’s greatest monarch. 
 Grief is the price we pay for love. 
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F COURSE, we are now 
being presented with two 
new, important excuses to 

plant commemorative trees and I 
think we all need to consider them 
as a matter of urgency. 

Firstly, last season some of us planted trees 
to commemorate the Platinum Jubilee of HM 
Queen Elizabeth II (and some of us planted 
some for her Golden Jubilee as well!). 

Well, should we not now be looking to plant 
trees to commemorate the life of our longest 
ruling monarch?  I don’t mean as part of the 
Queen's Green Canopy, but as a separate, 
special, dedicated planting programme. 

Please give it some thought and, if you 
agree that it’s a good idea, discuss it with your 
parish.  Then, if they agree, let me know and I’ll 
order them.  Don’t hang around though as we’ve 
already spent over half of this year’s budget. 

The other planting opportunity will be to 
celebrate the Coronation of King Charles III.  
Same things apply.  Chat to your parishes and 
let me know as soon as you can. 

 

OLLOWING on from an article 
in last month’s Broadsheet, it 
was great to read on the City 

College Norwich website that 
Easton College has some of the 
Hiroshima seeds.  

City College Norwich Creative Media 
Production student Amy Arthur has made a 
brilliant short documentary about Norwich’s 
trees for peace, which are currently being 
nurtured at Easton College.  

The precious seedlings are from a Ginkgo 
biloba that survived the dropping of the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima in 1945. This Hibuka tree, 
called the mother tree, stands in the Shukkeien 
Garden in Hiroshima, just 1,370m from the 
hypocentre of the atomic bomb. 

As part of the international Mayors for Peace 
programme, of which the City Council is a 
member, seeds from hibaku-jumoku or ‘survivor’ 
trees have been gifted to cities across the world. 

The idea is for the seeds to be germinated 
and the trees planted in a location where people 
can gather to nurture them and reflect on peace. 
One of the Ginkgo trees will be planted in 
Chapelfield Gardens, in Norwich, with another 
to be planted at Easton College.   

Norwich City Council approached horti-
culture students and staff at Easton College to 
help germinate and grow the seeds. As the 
project developed, the city council asked 
whether a college student could also help 
document this important initiative. 

Amy Arthur, who is in the second year of the 
UAL Diploma in Creative Media Production at 
City College Norwich, was delighted to take on 
the task as part of her Final Major Project.  

Amy says “As this project was my first client 
brief, I've learnt how to develop my ideas to 
ensure they're something my client is more than 
pleased with, and to complete it to the best of 
my ability.  

“I feel like I have achieved this with my short 
documentary film and I am very happy with the 
finished project.   

“I hope after watching the documentary 
people will understand just how significant these 
seeds are due to the devastation they've 
survived, as well as how important nature is to 
everyday life.” 

The Lord Mayor of Norwich, the Sheriff of 
Norwich, and the Deputy Chairman of South 
Norfolk Council were among the first to see 

Amy’s documentary film at a special showing at 
Easton College last week.   

Watch the short documentary. 
 

 AM easily annoyed by people 
who are so selfish or just don’t 
care that they are causing 

problems for others. 
Cars parking on and obstructing footways 

are pretty high on my list, together with people 
who allow their hedges to grow such that they 
obstruct footways. 

I have lost count of the number of hedges 
that have been allowed to obstruct footways by 
up to 1m in Brundall.  I don’t know how those in 
wheelchairs and those pushing children in 
prams or pushchairs manage. 

It is another example of “I’m alright Jack, 
shut the front door!” 

One day I was walking along a public 
footway in Brundall, gazing at a tree on the 
opposite side of the road (as I do), when a 
bramble ripped across my forehead.  Not 
looking where I was going?  Not the point. 

I notice that many hedges are planted tight 
on the boundary between the garden and foot-
way.  Cutting them back to the boundary would 
probably kill them … or at least make them look 
stupid.  Tough!  The owner should have con-
sidered that when he or she planted the thing. 

Let’s declare war on those who fail to 
maintain their hedges! 

Grumpy?  Too right I am. 
 

 WAS very pleased to read on the 
Leicester Mercury website that 
two men have been hit with £6k 

in fines after illegal work 'likely to 
destroy' a protected tree. 

Lee Ward, an arboriculturist from 
Mountsorrel, carried out the extensive work on 
the tree under the instruction of Paul Powell, of 
Steyning Crescent, Glenfield, despite it being 
protected by a Tree Preservation Order.  

Blaby District Council investigated after the 
tree was topped at around 6m in height without 
prior consent. Mr Ward and Mr Powell were 
prosecuted by the council at Leicester 
Magistrates Court on Wednesday, June 29 for 
their involvement in the incident. 

The council's planning enforcement team 
considered the work “wilful damage by topping 
a tree in such a manner as to likely to destroy 
it". They included that the unauthorised removal 
of the limbs "far exceeded any works which may 
have been reasonably authorised under an 
application”. 

Mr Ward, who undertook the works without 
consent was ordered to pay a fine of £1,600, 
with £980 in costs and a victim surcharge of 
£160. Mr Powell, who instructed the works 
without consent was ordered to pay a fine of 
£1,360, with £1,620 in costs and a victim 
surcharge of £160.  The fines totalled £5,880 
due to the severity of the illegal works and the 
condition that the tree had been left in.  

Councillor Ben Taylor, Portfolio Holder for 
Planning Delivery and Enforcement and 
Corporate Transformation, said: "We are 
pleased with the outcome of this prosecution 
and whilst these fines cannot bring the tree back 
to the thriving condition it once was in, we hope 
it sends a clear message to anyone that Tree 
Preservation Orders are there for a reason. 

"We can and will act if residents ignore 
these orders just because cutting a tree is more 
convenient for them. I want to thank the Officers 
who have worked so hard in bringing the 
prosecution.” 

N CASE you hadn’t heard, we 
now have a new Prime Minister 
together with new Cabinet 

Ministers.  What does that mean for 
our precious environment? 

BBC Environment Correspondent, Jonah 
Fisher, writing on the BBC News website wrote 
that key ministers raise climate targets doubts. 

During the leadership campaign, new PM 
Liz Truss promised to "double down" on the 
UK's commitment to reach net zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050. 

However, as summer temperatures soared, 
there was little talk of greater ambition from the 
Tory contenders, and plenty about how environ-
mental policies might be watered down or 
changed. 

In its latest progress report on net zero the 
government's advisers, the Climate Change 
Committee (CCC), said that "tangible progress 
is lagging the policy ambition". 

So is the new Truss government going to 
close the "policy gaps" identified by the CCC, or 
widen them? 

The two key cabinet positions for net zero 
are now held by Jacob Rees-Mogg, the 
business secretary, who will oversee the all-
important energy sector, and Ranil 
Jayawardena, the environment secretary. 

Don't expect the new business secretary to 
be making many friends within the environ-
mental lobby, or the "green blob" as he has 
called them. 

Mr Rees-Mogg has spoken in the past of 
extracting "every last drop" of North Sea oil, and 
licenses could be approved rapidly for new oil 
and gas exploration. That's a complete no-no for 
almost all climate scientists, who say there can 
be no more fossil fuel projects if we are going to 
retain any hope of keeping global temperature 
rises under 1.5 degrees. Climate scientists say 
missing that target would accelerate the risks of 
climate change like extreme weather. 

"It doesn't have a knock-on effect on net 
zero." Mr Rees Mogg said when talking about 
new North Sea oil and gas on his podcast earlier 
this year.  "It's more environmentally friendly to 
use gas that you've got at hand than to import 
liquefied gas from the rest of the world." 

A small group of Conservatives have also 
been demanding that the new PM take a fresh 
look at fracking and Ms Truss has given them 
some encouragement. 

On the campaign trail she said that what she 
called the "effective ban" on fracking would be 
lifted but it would only take place where local 
communities supported it (which may well stop 
it happening). 

Mr Rees-Mogg has called shale gas "very 
clean" and said that the threat of drilling causing 
earthquakes was overstated with "some the 
equivalent of a bus passing by your house." 

The cold, hard capitalist truth is that new 
renewables are currently a much cheaper 
source of new power generation than any of the 
fossil fuel or nuclear alternatives. So shifting 
towards wind and solar makes not just 
environmental, but economic sense, while at the 
same time giving us more energy security. 

Britain is a world leader in offshore wind and 
in the next few years the building of ever larger 
wind-farms - mainly in the North Sea - looks set 
to continue. Huge projects are already under 
way and will come on stream in the next couple 
of years. 

There's unlikely to be shift in policy towards 
two Tory renewable bugbears with comparable 
price tags - onshore wind and solar. 

Ms Truss has already said she wants new 
solar panels to be limited to the roofs of 
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https://youtu.be/DH47LwySX0Q
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buildings and not put on agricultural land, and 
her environment minister appears to have even 
stronger views. 

"I don't think there's any need for solar 
power given the huge potential for wind," Ranil 
Jayawardena said in a social media video 
posted in November 2021. 

"If you feel strongly about protecting our 
countryside from solar farms write to your local 
councillor and give them the support they need 
to take action quickly to protect our countryside 
from them." 

Wind farms on land have a much shorter 
development timeline, but new projects have 
effectively been halted since 2014 when local 
communities were given greater powers to 
object. Despite the attraction of quicker cheap 
energy, neither Ms Truss, Mr Rees-Mogg or Mr 
Jayawardena have shown any enthusiasm for 
making onshore any easier. 

On one of his podcasts, Mr Rees-Mogg talks 
about "hairshirt greenery", the idea that 
environmental problems can be addressed by 
limiting our consumption of resources. 

He says "If you are too aggressive, too 
"hairshirty" people won't vote for it. So you've 
got to go with the grain of public opinion with 
what people are willing to accept and that 
means raising living standards through efficient 
use of technology". 

In that light, latest polling on renewables 
conducted by Mr Rees-Mogg's new department 
makes interesting reading. It shows that 7% of 
people would be unhappy (compared to 54% 
who would be happy) about a solar farm being 
built in their local area and 12% unhappy (with 
43% happy) about an on-shore wind-farm. 

So I guess that we shouldn’t expect more 
importance being placed on our precious 
environment. Just the opposite! 
 

ANY congratulations go to 
Eastleigh Borough Council 
in securing its largest ever 

fine and costs totalling over 
£68,000 for the breach of a Tree 
Preservation Order. 

The Council successfully prosecuted a local 
landowner following unauthorised tree works 
carried out on trees covered by a Woodland 
Tree Preservation Order at Scorey’s Copse, 
Horton Heath in April 2021. 

Mr James Barney from Fair Oak who owned 
the land at Scorey’s Copse, pleaded guilty at 
Southampton Magistrates’ Court in February 
this year to breaching Tree Preservation Order 
839.   The prosecution was brought by the 
Council under the Town & Country Planning Act 
1990, as Mr Barney had unlawfully cut down a 
number of trees including oak, ash, birch, 
hawthorn and poplar within Scorey’s Copse. 

Following the incident, reported to the 
Council in April 2021, the Council took 
immediate enforcement action that meant all 
site preparation works were stopped and that no 
further engineering works could be carried out 
without the consent from the Local Planning 
Authority.  It also required the tree waste to be 
removed and that the site should be restored to 
its previous levels and to a condition which will 
enable the woodland soils to recover. 

The judge fined Mr Barney £50,0000 plus he 
was also ordered to pay the Council’s costs of 
£17,841 and a victim surcharge of £190 – a total 
in excess of £68,000. 

Cabinet Lead for Environment Cllr Rupert 
Kyrle, “I’m absolutely delighted that we have 
secured a successful prosecution. Our planning 
enforcement and legal teams worked together 
to bring about this prosecution that sends a 

strong message that you shouldn’t mess with 
our trees or we will be after you.” 
 

EGRETFULLY, not everyone 
has shown respect for our 
Queen. Trees planted to 

commemorate Queen Elizabeth II's 
Platinum Jubilee were stolen from a 
park in Hull just a day after her 
death. 

The trees were planted in Alderman 
Kneeshaw Park as part of The Queen's Green 
Canopy initiative, which encouraged people to 
plant trees in celebration of her Platinum 
Jubilee. The site has been subject to regular 
vandalism in recent months, with trees being 
uprooted and the commemorative plaque being 
stolen. 

Although the plaque was recovered and the 
uprooted trees were replanted, the park was 
beset with another instance of vandalism. Two 
of the commemorative trees were dug up with 
spades and stolen on the day after the 
Monarch's death at the age of 96. 

Speaking to Hull Live, Debbie Jane Morrell, 
Chair of the Friends of Alderman Kneeshaw 
Park, said: "Someone has stolen the trees we 
planted at the jubilee. We were intending on 
laying a wreath to commemorate our wonderful 
Queen's life, but unfortunately someone has 
purposely brought a spade onto the park and 
taken our trees." 

This is not the first time that the site 
dedicated to our late Queen has been targeted, 
however, with the same trees being previously 
damaged, as well as the commemorative 
plaque being stolen. 

Debbie continued: "The plaque was stolen 
not long after it went down, but found its way 
back to us, thanks to our community. One tree 
was damaged after only a couple of weeks, but 
again, thanks to the care of the community, it 
was cared for and survived. 

"Then, it was found pulled up again and 
discarded on the park. A kind dog walker took it 
home, planted it in a large pot and again, this 
was returned to us. 

"Then this Friday, the remaining two trees 
were dug up - you can clearly see the spade 
marks. Previously, it has been opportunistic, this 
however was purposeful we believe." 

Despite the great amount of upset that this 
spate of vandalism has caused for the local 
community, particularly in the wake of the 
Queen's passing last week, Debbie and the rest 
of the volunteers at the Friends of Alderman 
Kneeshaw Park are determined not to let the 
vandals win. 

Debbie added: "The trees seem almost to 
represent the resilience of our community and 
our determination not to let the small minority of 
antisocial behaviour win!" 

 

EPs have voted on crucial 
improvements to the draft 
EU law on deforestation-

free products in a huge step 
forward for ending global nature 
destruction.   

Michael Rice, ClientEarth lawyer, said: “The 

outcome of today’s vote is a big victory. MEPs 
were under heavy pressure to weaken the 
obligations on companies whose products are 
destroying the world’s forests and harming the 
communities that rely on them. Thankfully, they 
listened instead to the call of millions of citizens 
across the EU that say 'no more' to global 
deforestation.”  

The Parliament decided to include an 
essential requirement to respect international 
human rights and the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples – frontline defenders against 
deforestation, as well as due diligence 
obligations for EU financiers investing in forest-
risk sectors.   

MEPs also supported proposals to 
strengthen the provisions on supply chain due 
diligence and access to justice, which are 
fundamental components of an effective and 
enforceable law.   

"The Parliament has sent a strong signal 
that those funding nature destruction are equally 
responsible and should also be on the hook if 
they don’t do their due diligence."  

The Parliament’s improvements make it 
possible for Indigenous Peoples and local 
communities on the deforestation frontline to 
bring evidence of non-compliance before 
European authorities and raise complaints 
about non-compliance before European courts.   

However, in a disappointing move, MEPs 
stopped short of including a new remediation 
fund to provide forest communities with support 
to carry out their own remediation measures.  

Rice said: “To deliver tangible change for 
communities on the deforestation frontline, 
there must be support for Indigenous-led 
remediation efforts. MEPs have missed a 
golden opportunity to stand with forest 
communities by refusing to include a proposal 
for a new remediation fund that would have 
directly supported those most affected by EU-
driven deforestation.”  

A recent poll showed 80% of EU citizens 
from all political affiliations and age groups 
support a strong EU law to prevent companies 
selling products linked to the destruction of 
forests as well as other natural ecosystems and 
violations of human rights.   

ClientEarth lawyers say MEPs have fallen 
short of these expectations by rejecting a 
proposal to extend protections to natural 
ecosystems other than forests, such as 
savannahs, wetlands and peatlands: 
ecosystems that are under equal pressure from 
agricultural expansion. Instead, they have opted 
to defer the issue to a review 12 months after 
the law's commencement.   

A delegation of MEPs will now take the 
Parliament's position to negotiations with the EU 
Member States, who agreed a range of changes 
in the EU Council in June to significantly weaken 
key elements of the proposed law, making an 
ambitious position from the European 
Parliament even more important.  

“The weak definition of forest degradation 
will be the elephant in the room during the 
trilogue negotiations. MEPs must stand their 
ground in the discussions with the Council and 
ensure that the same standards for forest 
protection apply inside, as well as outside the 
EU, and stand firm on coverage of the finance 
sector,” Rice added.    

 

OT an editorial I have 
enjoyed writing but I hope 
you found it appropriate. 

 Enjoy October’s Broadsheet 

  John Fleetwood 
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We live in a time when 
intelligent people are being 
silenced so that stupid 
people won’t be offended! 
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King Charles Will Not Cool on 
Climate Action, Say Friends 

 

By Justin Rowlatt, BBC Climate Editor 
 

ILL King Charles III turn his back on a lifetime of environmental campaigning? As 
Prince of Wales he spent decades campaigning, cajoling, and convening meetings to 
drive action on environmental issues.  As king he is subject to different rules as the 

monarch is obliged to remain politically neutral, but his friends and advisers say he will not 
cool on the issue of global warming. 

Might urging action on key 
global issues like climate change or 
biodiversity loss be part of what a 
modern monarchy looks like? 

King Charles' interests have ranged from 
tropical forests to the ocean depths, from 
sustainable farming practices to water security. 
They began long before such concerns became 
mainstream. 

Within months of his investiture as Prince 
of Wales in 1969, the 20-year-old Prince 
Charles wrote to Prime Minister Harold 
Wilson worried about the decline of salmon 
stocks in Scottish rivers. "People are 
notoriously short-sighted when it comes to 
questions of wildlife," he complained. 

Increasingly he has focused on tackling 
global warming, which he regards as one of 
the greatest challenges humanity has ever 
faced. He was a major presence at the 
COP26 global climate summit in Glasgow last 
year, urging world leaders to work together to 
save the planet during a speech at the 
opening ceremony. 

When I interviewed him ahead of COP26 
he told me "It has taken far too long" for the 
world to respond to the risks of climate change. 
I pointed out world leaders would soon be 
gathering to talk about the climate crisis, he 
responded: "But they just talk, the problem is to 
get action." 

He even said he understood why some 
people felt motivated to take to the streets with 
organisations like Extinction Rebellion, noting 
"people should really notice how despairing so 
many young people are". 

As for the risk of not taking action, he was 
very clear: "It will be a disaster. It will be 
catastrophic. It is already beginning to be 
catastrophic because nothing in nature can 
survive the stress that is created by these 
extremes of weather." 

The veteran green campaigner Tony 
Juniper rates the new king as "possibly the most 
significant environmental figure of all time". 
Chairman of Natural England and a long-term 
adviser to Charles, Mr Juniper has spoken of the 
"incredible depth" of his knowledge and the 
"absolutely enormous" impact he has had. 

The question is whether as king, Charles, 
will be so outspoken on this or any other issue. 

"Everything we know about how he has 
thought about his accession, tells us he will be 
absolutely clear about his constitutional duties," 
says Jonathan Porritt, former head of Friends of 
the Earth and an ex-adviser to the new king. 

King Charles has said as much himself. 

When asked in an interview in 2018 whether he 
would be a "meddling" king he replied "I am not 
that stupid" and referred to suggestions he 
would continue to lobby parliamentarians as 
"nonsense". 

When I asked him last year whether he 
thought the government of then Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson was doing enough to tackle the 
climate issue, he laughed. "I couldn't possibly 

comment." 
Furthermore, last week, the new king 

acknowledged it would "not be possible for me 
to give as much of my time and energies to the 
charities and issues for which I care so deeply". 

However, his passion for environmental 
issues will not suddenly evaporate. Much of his 
work had already taken place away from the 
glare of publicity. 

"The King is a convener, connecting people 
and organisations in ways that open up 
possibilities and create solutions," says his 
former press secretary, Julian Payne. Charles 
would invite "the best brains and the most 
experienced people and listen to their ideas and 
advice". 

"I suspect it is a modus operandi that will 
continue as he takes on this new role," says Mr 
Payne.. 

Charles' approach to problem-solving has 
led to some unexpected initiatives. Look how he 
worked to engage the accountancy profession 
in tackling climate change, says Mr Porritt. 

He recognised the world would need ways 
of calculating emissions and judging the 
progress of companies, says Mr Porritt and, in 
2004, he set up the Accounting for Sustainability 
Project, to attempt to begin to work out how that 
might be done. 

In recent years he has worked to encourage 
the business community to help lead action on 
climate change. More than 500 chief executives 

- including the heads of some of the biggest 
financial institutions and businesses in the world 
- are now part of his Sustainable Markets 
Initiative. 

They are described as a as a "coalition of 
the willing" and have signed up to his "Terra 
Carta" pledges, agreeing to "rapidly accelerate 
the transition towards a sustainable future". 

"We need a vast military-style campaign to 
marshal the strength of the global private 
sector," Charles said when he opened 
COP26. 

One senior British politician told me he 
could imagine Charles making a similar 
speech as king. "You won't hear him 
expressing a view on fracking," he said, "but I 
can imagine him making a speech on the 
need to take more urgent action on climate." 

US President Joe Biden's climate envoy, 
John Kerry, agrees saying he hopes Charles 
will continue to press for action on climate. 

"It is a universal issue, it is not ideology," 
Mr Kerry told the BBC Radio 4 Today 
programme, "It's about the survival of the 
planet. I can't imagine him not wanting to 
[press for action on climate] and feeling 

compelled to use the important role as the 
monarch and urge the world to do the things the 
world needs to do." 

Tackling climate change is, after all, an 
obligation on governments that is enshrined in 
UK law.  The Climate Change Act requires the 
government reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to net zero by 2050. 

All the main parties agree it is an important 
priority. Prime Minister Liz Truss has already 
said her government will "double down" on 
reaching the target. 

So, here's a question King Charles III will 
have already considered: how controversial is it 
for a British monarch to express general support 
for something that is already enshrined in law? 
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The Loneliest Trees: Can Science Save 
These Threatened Species from Extinction? 

 

An article by Aisling Irwin published on www.nature.com 
 

ERCHED among the fronds of the world’s loneliest tree, Viswambharan Sarasan had an 
important decision to make. Sarasan had worked for years to get access to this palm, the 
last living member of the species Hyophorbe amaricaulis which grows in Curepipe 

Botanic Gardens, Mauritius. 

 He reached up towards a cluster 
of its walnut-sized, olive-green fruit. 
Sarasan, a botanist at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens at Kew, had been 
through sensitive negotiations for 
permission to take the fruit, each 
with one crucial seed inside.  

He then had to wait for the tree, nicknamed 
the lonesome palm, to produce them. 9m up, 50 
fruit dangling within his grasp, he had to decide 
how many to take: enough to give himself a 
chance of culturing them back at Kew, while 
leaving enough for local scientists to work with. 

“It was the only shot I could get,” he says of 
his visit in June 2006. “But I didn’t want to take 
all the seeds and then it turns out badly.” 

He picked ten fruit. It was not his lucky 
number. 

When the plight of trees gets publicity 
deforestation is generally the reason, but it is not 
the only crisis they face. Nearly one-third of 
trees, more than 17,500 species, are threatened 
with extinction. This is more than twice the 
number of threatened mammals, birds, 
amphibians and reptiles combined. Mass 
plantings of trees, paradoxically, often add to 
the problem by using single species. Now, 
hundreds of plant conservationists globally are 
fighting to save the trees speeding towards 
extinction. 

“We shouldn’t be giving up on any tree 
species,” says Paul Smith, head of Botanic 
Gardens Conservation International (BGCI), a 
London-based charity that co-leads the 
campaign to secure the future of the world’s 
threatened tree species. 

However, time is short. The obstacles are 
formidable and both climate change and 
fashions in ecology are moving against them. 

Peter Bridgewater, a specialist in bio-
diversity governance at the University of 
Canberra, Australia, says that finding a natural 
home for every tree species is impossible 
because climate change is altering ecosystems 
so fundamentally. Scientists who think this goal 
is realistic are “living in their own cloud cuckoo 
land”, he says. 

Inextricably linked with the problem of 
climate change, and equally as damaging, is the 
disappearance of species from Earth. The rate 
of extinction is at historic levels and 
accelerating, with around one million animals 
and plants under threat. 

The plight of trees can get lost among the 
tales of endangered mammals or birds. To get 
trees more visibility, in 2016 the BGCI, working 
with the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN), organized the largest conserv-
ation assessment in the IUCN’s history: the 
Global Tree Assessment. Hundreds of plant 
conservationists searched rainforests, mount-
ains and strife-torn regions, sometimes with no 

more than a crinkly herbarium specimen or the 
testimony of a long-dead explorer to guide them. 

In a 2021 report, they announced that they 
had found 58,497 tree species, of which 17,510 
were threatened2. Since then, almost 2,800 of 
those have been labelled as critically 
endangered. Some 142 species are thought to 
be extinct in the wild (see ‘Trees under threat’). 
This year, a separate group of modellers 
estimated that a further 9,000 tree species are 
undiscovered. 

It is not just the number of trees, but also 
their diversity that matters. A single species can 
be the foundation of an entire ecological 
network, and its disappearance could cause a 
cascade of extinctions that might lead to an 
ecosystem collapse. 

Strong, diverse ecosystems are also better 
at sequestering carbon, says Jean-Christophe 
Vié, director-general of the Franklinia 
Foundation, a private organization in Geneva, 
Switzerland, that funds tree conservation and 
supports the Global Tree Assessment. No tree 
species should be viewed as dispensable, says 
Vié, because it would set a precedent for every 
developer, farmer or logger to justify removing 
any threatened tree. 

However, tree conservation has become 
lost in international biodiversity targets, partly 
because trees get subsumed into general plant-
conservation goals and because plants are 
generally less showy than birds and animals. 
Trees need to be assessed for ecologists to 
champion them, says Malin Rivers, head of 
conservation prioritization at the BGCI. 

“If you look at mammals, birds, reptiles, they 
have data to bring to the table when there is a 

policy discussion,” she says. “Taxonomy gives 
the species a name; conservation assessment 
gives it a voice.” 

Armed with the Global Tree Assessment’s 
catalogue of threatened species, conservation-
ists have begun prioritizing species and taxono-
mic groups. The best approach, says Smith, is 
to protect vulnerable trees in their natural 
habitats. If that’s not possible, researchers try 
growing them from seed in a laboratory, green-
house or botanic garden. 

The Global Tree Assessment revealed that 
nearly two-thirds of threatened trees are found 
in areas that are already protected, and 
stressed that one important task is to strengthen 
or expand these havens. 

That might mean controlling grazing, 
implementing a national logging ban for a 
particular species or establishing plots on which 
the tree can be cultivated for fruit or flowers 
without harming the larger population. On the 
eastern Caribbean Island of Dominica, for 
instance, where harvesting resin for incense 
was killing lansan trees (Protium attenuatum), a 
tweak to the tapping method has halted the 
damage. 

Sometimes, however, so few trees are left 
that protecting an area isn’t enough. 

In Tanzania, seed-biology specialist Fandey 
Mashimba works with a tiny population of a 
towering species called Karomia gigas. These 
trees, with their large oval leaves and distinctive, 
papery fruit, were thought to have gone extinct 
in the 1980s, but around six of them were dis- 
covered in 2011 by botanists from the University 
of Dar es Salaam. Protecting the habitat isn’t 
enough, because a fungus destroys their 

P 

Mount Mulanje in Malawi is the only natural home of the cypress Widdringtonia whytei. In 2019, 
only seven mature specimens remained. As a result of conservation efforts, half a million of these 

trees now thrive. Credit: Morgan Trimble/Alamy 
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immature fruit. Mashimba, who oversees seed 
production for Tanzania’s Forest Service 
Agency, tries to whisk the fruit away before the 
fungus infects them, to sterilize and multiply the 
seeds for planting. 

Mashimba and his colleagues tried germin-
ating hundreds of K gigas seeds. The result: just 
three treasured plants, which Mashimba 
monitors through his office window as their giant 
leaves wave in the breeze. In 2018, the forestry 
service also dispatched 6,000 fruit to the 
Missouri Botanical Garden in St Louis. There, 
botanist Roy Gereau oversaw the extraction and 
cultivation of 24,000 seeds. The seeds 
produced only 30 plants. Last year, one sapling 
unfurled a small, pale purple flower, which 
perished within a day. When two trees flower 
simultaneously, botanists will attempt cross-
pollination. 

Mashimba is lucky in one respect: at least K 
gigas produces seeds. Some trees produce 
none because their pollinators are gone; 
sometimes only one sex of a tree remains. For 
instance, most of the surviving specimens of the 
catkin yew (Amentotaxus argotaenia) in south-
ern China are male. After a global search, a 

single female was discovered in the Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh, UK; scientists there 
dispatched cuttings for planting near the 
surviving males. When they flower, reproduction 
can begin, says Gunter Fischer, a restoration 
ecologist at Missouri Botanical Garden. 
However, this could take 30 years. 

Even if scientists do manage to acquire 
seeds from trees that are near extinction, 
germinating them can be tricky. Some go into 
dormancy, a protective state that, depending on 
the species, might be broken only through 
heating, cooling or scarring. Natural dormancy 
can last for years. Scientists try to circumvent it 
by culturing the embryo, the small section of a 
plant seed that will become the roots and stems, 
in a process known as embryo rescue. 

The lonesome palm in the Curepipe Botanic 
Gardens, elderly, damaged and spindly, has 
seed problems, germination problems and 
more. It has resisted multiple rescuers since the 
1980s. One obstacle is that the palm produces 
male and female flowers at different times, to 
avoid self-fertilization. Using a ladder and a 
brush, scientists override this process to collect, 
store and transfer pollen. 

It was the fruit of one such assisted-
pollination project, each containing a single 
seed, that Sarasan carried back to Kew in 2006. 
He knew that lonesome palm seeds don’t grow 
if they are planted, so he used embryo rescue. 
With so few seeds, he felt there was no scope 
for experimenting with different culture media, 
so he made his best guess as to which blend to 
use. 

“I was so protective,” he says. “It was the 
responsibility, the excitement and also the fear 
of losing it.” 

The plantlets grew to 25cm long. Then, one 
day, their fine white roots turned brown and they 
died, doubtless because of some nuance of the 
culture medium, he says. 

Other efforts have been derailed by mishap. 
In 2010, Kew horticultural scientist Carlos 
Magdalena negotiated to collect some freshly 
picked palm fruit while he was visiting Mauritius. 
Owing to a misunderstanding, two of the five 
fruit stored in a nearby fridge were eaten by a 
garden labourer who did not know their 
significance. Back at Kew, the seeds from the 
others failed to germinate. 

The failure rankles with Magdalena, who 
has a string of plant rescues to his name. As he 
searches the Kew greenhouses, steamy sanctu-
aries for plants that are bereft of a place in the 
wild, he sometimes feels he is all that stands 
between a species and its permanent loss. 

José Luis Marcelo Peña knows how he 
feels. In 2018, Marcelo Peña, a taxonomist at 
the National University of Jaén in Peru, was 
trekking through a steep, parched forest in 
Peru’s Marañón valley when he discovered a 
tree with light green flowers: Pradosia argentea, 
thought to be extinct. 

“It was a unique happiness that cannot be 
described,” says Marcelo Peña. Surveys yielded 
200 more trees in the area, all of which were 
imminently threatened by agriculture. 

COVID-19 lockdowns began just as he 
attempted to save them. Without university 
facilities, but with remote help from the BGCI, he 
extracted 400 seeds from the purple fruit at 
home. More than 60 germinated: 20 survived. 
The following year, he tried again using fresh 
seeds, but a fungus got them all. 

As he finishes his story, he removes his 
glasses to wipe tears away. “It’s a big responsi-
bility,” he says. Even with 20 little successes in 
the nursery, Marcelo Peña is concerned about 
the next step. Reintroduction to the wild. Local 
people were unaware of P argentea until 
recently, he says. They now support protecting 
the remaining trees, but they also need space to 
farm, which could put those survivors at risk. 

Thriving in the wild is also a distant dream 
for K gigas. Tanzania’s forest agency and its 
partners are developing seed-propagation sites 
and nurseries for the species, but its future is 
uncertain, mostly because new trees could 
succumb to the same mysterious fungus. 

“We might have to content ourselves with 
saying, well, we have these lovely creatures in 
the zoo,” says Gereau. 

Reintroductions can be spectacularly 
successful, however. The BGCI highlights a 
project on Malawi’s Mount Mulanje, the only 
natural home of the cypress Waddingtonian 
whytei. In 2019, just seven mature trees 
remained, the others victims of illegal felling. By 
2022, thanks to a collaboration with Malawi’s 
Forestry Research Institute and local people, 
the slopes are alive again with 500,000 
seedlings, and many locals now make a living 
through this endeavour. 

Propagation itself turned out to be fairly 
simple, says Smith. In Mauritius, by contrast, 
ecologists have a tougher task. The Mauritian 
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Wildlife Foundation, with help from botanists 
elsewhere, is attempting to save multiple 
critically endangered species at once, but 
success at propagation varies widely. There 
have been some dramatic restorations, 
including of some species from which only a 
single tree remained, but the lonesome palm, 
now part of this project, continues to resist. 

A fourth attempt has begun. Nets hang 
around the tree to catch the male flowers and 
store their pollen for hand fertilization when the 
female flowers appear. In France, botanist 
Stéphane Buord at the National Botanical 
Conservatory of Brest hopes to overcome the 
problem that faced Sarasan — too few seeds — 
by tapping into the large quantities of seeds 
produced by Hyophorbe vaughanii, a close 
Mauritian relative of the lonesome palm. He and 
his team have spent years working out a 
complex technical protocol that coaxes its 
embryos into rooted seedlings that survive 
outside a test tube. Now he is waiting to try this 
approach on the seeds of the lonesome palm. 

If he succeeds, the palm might eventually be 
reintroduced into a national park or into the wild. 
Kersley Pynee, a conservation scientist at the 
Mauritius National Parks and Conservation 
Service, has reintroduced other trees and 
shrubs and says it is an uphill struggle. Plants 
can fall victim to fungi, pests and other 
assailants. After one recent planting of 1,000 
seedlings of the flowering shrub Nesocodon 
mauritianus, just 5 now remain, he says. 

This is to be expected, says Smith. In 
nature, trees produce vast quantities of seeds, 
of which only a fraction germinate and survive 
because of natural dangers such as 
infestations, fire or competition for light or 
nutrients. 

The Global Trees Campaign has so far 

planted out hundreds of thousands of seedlings 
from 300 threatened tree species, but for trees 
that can no longer survive in the wild, the only 
other options are to keep a specimen in a living 
collection, or to store its seeds in a bank. 

One target of the 2011 Global Strategy for 
Plant Conservation, part of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, was to conserve at least 
75% of threatened plants in living collections or 
seed banks by 2020. A goal that has not been 
met. What’s more, simply drying and freezing 
seeds doesn’t always work. Technologies such 
as cryopreservation (fast freezing at ultra-low 
temperatures) could offer an alternative, al-
though it is expensive and impractical for many 
countries and in 2018, conservationists warned 
that the seeds of one-third of tree species 
cannot be banked, largely because they don’t 
survive drying. 

Smith rejects this bleak diagnosis. Between 
seed banks, cryopreservation, nurseries, 
botanic gardens and arboreta, there are plenty 
of options to “buy us time”, he says. 

One trend that could help is mass tree-
planting, in which governments and 
corporations plant trees to sequester carbon to 
meet emissions targets. Done badly, as many of 
these projects are, mass plantings can destroy 
biodiversity. Done well, they could rescue many 
species, says Smith. “This is a bandwagon we 
really need to jump on.” 

To help boost the usefulness of such 
projects to biodiversity, the BGCI and its 
partners have drawn up a certification 
programme for tree-planting projects called the 
Global Biodiversity Standard. 

Species conservation could also piggyback 
on the growing ecosystem-restoration move-
ment. There are now more than 100,000 of 
these projects globally, helping ecosystems to 

capture carbon and provide essential services. 
Smith argues that including native species 

strengthens such projects, but restoration 
ecologists are often more concerned with 
overall function than with individual species, 
says Curt Meine, a historian of ecology at the 
Aldo Leopold Foundation in Baraboo, 
Wisconsin. Furthermore, they want ecosystems 
to provide multiple services to humans, 
including sustainable livelihoods. Some 
acknowledge that tree conservation should 
have a place. “I do think it’s important work and 
we could learn a lot,” says Robin Chazdon, a 
restoration ecologist at the University of 
Connecticut in Storrs. 

However, there are more threatened tree 
species than there are restoration projects to 
absorb them. “It’s not going to be the way of 
protecting all of those tree species,” she says. 

Some ecologists have deeper concerns. 
Bridgewater says that the efforts of 
conservationists and of restoration ecologists 
don’t factor in climate change. 

“They all in the end assume that nothing is 
going to be changing but many trees, and whole 
ecosystems, just won’t survive in their current 
ranges, he says. 

“You could save every tree species but it will 
not be what people think.  It will be in botanical 
gardens and larger managed conservation 
areas, and planting where it’s suitable for 
survival, not where it’s currently growing.” 

However, the tree saviours are driven by 
something visceral: panic at the permanent loss 
of the rich, unique, irreplaceable and often-
undeciphered identity of each species. 

“I don’t feel I am, as a humble human, here 
for a few decades on this planet, authorized to 
just cut off millions of years of evolutionary 
history,” says Vié. “Every species has a value.” 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Old Catton Deer Park, an Asset of Community Value 
 
 

ROADLAND District Council has designated The Deer Park in Old Catton an Asset of 
Community Value.  Assets of Community Value are buildings, land or amenities that are 
important to communities and the people that use them and the Localism Act gave 

community groups the opportunity to retain and save facilities such as pubs, village shops, 
pavilions and green spaces. 

The Deer Park is part of 
renowned landscape designer 
Humphry Repton’s vision for Old 
Catton and was his first paid 
commission. It is also well known 
as the inspiration for Black Beauty, 
written by Anna Sewell at her house 
on Spixworth Road, overlooking 
the Deer Park 

Broadland District Council’s Heritage 
Champion, Cllr Karen Vincent said ““I am 
delighted to hear that the Deer Park has been 
designated an Asset of Community Value. The 
Deer Park is quite simply unique, not only of 
historical importance, and a visual amenity 
readily seen and enjoyed by all that pass by, it 
is an important natural habitat which supports a 
myriad of wildlife and birds.  

“The Deer Park is recognised as an open 
space of real importance, local visual amenity 
value and historic importance in the Old Catton 
Neighbourhood Plan. The Park is also 
registered by Historic England as a Grade II* 

designated park” 
The Deer Park is in the heart of the Old 

Catton Conservation Area that defines the 
character of this historic part of the village. With 
unobstructed views from Spixworth Road, the 
main road running through Old Catton, the Deer 
Park is enjoyed by all that pass or stop to visit 
the war memorial or grazing horses. It is also 
open to view from adjacent footpaths running 

the length and width of the Deer Park linking 
hundreds of homes with local schools, church 
and community facilities. 

The Deer Park is considered to be of great 
value to the whole community, not just residents 
living nearby but also in neighbouring villages 
and those using the Spixworth Rd. 

If the owner of an Asset of Community Value 
wishes to sell it, they must first inform the 

council. This triggers the 
Community Right to Bid - 
which essentially gives 
voluntary and community 
organisations a chance 
to prepare to bid on the 
asset. There is a six-
month moratorium 
during which the owner 
cannot sell the property 
on the open market, 
designed to give time to 
the community groups to 
develop a proposal and 
raise any necessary 
capital. 

B 
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England's Gardeners Set for Peat Compost Ban 
 

By Helen Briggs, BBC Environment Correspondent 

 
ALES of peat to amateur gardeners will be banned in England from 2024, the government 
has confirmed.  The move follows a consultation and is part of a pledge to restore peat 
lands. These wild, boggy places are sometimes referred to as the UK's rainforests, 

because of their ability to soak up vast quantities of carbon. When peat dries out it emits rather 
than stores greenhouse gases, contributing to climate change. 

The ban applies to peat in 
products designed for everyday 
gardeners, which accounts for 70% 
of the peat sold in the UK. The 
professional horticulture industry 
will be exempt for now, but the 
government says it will work with 
growers ahead of a planned ban 
there too. 

The ban applies to England, although 
Environment Minister Lord Benyon said he was 
working with devolved governments on the 
issue. 

Peatlands are one of the most important 
areas of the natural world, locking up vast 
quantities of carbon, he explained. 

"If you dig it up out of the ground this very 
valuable carbon store is broken down and all 
that carbon is emitted into the atmosphere as 
carbon dioxide," he told BBC News. 

"This ban comes after an enormous amount 
of work by the industry and by government to 
find alternatives, but we do not think there is any 
alternative to a ban on peat and therefore we 
have taken this decision. " 

In the UK alone, peat bogs, moors and fens 
store about 3.2 billion tonnes of carbon - more 
than in woodlands and forests - but most are in 
a poor state after decades of being drained for 
farming or mined for peat. 

In 2021, the government launched a public 
consultation on the use of peat in horticulture, 
pledging to ban sales in the amateur sector by 
the end of 2024, and to set aside £50 million to 
restore peatlands. 

More than 5,000 responses were received, 
the vast majority in favour of the proposals. The 
government has now confirmed the ban will 
come into effect by the end of 2024 and it is 
setting aside £5 million from the £600 million 
Nature for Climate Fund to support farmers to 
grow crops on re-wetted land. 

Environmental groups have long 
campaigned for tougher action, including a ban 
on peat extraction in the UK. 

Georgia Stokes, CEO of Somerset Wildlife 
Trust said "It is right that the government is 
taking action. We absolutely need to protect 

these really vital sources of carbon. "However, 
it's not enough and it's not quick enough; the 
ban on retail sales of peat is not going to end 
peat extraction." 

Much of the peat used in the UK is imported, 
but peat continues to be mined, although 
volumes have been declining in recent years. 

Much of the UK peat industry is in Somerset, 
providing jobs and income to local people. 
Somerset County Council confirmed that peat 
extraction was still taking place in the county at 
a "limited number of sites", centred around the 
Glastonbury area. 

"We don't have figures for extraction rates 
or amounts removed in recent years, but the 
number of operational sites is reducing," a 
spokesperson told BBC News. 

"Our current planning policy mirrors the 
National Planning Policy Framework in that it 
would be unlikely new planning permissions for 
peat extraction would be granted. All licenses 
are due to expire by the end of 2042, however it 
is anticipated most, if not all, will be complete in 
advance of this." 

Some old peat mines in Somerset have 
been turned over to conservation, the drainage 
channels cut for mining peat planted with reed 
beds. At Westhay Nature Reserve, sphagnum 
moss and sundews form a carpet on the boggy 
ground and the wetlands attract rare birds such 
as bitterns and curlews. 

Down the road, at Honeygar farm, Somerset 
Wildlife Trust is working to return land that has 
been drained for farming back into a natural 
boggy state. This means re-wetting the peat, 
achieved by blocking artificial drainage ditches 
and gullies. 

"Once that happens you start to slowly 
create peat-forming habitat," said Steve Mews 

of Somerset Wildlife Trust. 
Peat forms at an incredibly slow rate, 

building up over the course of hundreds of 
years. 

In the UK, more than 18 million tonnes of 
carbon are emitted every year by damaged peat 
lands. 

Until the ban comes in, peat can still be 
found in multi-purpose composts and growing 
bags, unless labelled peat-free. Words such as 
"environmentally friendly" and "organic" don't 
necessarily mean peat-free 

You can buy peat-free alternatives made 
from the likes of bark, coconut fibre or sheep's 
wool or make your own compost 

Of course, you can put your garden waste in 
council bins for use locally. 

 

S 

BBQ Fire 
 
Two Boston men who caused a 
fire at a country park in Norfolk 
with a disposable barbecue 
during the summer heatwave 
have been fined hundreds of 
pounds.  

Aleksejs Sokolovs, 45, of Valentine 
Close, and Darius Lazauskas, also 45 and 
of Carlton Road, Boston, were charged with 
arson following the incident at Bawsey 
Country Park on Sunday, August 14. 

Members of the public helped 
extinguish the fire and the pair were 
detained by an off-duty police officer. They 
appeared at King's Lynn Magistrates' Court 
where the both admitted the offence. 
Sokolovs was fined £583 and ordered to 
pay a £233 surcharge and costs of £145. 

Lazauskas was fined £383, and told to 
pay a £153 surcharge and £145 costs. The 
fire came after all major supermarkets in the 
UK stopped selling disposable barbecues 
because of safety fears during the 
heatwave. 

If all the grain that is used for animal feed 
were grown in a single field it would 
cover the entire land surface of the UK 
and EU put together. 
 
“Sixty Harvests Left” by Philip Lymbery 

As much as 37% of greenhouse gas 
emissions globally are caused by our 
food and the way we produce it 
 
“Sixty Harvests Left” by Philip Lymbery 

The UN estimates that the amount of 
meat wasted every year is equivalent to 
15 billion animals being reared, 
slaughtered and binned. 
 
“Sixty Harvests Left” by Philip Lymbery 
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Britain’s Overlooked Rainforests Are 
Vanishing, But There’s a Plan to Save Them 

 
 

An article by Jocelyn Timperley published on the BBC Science Focus website 

 
CROSS western Britain and Ireland, you can find patches of damp and misty woodland 
draped in a cover of green lichens, mosses and liverworts. Increasingly referred to as 
temperate rainforests, these unique ecosystems harbour the largest concentration of 

oceanic lichens and mosses in Europe, including some found nowhere else on Earth. 

Now at a fraction of their 
previous coverage, many are 
asking whether Britain should be 
doing more to protect and expand 
the areas it has left, but what 
actually are these rainforests of 
Britain and how can we save them? 

Temperate rainforests, unlike their tropical 
counterparts like the Amazon, are found in 
cooler climates which intersect with an oceanic 
zone, leading to the most well-known 
characteristic of rainforests – high rainfall. 

They exist in several areas across the world 
including the Pacific Northwest of the US, south-
eastern Australia and New Zealand, as well as 
western Britain and Ireland. The key thing about 
all these locations is that their humid climates 
are permissive for “a whole bunch of really 
special little things to grow on the trees”, says 
Rebecca Yahr, lichen biodiversity scientist at 
the Royal Botanic Gardens of Edinburgh 
(RBGE). 

These include mosses, lichens, liverworts, 
and other fungi, she says, many of which can 
only grow there. 

“It’s this incredibly rare and unique set of 
species that all occur together,” says Yahr. 

“Every bough is covered with an intricate 
mosaic of different colours, different textures, 
with spots, with speckles, with floppy places, 
with red spots, just all these crazy things.” 

In Britain, these humid woodlands are found 
in several locations down the west coast, 
including in Scotland, the Lake District, Wales 
and the south-west of England. Here, a mix of 
the local microclimate and a position on the 
western seaboard where relatively warm, moist, 
air flows in creates ideal conditions for the 
rainforests to thrive. 

“We have this sort of special set of climatic 
conditions that exist almost nowhere else,” says 
Yahr. “It's really very unusual where we have 
these forests.” 

There is now a rising focus on the rainforest 
properties of these woodlands and the unique 
ecosystems they host. It might surprise some to 

hear that Britain has a rainforest. 
In fact, temperate forests have long been 

considered as part of the broader term 'ancient 
woodland', says David Rickwood, the Woodland 
Trust’s site manager for several temperate 
rainforests in Devon including Fingle Woods. 
The terms Atlantic Oakwood forests or Celtic 
rainforests also refer to similar things. 
“[Temperate rainforests] are not that well 
defined,” says Rickwood. “And I think that is due 
to happen.” 

So how can we save them?  Britain once 
supported far larger expanses of temperate 
rainforest, but centuries of tree felling and land-
use change has reduced them to small 
fragments. Temperate rainforests are also rare 
globally, says Yahr. In fact, the conditions for 
them occur in less than 1% of the planet’s land, 
with 15% of this occurring in Europe. 

A “saving grace” for Britain’s rainforests is 
that most of the best examples are in places in 
the highlands, in the west coast of Scotland, 
says Yahr, which have seen both low impact of 
management and clean air due to their position 
with regards to local ocean currents. Other parts 
of Europe with potential for rainforest have been 
decimated by pollution, she adds. 

Several groups are now working to protect 
or restore temperate rainforests in Britain, 
including the Alliance for Scotland's Rainforest, 
RSPB, Plantlife, the Woodland Trust, and the 
Atlantic Woodland Alliance. 

Invasive species, especially the common 
Rhododendron, Rhododendron ponticum, are 
among the largest threats. This popular garden 
plant is at its optimal habitat zone exactly where 
the temperate rainforest zone lies, says Yahr. 
“Where it grows, it completely shades out the 
understory and prevents anything else from 
coming in.” Removing it and keeping it out is 
extremely labour intensive. 

Grazing by deer also poses a huge issue in 

Scotland. Further south, regenerating conifer 
and other non-native tree species is an 
additional problem, says Rickwood. “In most of 
my sites [in Devon] we're gradually removing the 
conifer and allowing the native species to 
regenerate.” 

A rising effort in Britain aims to expand and 
connect existing patches of these rainforests 
together, says Yahr, while balancing people's 
use of the land. Networks are needed so 
organisms have corridors to move, especially in 
the face of a changing climate. 

However, many of the species found in 
temperate rainforests are slow to move, raising 
the risk they may fail to keep up with the rate of 
change of where woodlands that might sustain 
them may be in the future, adds Yahr. 

One way to overcome this is to experiment 
with translocations. 

“We move them around and see how they 
do,” says Yahr. “They're not too bad as 
experimental subjects to be moved, and they 
seem to survive in some places.” 

As other areas of Britain are subject to 
climate change, areas of temperate rainforests 
in deep valley systems could become even 
more important as reservoirs of biodiversity, 
says Rickwood. 

What’s crucial is for these projects to have 
the long timeframes they need to regenerate 
naturally, including when it comes to funding, 
adds Rickwood. “A grant might exist for five 
years, but you can't do it in five years. You've 
got to have a 20-to-30-year timeframe.” 
 

 
 

A 

The fact that there’s a highway 
to hell and only a stairway to 

heaven says a lot about 
anticipated traffic numbers 

Rewilding the soil has a big part to play 
in ensuring future harvests, bringing 
back the great weight of biodiversity 
beneath our feet which helps store 
carbon and water naturally.  Q handful of 
healthy soil harbours more living 
organisms than the number of people on 
the planet. 
 
“Sixty Harvests Left” by Philip Lymbery 
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The Manchineel Tree (Hippomane mancinella) 
 

An article published on Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia 
 

HE manchineel tree (Hippomane mancinella) is a species of flowering plant in the spurge 
family (Euphorbiaceae). Its native range stretches from tropical southern North America 
to northern South America.  The name "manchineel" (sometimes spelled "manchioneel" 

or "manchineal"), as well as the specific epithet mancinella, are from Spanish manzanilla ("little 
apple"), from the superficial resemblance of its fruit and leaves to those of an apple tree. It is 
also called beach apple. 

A present-day Spanish name is 
manzanilla de la muerte, "little 
apple of death". This refers to the 
fact that manchineel is one of the 
most toxic trees in the world: the 
tree has milky-white sap which 
contains numerous toxins and can 
cause blistering. The sap is present 
in every part of the tree – bark, 
leaves, and fruit. 

Hippomane mancinella grows up to 15m 
tall. It has reddish-greyish bark, small greenish-
yellow flowers and shiny green leaves. The 
leaves are simple, alternate, very finely serrated 
or toothed, and 5–10 cm long. 

Spikes of small greenish flowers are 
followed by fruits, which are similar in 
appearance to an apple, are green or greenish-
yellow when ripe. The fruit is poisonous, as is 
every other part of the tree. 

Manchineel is native to the Caribbean, the 
US state of Florida, the Bahamas, Mexico, 
Central America, and northern South America. 

It can be found on coastal beaches and in 
brackish swamps, where it grows among 
mangroves. It provides excellent natural 
windbreaks and its roots stabilize the sand, thus 
reducing beach erosion. 

The manchineel tree is listed as an 
endangered species in Florida. 

All parts of the tree contain strong toxins. Its 
milky white sap contains phorbol and other skin 
irritants, producing strong allergic contact 
dermatitis. 

Standing beneath the tree during rain will 
cause blistering of the skin from mere contact 
with this liquid: even a small drop of rain with the 
milky substance in it will cause the skin to blister. 
The sap has also been known to damage the 
paint on cars.  

Burning the tree may cause ocular injuries if 
the smoke reaches the eyes. Contact with its 
milky sap (latex) produces bullous dermatitis, 

acute keratoconjunctivitis and possibly large 
corneal epithelial defects. 

Although the fruit is potentially fatal if eaten, 
no such occurrences have been reported in the 
modern literature. Ingestion can produce severe 
gastroenteritis with bleeding, shock, and 
bacterial superinfection, as well as the potential 
for airway compromise due to oedema. 

When ingested, the fruit is reportedly 
"pleasantly sweet" at first, with a subsequent 
"strange peppery feeling, gradually progress-
[ing] to a burning, tearing sensation and 
tightness of the throat." Symptoms continue to 
worsen until the patient can "barely swallow 
solid food because of the excruciating pain and 
the feeling of a huge obstructing pharyngeal 
lump." 

In some parts of its range, many trees carry 
a warning sign – for example on Curaçao – while 
others are marked with a red "X" on the trunk to 
indicate danger. In the French Antilles the trees 

are often marked with a painted red band 
roughly 1m above the ground. 

Although the plant is toxic to many birds and 
other animals, the black-spined iguana 
(Ctenosaura similis) is known to eat the fruit and 
even live among the limbs of the tree. 

A poultice of arrowroot (Maranta 
arundinacea) was used by the Arawak and 
Taíno as an antidote against such poisons. The 
Caribs were known to poison the water supply 
of their enemies with the leaves. Spanish 
explorer Juan Ponce de León died shortly after 
an injury incurred in battle with the Calusa in 
Florida—being struck by an arrow that had been 
poisoned with manchineel sap. 

Despite the inherent dangers associated 
with handling it, the tree has been used as a 
source of wood by Caribbean furniture makers 
for centuries. It must be cut and left to dry in the 
sun to dry the sap. To avoid dangerous contact 
with the poisonous parts, the tree may be burnt 
at the base to fell it.  

William Ellis, ship's surgeon for James Cook 
on his final voyage, wrote “On the fourth, a party 
of men were sent to cut wood, as the island 
apparently afforded plenty of that article; 
amongst other trees they unluckily cut down 
several of the manchineel, the juice of which 
getting into their eyes, rendered them blind for 
several days.” 
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Early Notice !! 

The Broadland Tree Warden Network Annual General Meeting 2022 

Wednesday 16 November 2022 at 19:30 
 

Click here to join the meeting 

https://teams.live.com/meet/938880192623
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Nightmare Neighbour Fined £68k For Felling Trees 
 

An article by Katie Davis published on The Sun website 
 
 

 PROPERTY developer has been slapped with a £68,000 fine after ignoring desperate 
pleas from his neighbours to not chop down dozens of historic trees. Fuming residents 
living beside the protected woodland in Horton Heath, Hants, say they are "devastated" 

by the "eyesore" left by James Barney. 

The 35-year-old had "access to a 
rich sea of funding" and planned to 
build two holiday lets on the plot of 
land, a court heard. 

Barney was faced with a tirade of anger as 
his neighbours, awoken by a digger and building 
works, attempted to tell him the oak trees had a 
Tree Protection Order (TPO). 

However, he ignored their frantic pleas and 
went ahead with slashing down the oaks that 
stood in an area of woodland at Scoreys Copse, 
all of which were more than 100 years old. 

Barney, who lives with his parents in a 
£2.3m house in nearby Bursledon, claimed he 
didn't know of the TPO when he hacked them 
down - and "didn't believe" anyone that told him 
otherwise. 

The TPO meant the cutting, damage or 
destruction of the trees was prohibited without 
the local planning authority’s written consent. 

Barney has been hit with a £50,000 fine as 
well as £17,841 in legal and a £190 victim 
surcharge costs following a hearing at 
Southampton Magistrates Court - bringing the 
total to £68,031. 

Nevertheless, outraged local residents 

believe the damage caused could be 
irreversible as they expressed fears for the 
wildlife which has had its habitats destroyed. 

Debbie Lowe, landlady of nearby pub the 
Brigadier Gerard, said she was woken up by the 
"horrendous cracking noise" when Barney's 
team began felling at 5am on April 10 last year. 

The 48-year-old told The Sun Online: “It 
sounded like war of the worlds. I can’t believe he 
managed to do this.  Everyone is devastated. 
Trees that were hundreds of years old just aren’t 
there anymore. It's so sad we won’t see those 

replanted trees restored in our lifetime.” 
She branded the gap in the woodland an 

"eyesore" and told of her concern for the wildlife 
there.  Debbie added: “It was nesting season 
when they were cut down and there will be no 
more bluebells or snowdrops there now. It’s just 
so sad, it’s a tree graveyard.” 

Sam Allen, a commercial artist who lives 
opposite the site, said it was the "nail in the 
coffin" in his decision to now move away from 
the area.  He said he was glad to see Barney - 
who has been ordered to plant 650 new trees to 
replace the ones he uprooted - taken to court. 

Sam, 57, added: “It feels like justice has 
been done. It’s a relief now it's all over.  Before 
it looked like a large garden - if they hadn’t been 
stopped who knows how far they would have 
gone?” 

As per Barney's tree replacement notice he 
must clear and replant the area with at least 37 
mature oaks of 2.5m height.  It is estimated to 
cost between £25,000 and £30,000, which his 
parents will pay. 

He cut down around 53 trees but according 
to prosecuting barrister Edmund Robb "that 
does not account for the potentially thousands" 
as "in law, a tree could be a sapling". 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Anti-Bird Spikes on Trees Branded 'Stupidest 
Idea I Have Ever Seen' 

 

An article by George Thompson, Eastern Daily Press Local Democracy Reporter 
 
 

LANS to install anti-bird spikes on trees above a city car park have been rejected after 
locals criticised the idea as "April Fools-esque".  The measures were intended to prevent 
the creatures leaving droppings on vehicles parked outside a church in Thorpe Hamlet, 

Norwich, which has been converted into offices. 

Under plans lodged with 
Norwich City Council, the plastic 
spikes would have been run along 
the branches of two sycamore trees 
on St Matthews Road, where 
complaints had been raised about 
the "huge mess" left by roosting 
birds. 

However, locals raised a series of 
objections, with one calling the proposals "the 
stupidest idea I have ever seen". 

Another objector said: "I am writing to object 
- in the strongest terms - about the absurd, April 
Fools-esque idea of installing anti-bird spikes in 
trees in order to help keep the cars below clean. 

"These trees contribute greatly to the 
amenity of the area - and I would argue that this 
is not simply because of their physical 
appearance, but because of the wealth of 

wildlife that they harbour and assist. 
"The loss of birds from these trees, for the 

sake of car cleanliness, would therefore mean a 
distinct harm to local amenity." 

Ash Haynes, Green Party councillor for 
Thorpe Hamlet, also objected to the plan, 
arguing that anti-bird spikes "are damaging to 
wildlife in the city as well as potentially to the 
trees themselves". 

In their application for planning permission, 

agents had written: "The reason for the works is 
due to birds roosting and causing a huge 
amount of mess on the vehicles below. 

"The idea is to reduce the wispy growth and 
install the anti-bird spikes to the limbs to prevent 
this. The reduction is also to prevent the tree 
from getting too large for the area and 
preserving it for future years." 

A council planning officer has sided with the 
objectors and refused the application. 

The official branded the works "not 
appropriate" and issued a protection order to 
save the trees from damage. 

It is not the only place where the issue of 
bird droppings on cars has created problems. 

Trees in Great Yarmouth were trimmed 
back earlier this month to prevent starlings from 
covering homes and vehicles. 

People in Kent Square had resorted to using 
lasers and noise deterrents to put the birds off 
roosting.  

A 
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Colourful Songbirds Could Be Traded to Extinction 
 

By Victoria Gill, BBC Science Correspondent 
 

NIQUELY coloured songbirds are at high risk of extinction because they are in demand 
as pets, research has shown.  The pet songbird trade in Asia has already driven several 
species close to extinction, with birds targeted primarily for their beautiful voices.  Now 

a study has revealed that particular colours of plumage put birds at greater risk of being taken 
from the wild and sold. Researchers say breeding birds in captivity for the trade could help.

"That won't work for all species," said lead 
researcher Prof Rebecca Senior, from the 
University of Durham. "But there's hope that we 
could shift the sourcing [of some pet birds] so 
they're captive-bred rather than caught in the 
wild." 

Supplying, rather than fighting, the songbird 
trade might prove controversial, but these 
researchers say it could be a practical way to 
prevent species from being lost from the wild. 

The study, published in the journal Current 
Biology, also showed that if the most desirable 
birds continued to be taken from the wild, the 
populations left in Asia's tropical forests would 
gradually become "more drab". The most 
striking, uniquely coloured birds would be the 
first to be lost. 

To understand the threats to wild birds, Prof 
Senior and her colleagues carried out what was 
essentially a stocktake of the species and the 
colours most commonly bought and sold in the 
songbird markets of Asia. 

"We found that species that had a more 
unique colour - something not similar to other 
birds - are more likely to be traded," she 
explained.  "And there are particular categories 
of colour that tend to be more common in the 
trade - azure (sometimes described as sky blue) 
and yellow. Pure white is quite common, too." 

The scientists also simulated the impact of 
the trade - removing the most commonly traded 
species from the wild population. This showed 
that continued songbird trapping would result in 
"more brown and less blue" plumage in Asia's 
tropical forests. 

In parts of Asia, Indonesia in particular, the 
impact of the trade has been labelled a 
conservation crisis. The International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) set up a 
specialist group in an effort to prevent the 
extinction of species that are threatened by the 
trade. 

Owning songbirds is deeply rooted in local 
culture in Indonesia. Bird-singing competitions 
are hugely popular and, at a national level, can 
offer prizes worth tens of thousands of pounds. 
Many conservationists have concluded that 
fighting the trade is pointless. 

"Rather than go in all guns blazing and say, 
'you can't take these birds that have been an 
important part of your culture for so long'," said 
Prof Senior.  

"We could identify the species that are at 
risk and try to shift the sourcing to captive-bred 
birds.  There is definitely potential for that to fill 
the high demand that exists." 

Bird populations in Asia and the 
US are "in crisis", according to two 
major studies. The first concludes 
there are three billion fewer birds in 
the US and Canada today compared 
to 1970 - a loss of 29% of North 
America's birds. 

The second outlines a tipping point in "the 
Asian songbird crisis": on the island of Java, 
Indonesia, more birds may now live in cages 
than in the wild. 

Scientists hope the findings will serve as a 
wake-up call.  The two studies are published in 
the journals Science and Biological 
Conservation. 

The North America study revealed how 
many birds were being lost across every type of 
habitat - from grasslands to coasts to deserts. 
While it did not directly assess what was driving 
this, the scientists concluded that, among 
multiple causes, the major factor was habitat 
loss driven by human activity. 

This study, explained lead researcher Dr 
Ken Rosenberg from the Cornell lab of 
Ornithology and the American Bird 
Conservancy, was the first to "run the numbers" 
on bird populations. 

"We knew some species were declining," he 
told BBC News, "but we thought that, while rare 
birds were disappearing, the more generalist 
birds - and those better adapted to human 
landscapes - would be filling in the gaps." 

The team's calculations were based on 
bringing together all the bird monitoring in North 
America for the past 50 years. Every major 
survey carried out across the continent since 
1970. 

"What we saw was this pervasive net loss," 
Dr Rosenberg said. "And we were pretty startled 
to see that the more common birds, the 
everyday backyard birds and generalist species, 
are suffering some of the biggest losses." 

That same pattern, he added, is likely to be 
mirrored in other parts of the world. And the 
situation in Asia, as the other study has shown, 
is a particularly striking case of a human-driven 
extinction crisis. 

The buying and selling of songbirds - many 
of which are caught from the wild - is huge 
business in parts of Asia, particularly on the 
island of Java in Indonesia. 

Back in 2017, we investigated how the trade 

pushed more than a dozen species to the brink 
of extinction. 

Around 75 million birds are kept as pets on 
Java. Many are sought after for bird singing 
competitions - often referred to as "Kicau-
mania". At these events, caged birds' songs are 
judged on melody, duration and volume. Top 
prizes for the best singers can earn owners as 
much as £40,000 in the biggest contests. 

This culture, however, drives the capture of 
birds from the wild to satisfy demand. And that, 
researchers say, threatens the survival of 
numerous species. 

Harry Marshall, lead researcher on this 
study, explained: "The trade is estimated to be 
worth tens of millions of dollars to the 
Indonesian economy, so it is no surprise that it 
is a key regional source of both supply and 
demand for songbirds, with hundreds of markets 
running across the archipelago, selling more 
than 200 different species." 

Mr Marshall, who is a PhD student at 
Manchester Metropolitan University and 
Chester Zoo, led a survey of 3,000 households 
across Java, which is Indonesia's most densely 
populated island. From this, he and his 
colleagues were able to estimate that there 
were as many as 75 million caged birds living in 
Javanese households. 

There may now be more songbirds living in 
cages on the island than there are now living in 
the wild. 

Both teams of scientists were keen to 
highlight the optimism among the obvious 
"doom and gloom" in these new findings. 

Prof Stuart Marsden, from Manchester 
Metropolitan University, an authority on the 
Asian songbird trade, pointed out that the 
national obsession with keeping caged birds in 
Indonesia was driven by a love of birds. 

"I think that passion can be channelled into 
conservation," he said. 

Dr Rosenberg pointed to a striking example 
of bird conservation success as a reason for 
what he called his "weirdly optimistic" view 
about the dramatic decline in North America's 
bird population. 

"In US and Canada, it was the duck hunters 
who noticed a decline in waterfowl and did some 
thing about it. Millions of dollars have been put 
into wetland protection and restoration - in order 
to have healthy populations for duck hunters. 

"That's a model - if we can replicate it for 
birds that are not hunted and birds that people 
love in other habitats, we know that bird 
populations can be resilient and will come back." 

U 

The first 30 cm of soils contains around 
680 billion tonnes of carbon – almost 
double the amount present in our 
atmosphere. 
 
“Sixty Harvests Left” by Philip Lymbery 

40% of the global grain harvest, enough 
to sustain 4 billion people, is used in 
animal feed, causing much of both 
calories and protein to be lost. 

 

“Sixty Harvests Left” by Philip Lymbery 
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Warning Ignored by Councillors Making TPO 
 

By Bill Jacobs, Local Democracy Reporter on the Lancashire Telegraph 
 

ARNINGS from two householders that a 'vast' tree could wreck their homes were 
dismissed by councillors as they confirmed a TPO on it.  Stuart Boott, the owner of 
Bradgate in Oldfield Avenue in Darwen, Lancashire, told them of his fears that the 75-

foot Scots pine in his garden could fall on his property in windy weather and destroy it. 

He was backed by neighbour 
Stephen Draper in opposing the 
tree preservation order when they 
appeared before Blackburn with 
Darwen Council planning 
committee last month. 

Mr Boott said: "I have lived in the house for 
49 years and feel intimidated by its presence 
and the potential damage if it should fall.  We 
have seen the tree grow considerably in that 
period to the point that we now fell that it is a 
threat to ourselves and our property. 

"The Pine tree is by any stretch of the 
imagination enormous.  It stands at 23 m high, 
more than 2.5 times the height of the house and 
9 m from the front of the house. 

"With the recent high winds we have 
become increasingly anxious and concerned as 
to the tree's long-term stability in extreme 
weather conditions." 

Next-door neighbour Mr Draper told the 
committee: "If we have a tree failure there is a 

high probability it will fall on my house." 
They asked the committee to defer any 

decision till the councillors had made a site visit 
and seen the tree for themselves, but the 

meeting confirmed the TPO after planning 
manager Gavin Prescott told it that the tree had 
registered a very high score on the special 
TEMPO assessment by the borough's very 
experienced arboricultural officer Karen O'Shea 
and that Mr Boott could apply to prune the tree. 

The councillors also confirmed two other 
TPOs on two sycamores.  One in Alexandra 
Road and one in Beardwood Brow in Blackburn 

This was despite Carolanne Conolly, the 
owner of 37 Alexandra Road, telling the 
committee that the two trees - more than 80 m 
in height - overhung the roof of her house and 
their roots could damage its foundations. 

She said she had already planted several 
saplings to replace them. 

Darwen East Liberal Democrat Cllr Paul 
Browne said: "We need to do more to protect 
trees." 

After the meeting Mr Boott said: "This is very 
disappointing. This tree is vast." 

His wife Madeleine said: "It can be very 
frightening on a windy night." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Trees and me: Deborah Meaden 
 

N the latest issue of The Woodland Trust’s excellent Broadleaf magazine, businesswoman 
and TV personality Deborah Meaden tells us of her first den in the woods, caring about 
climate change, life on a Somerset smallholding and a special wedding tree and shares a 

green money-saving top tip. 

When I first started on Dragons’ 
Den, they nicknamed me Swampy. 
I’ve always cared about climate 
change: I wrote a thesis on it at 
business school 48 years ago.  

Back then I thought it would be way beyond 
my lifetime, but we’re seeing some ravaging 
stuff right now and unless an idea has 
sustainable potential I won’t invest, because if a 
business isn’t tackling climate change, it’s 
already dying. Even hard-nosed types who only 
care about the bottom line need to step up, 
because consumers increasingly demand it. We 
have that power! 

Aged seven, I lopped my mother’s forsythia 
and sold the flowers at our garden gate. It was 
my first business venture. Even then I quickly 
sensed it was all about location, so I moved my 
stall to a more prominent position on next-door’s 
drive. Trade picked up, until said neighbour 
marched me back to my mother, who roundly 
told me off. It was only for show.  I could tell she 
was secretly proud. 

As a child, I’d be out until last light. Mum was 
a single parent and we moved around, but if we 
didn’t have a garden we’d be scrumping crab 
apples and climbing trees. I remember always 

wanting to stretch that bit higher, grab the limb 
that seemed out of reach. For a while we lived 
in a council house with an extremely long 
garden, but we’d still squeeze through the fence 
and make dens in the woods beyond. To this 
day, being in nature makes me feel good, 
independent, part of something greater, free. 

Our Somerset smallholding is only 26 acres, 
but chock full of life. There are treecreepers, 
long-tailed tits, woodpeckers, owls, buzzards, 
nightingales, linnets. Kingfishers patrol our pond 
and an otter stops by now and then to decimate 
the fish, but when we turned up 16 years ago 
there was nothing, just over-sprayed arable 
fields. We immediately put in 50 mature trees 
and 500 whips around them, forming coppices 
and hedgerows to connect up the land. Now 
there’s somewhere to perch, nest and hunt.  It’s 
a complete transformation. 

Nature knows best. We gave our trees a 
fighting chance by planting where they once 
grew: we found old maps dating to 1780. We put 
back the orchard too, complete with old English 
apple varieties. We’ve learned that trees tell you 
when they’re happy: birch and willow thrive in 
the wet ground here, but the Turkish hazel 
struggled. I thought: you’re in the wrong place! 

A friend took a twist of willow from my 

wedding bouquet 29 years ago and it took root. 
When we moved here, we brought cuttings. Now 
about 40 trees can be traced to that marital 
sprig: my clever husband’s even woven a lovely 
dome with room for ten people. We also put in 
an avenue of 20 whips to mark 25 years.  Our 
wedding anniversary walk. It leads to a little 
horse chestnut grown from a conker from 
another much-loved tree at our old place. There 
are lots of memories in our garden. 

Here’s a green money-saving tip: ditch the 
weedkiller. People are always trying to impose 
rules on nature, but take those barriers away, 
have a little patience, and it does wonders. 
Things become less pristine, yes, but soon 
hordes of birds will be pecking at the slugs and 
snails, which in turn eat up loads of aphids. It all 
regulates itself, so nowadays I just sit back and 
watch nature do my work." 

 
Broadleaf is the quarterly magazine 

exclusive to Trust members. Its inspirational 
writing and stunning photography tell the inside 
story of how we, our members, volunteers and 
partners stand up for trees. To receive your 
regular copy and exciting welcome gift, become 
a member now. 
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The ‘Halsbury’ Oak 
 

By Carol Webb (nee Carpenter) former South Norfolk Tree Warden 

 
N the hope that highlighting the plight of this tree will make any difference to local planning 
rules in our area, I would like to tell all about this very sad situation.  Way back in 2015, 
Halsbury Homes began building a new housing development, in Loddon, next to the new 

doctor’s surgery. Once planning permission had been granted on the site, the then Loddon 
Parish Clerk asked me if I could arrange to take some photos of the area as it developed.  

The site was at that time an open 
field with one large oak tree 
standing proud in the middle. A 
Condition of planning was that this 
Oak was to be retained and in fact 
the main entrance road was to be 
called Oak Avenue.  

This would lead to an open space with the 
said tree growing proudly on the designated 
landscaping area. The other roads on the estate 
were subsequently named after trees as well. 

My husband and I began by taking pictures 
of then free-standing tree, over the following few 
months, in order to capture it before the building 
started. As you can see, it was a lovely 
specimen taking on a variety of guises through-
out the year. 

To start with, the tree was fenced around 
with temporary barriers, although with not much 
breathing space and gradually building debris 
began to pile up around the base. Then, one 
evening, after a short storm, we were told it had 
been struck by lightning and was to be 
examined by a tree specialist for safety reasons.  

Following the inspection, the oak was 
deemed to have honey fungus and to be 
dangerous. It was subsequently removed and 
the plan was, we were told, to replant with a 
mature tree as a replacement. 

I guess you all know where this is going 
now…….. 

After much badgering from both Parish and 
District Councils, along with letters from me, 
eventually an oak sapling was put in the ground 
in early April 2021. I was horrified that it was 
planted in a particularly dry spell, at the wrong 
time of year, in land where all of the top soil had 
been removed and said as much to the guys 
who were digging the hole.  

Their reply was that it needed go in as a 
photographer was coming to take a photo, with  

one of the local councillors, for publicity 
purposes. They would then be back next week 
to replant properly. 

You really couldn’t make this up……. 
Anyway a few days later, sure enough, a 

digger arrived and proceeded to gouge out a 

huge square hole and then a load of soil and 
compost was duly dumped into it. Meanwhile, 
the said sapling had been dug up and stood in a 
bucket next to it. You can just see in the photo 
below.  

I could not tell if there was any water in the 
bucket but I certainly never saw any being put 
on the ground, at any time.  

The poor stick (as I am now calling it) was 
put back in the middle of the area and a wire 
fence erected around 4 corner posts. 

Following this fiasco, I did go out for several 
days with cans of water to try to encourage the 
poor thing, as did one of my neighbours. 

You may have gathered by now that my 
husband and I had, during this time, moved into 
a house on the site right next to where the 
original tree should have been. What a 
wonderful view we thought we were going to 

have of this much-loved tree but that was not to 
be. 

Anyway, after a while it became apparent 
that no spark of life was left in the stick and my 
neighbour and I gave up trying to revive it. 

As of today 26 August 2022, the stick is still 
there, in its enclosure, looking sadder by the 
moment. You can just see it in the picture below, 
behind the sign, listing to the right 

As I write this tome, which I am sure has 

probably bored you no end by now, it is 
scorching hot and the area of brown grass, that 
was once turfed, in front of our window, is being 
cut by a man with a push along petrol mower, 
need I say senselessly 

Presumably Halsbury Homes are paying 

him to walk up and down achieving nothing and 
pushing his machine carefully around the still 
remaining wire fence. 

The last time I had occasion to mention this 
‘tree problem’ to Halsbury, I asked if I should 
remove the dead stick and replace it with a live 
specimen and was threatened with legal 
proceedings if I touched it. 

So now we wait for another planting season 
and maybe … just maybe … we will get a new 
tree this year! 

A very sad story and it seems that whatever 
planning stipulations may have been, Halsbury 
Homes are a law unto themselves.  Maybe we 
should be able to do more to ensure that 
planning conditions are adhered to with regard 
to planting and aftercare. After all, it would save 
a lot of people a lot of needless effort planting 
things that are just going to die and save a lot of 
money in the bargain! 
 
Editor’s comment  

Oh, I am a big fan of this lady.  You can 
always bank on Carol to tell it just as it is and 
she certainly doesn’t take prisoners. 

You may remember that I recently raised the 
matter of how ineffectual planning conditions 
appear to be and how planners appear to prefer 
to sit in the office rather than visit sites to check 
that conditions have been met. 

Of course, even if a developer has met 
planning conditions (such as the creation of 
hedgehog highways through a development) 
there is nothing to prevent purchasers stopping 
them up as soon as they move in. 

If planning conditions are to be effective 
then planners must follow them up and require 
developers to make them covenants on the 
subsequent sale. 

It is only because people like Carol are 
willing to step up and be counted by following up 
such matters that there is any chance of 
anything being done … and even then there is 
no guarantee. 

The day Carol gave up Tree Wardening was 
a very sad one and she is a massive loss to our 
cause.  I shall never forget her taking Jon Stokes 
apart at a Tree Warden Forum … and I bet Jon 
will never forget it either! 

Together with the late Eric Wilkinson, Carol 
really made a difference in Loddon and 
Chedgrave.  What a duo they were and I always 
felt in awe of them. 

 I was very sorry to learn that Carol had 
given up Tree Wardening but I’m so pleased that 
she is still keeping others on their toes (including 
me!), but I guess I knew full well that she would 
continue to do that 

Please don’t ever change Carol.  You are a 
true diamond and a shining example to us all. I 
am privileged to be able to call you ‘friend’.

I 
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Quarry Owners Hanson Refused Permission 
to Fell Hundreds of Trees at Wildlife Haven 

 

By Adam Postans, Local Democracy Reporter for Bristol Live 
 
 

OUNCILLORS have upheld a decision to protect hundreds of trees at a much-loved 
wildlife haven from being felled by quarry owner Hanson. The company has applied for 
planning permission to build a haulage road at its Chipping Sodbury site, which would 

involve removing a swathe of woodland at a site of nature conservation interest. 

It was only when this was 
submitted in April that South 
Gloucestershire Council officers 
realised the trees were not 
protected and could be chopped 
down, so they issued a TPO 
spanning a total of 4,105 m² across 
two sites.  

Hanson objected, calling the decision 
“disappointing” and arguing the order, which 
covers land either side of Brinsham Lane and 
another off Gravel Hill Road North, was 
unnecessary because it had proven itself to be 
a responsible landowner over 150 years in the 
area. 

However, the development management 
committee upheld the TPO, but it is only a 
temporary reprieve because it would be 
overridden if members subsequently grant 
permission for the road linking Southfields and 
Brinsham West quarries, the meeting heard. 

Yate town councillor Chris Willmore told 
members many of the trees under threat were at 
a SNCI which was the highest designation in 
South Gloucestershire Council’s powers. She 
said: “Your tree officer has looked at the trees 
and said these trees need protection until that 
planning application is determined. 

“If at that time you grant consent for the haul 

road then the trees will go, but we are asking 
you to please preserve the status quo and 
protect those trees so that when you as a 
planning committee come to take the decision 
on whether to allow the quarry haul road, those 
trees are still there. 

“You can then take a decision about the 
environmental impact rather than having those 
trees unprotected, in which case they may go 
before you get the chance to take a decision.” A 
resident told the committee: “We are extremely 
disappointed and concerned that there has 
been an objection to this perfectly logical 
decision to cover these trees with a TPO. 

“This is a well-known wildlife corridor in an 
SNCI area and these trees play an important 
role in supporting the wildlife in the area when 
there has been so much development 
squeezing their natural habitat beyond 
acceptable levels. The TPO might only be a 
temporary protection but nonetheless a vital 
one. 

“We cannot trust the landowner not to take 
the trees out now. If they did, these trees would 
be lost forever, which would be totally 
unacceptable. 

“The mere fact they are objecting is of grave 
concern and the TPOs should remain firmly in 
place.” Hanson consenting and development 
manager Trystan Mabbitt told members the firm 
had been a “key cornerstone” in Chipping 

Sodbury since the late 19th century and 
managed 450 acres around its quarry 
responsibly. 

He said: “We will follow due process in every 
single regard and it is not our intention to wilfully 
cut down trees. If nothing else, what we do is to 
seek to protect that environment. 

“We have no intention of wilfully destroying 
any trees because it’s primarily us that has put 
them there in the first place. We have 
requirements in terms of ash dieback and 
roadside trees which are often classed as 
dangerous and we seek to undertake those 
requirements in line with legislation and not be 
underhanded in any way. 

“There is an application to come before the 
committee which will be considered on its merits 
at the time.” A council officer said: “The quantity 
of trees proposed to be removed through the 
planning application was sufficient to warrant a 
TPO. 

“Should the planning application be 
determined positively it would override the TPO. 
The TPO is justified purely because there are no 
constraints on the trees at this time to stop them 
from being removed.” 

Cllr Mike Bell said: “Hanson has a good 
record on the environment but just delaying this 
until the application comes in does not handicap 
them, so I support the application by the 
council.” 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Tree Shortage Areas Revealed 
in Mid-Suffolk and Babergh 

 
 TREE CANOPY survey commissioned by two councils has revealed the areas which 
have fewer trees than average.  The report for Babergh and Mid-Suffolk councils said 
some wards had between eight and 10% tree coverage, compared to the English average 

of 16%.  A canopy survey estimates the ground area covered by a tree's leaves, branches and 
stems. 

The councils hope the report will enable 
officers to apply for more funding for tree 
planting. 

The survey was conducted by 
Treeconomics, a social enterprise that works to 
understand how trees improve urban spaces. 

It said the councils, which share a chief 
executive, should set a short-term target of 15% 
coverage and a long-term target of 20%, as 
reported by the Local Democracy Reporting 
service. 

Ms Fleming, Conservative cabinet member 

for environment at Mid Suffolk District Council, 
said it could be used to identify "places that 
would most benefit from tree planting" and 
added: "We also recognise the value that 
access to open space brings to our residents' 
health and wellbeing." 

Green councillor Jane Gould, Babergh 
District Council's cabinet member for climate 
change, biodiversity, and sustainable transport, 
said: "If approved for publication, it will also 
benefit our parishes, community groups as well 
as housing developers... ensuring Babergh 

remains a place people are proud to live and 
work for years to come." 

The survey recognises that rural land often 
has lower tree coverage than urban land, 
because trees have been cut down to make 
room for farming. 

Treeconomics director Kenton Rogers said: 
"The internationally recognised target for tree 
coverage is 30%, so there's a lot more still to be 
done in England."

   

C 

A 



 
 16 

Beech Leaf Disease 
 

An article by Tom Prior, Fera Science Ltd,  
published on the Observatree website 

 
 NEW disease of beech trees (Fagus spp) named ‘Beech leaf disease’ (BLD) is spreading 
through forest areas in eastern USA and Canada. The disease was first reported on 
American beech in Ohio and rapidly spread to forest and landscaped areas in 

neighbouring regions. A nematode (Litylenchus crenatae mccannii) has been isolated from the 
symptomatic leaves and buds. To date, there have been no reports of BLD in the UK. 

It was first identified as a risk to 
Europe in 2019 and lead to its 
addition to the UK Plant Health Risk 
Register. The risk posed by organ-
isms are rated on a scale from 1 to 
125; and BLD was given an overall 
risk rating of 75 demonstrating the 
UK’s concern and the need for 
greater surveillance.  

Contact with Dr Carrie Ewing, Ohio State 
University confirmed its suitability for citizen 
science surveillance with Observatree. “The 
symptoms are very diagnostic. From my 
extensive research, we don’t really find anything 
that looks quite like either the banding or the 
crinkling symptoms”. 

It’s not only Observatree and the UK Plant 
Health Service that recognised the threat but 
also European nematologists.  

A new EUPHRESCO project called 
FAGUSTAT is being led by Dr Nicole Viaene 
from Belgium. Dr Tom Prior, Senior 
nematologist at Fera is not only carrying out 
scientific research and contributing to the 
FAGUSTAT project, but has been working with 
Observatree to help raise public awareness by 
leading on the collation of the new BLD Field 
Identification Guide. 

Nematodes are very small microscopic 
‘worm-like’ animals, sometimes called 
roundworms, and in plant science referred to as 
‘eelworms’. In general, most nematodes are 
harmless and are an important part of good soil 
health helping to breakdown organic matter. 
However, others can be harmful to plant health 
- these plant parasitic nematodes range in size 
from ¼ mm to 3mm so cannot be easily seen by 
the naked eye.  

Almost all plant pathogenic nematodes live 
part of their lives in the soil and may feed on 

surfaces (ectoparasites) or enter the host and 
feed from within (endoparasites). During 
feeding, they secrete saliva containing enzymes 
to help obtain their nutrients, which the host 
reacts to resulting in damage. This can cause 
root lesions (brown dead patches), knots and 
galls (excessive host cell growth) or root 
branching all of which cause visible symptoms. 

These is turn can lead to a loss of vigour and 
above ground symptoms such as stunting and 
yellowing similar with nutrient deficiency 
symptoms. Nematodes may also feed in above 
ground parts and there are several species that 
can affect buds and foliage such as Litylenchus 
nematodes that induce BLD. 

Beech leaf disease is mainly known to affect 
American beech (Fagus grandifolia). However, 
symptoms have been observed on European 
beech (F sylvatica) and oriental beech (F 
orientalis). 

Symptoms include dark bands forming 
between the veins of leaves; the leaves 
becoming curled, deformed and shrivelled; as 
well as premature leaf drop; aborted buds; and 
thinning canopy. Early symptoms include dark-
green striped bands between lateral leaf veins 
and reduced leaf size. Banded areas usually 
become ‘leathery’ and leaf curling may be 
observed. Similar symptoms may be caused by 
other native pests and pathogens (such as leaf 
miners and mites) which are illustrated in the 
Observatree Field Identification Guide. 

The disease is spread both long distances 
and locally by infested plants, windborne 
infested plant material (leaves/ shoots) and leaf-
litter/soil infested with nematodes. 

This is a notifiable pest so if you find it you 
must report it. Please report through TreeAlert. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tree Warden Training 
 

Following the awful debacle when I attempted to deliver the final (for the moment) 
training module last month, I have now upgraded our Microsoft Teams account so 

that (hopefully!!) things will be much smoother in the future.  I have re-arranged 
delivery of Training Module 3: Threats and Challenges to Our Trees for Wednesday 
19 October 2022 commencing at 19:00.  I look forward to seeing you on-line for a 

trouble-free training delivery.  Click on the link below to join the session. 
 

Training Module 3: Threats and Challenges to Our Trees 

https://teams.live.com/meet/9485526927001
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Wild Bison Return to UK With Surprising Results 
 

An article by Bryony Cottam published on https://geographical.co.uk 

 
ONOVAN Wright, one of Britain’s very first bison rangers, is introducing visitors to Kent’s 
newest residents. It has been two months since three European bison left their corral 
and entered Blean Woods near Canterbury, and they’re already getting stuck into their 

role as sustainable ecosystem engineers, managing the woodlands by doing what bison do 
best: grazing, dust bathing and stripping bark from the trees.  

The bison (one matriarch and 
two youngsters) were introduced in 
July to help restore the ancient 
Blean woodland, which has long 
been used for timber and re-planted 
with non-native conifers. No longer 
commercially viable, it served as 
the ideal setting for a rewilding 
project that will hopefully create a 
healthier, more varied woodland – 
one that will be more resilient to the 
climate crisis and will boost 
biodiversity. 

Of course, bison aren’t really free. The 
Wilder Blean project was awarded £1.125 
million from the People’s Postcode Lottery 
Dream Fund to cover the enormous initial costs. 
“This kind of project isn’t an option open to 
everyone,” admits Stan Smith, wilder 
landscapes manager at Kent Wildlife Trust. 
Aside from the more obvious expenses – 
building the enclosure, the rangers’ salaries – a 
huge team effort has been mobilised.  

Part of that effort has been the baseline 
monitoring programme needed to assess the 
impact of the project. Monitoring teams have 
been beavering away for two years, looking at 
what’s underneath the ground, what’s on it and 
what’s in the air, using drones and satellite 
imagery to map changes in the soil and 
vegetation.  

However, the potential benefits of the 
project are worth it: the carbon investment, 
ecosystem recovery and reduced risk of 
flooding, not to mention the income from 
ecotourism, are projected to add up and 
significantly offset the costs of the project. 

The work is already paying off. In less than 
two months, the bison have made a surprising 
difference. “I never expected it to be so quick,” 
says Wright. “We have seen them create a 
network of paths opening up trails of up to a 
metre wide. And we’re not the only ones using 
them. I have seen foxes and rabbits, and a slow 
worm sunbathing on one.”  

The bison have also been debarking the 
trees, an activity not seen in other herbivores, 
which will leave deadwood for stag beetles and 
the woodpeckers that feed on them. Wright 
even saw the matriarch walk out with ‘a massive 
wig of rhododendrons’ (a highly invasive 
species) that she had torn from the ground. ‘No-
one ever expected them to touch the 
rhododendrons.’ 

Bison are a highly adaptable species, so 
perhaps it’s not that surprising that they’re 
already doing so well. Although they’re thought 
to be forest-dwelling animals, other bison-
reintroduction projects in the Netherlands 
suggest that that may not always have been the 
case.  

“We were told, ‘The bison is the king of the 

forest, are you sure you want to put them in the 

dunes?”’ says Esther Rodriguez, nature and 
recreation advisor at non-profit organisation 
Puur Water & Natuur.  

In 2007, three bison were released into a 
closed-off area of sand dunes and forest known 
as Kraansvlak, on the Dutch coast, to help 
diversify the vegetation of Zuid-Kennemerland 
National Park, on the west coast of New 
Holland. “Since then, we’ve been breaking this 
myth,” she says, adding that most of the time, 
the bison prefer to stay in the open areas. 

“Perhaps it’s time we should rethink this, 
and consider whether they were first pushed 
into the forest by human activity, or the First and 
Second World Wars.” 

What began as a pilot project in Zuid-
Kennemerland has expanded to three other 
sites across the Netherlands: Veluwe (dry 
heather, sand drifts and forest plantations) and 
Maashorst (forests, heaths and open 
grasslands) in 2016, and Slikken van de Heen 
(dried and desalinated sandbanks and salt 
marshes) in 2020. 

The Kraansvlak project saw results very 
quickly, as the bison mowed back encroaching 
grasses from the dunes and opened up the 
shrubbery, wallowing in sand pits and creating 
microhabitats for endemic lizards and other 
dune species. Blue tits and great tits in the area 
show a clear preference for using bison fur to 
line their nests. Since then, the herd has 
expanded and, in 2017, a walking path was 
established through the bison area.  

For now, the Blean Woods bison enclosure 

remains closed to the public. Wright says he 

would love to see guided safaris through the 
wood, but Rodriguez cautions that each project 
is different and must advance step by step; there 
are no copy-and-paste solutions. Kraansvlak 
faces the unique challenge of being very close 
to urban areas; the national park receives up to 
four million visitors per year.  

“Not everyone is educated about animals 
and how to behave around them,” says 
Rodriguez. “Some people still don’t know the 
difference between bison and cattle, and we’ve 
been running this project for 15 years.” 

In Kent, introducing the bison has led to new 
restrictions on where walkers can go throughout 
a woodland that’s well used by local people. 
“We’re having ongoing conversations with local 
communities and trying to be as unobstructive 
as possible,” says Smith, “but for nature to be 
truly wild it will affect us, where we go and what 
we can do.” Luckily, it appears that, so far at 
least, the project has been widely embraced by 
the local community. 

 

D 

Since 1990, around a quarter of bee 
species have disappeared and the 
losses go much further – in the half 
century since the widespread adoption 
of intensive agriculture, the world has 
lost 68% of all its wildlife. 
 
 “Sixty Harvests Left” by Philip Lymbery 

https://geographical.co.uk/
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Climate Change Threatens Health 
and Survival of Urban Trees 

 
 

By Helen Briggs, BBC Environment Correspondent 
 
 
 

LIMATE change threatens the health and survival of urban trees, with more than half of 
species already feeling the heat, according to a new study. City-dwelling oaks, maples, 
poplars, elms, pines and chestnuts are among more than 1,000 tree species flagged at 

risk due to climate change. Scientists want better protection of existing trees and for drought-
resistant varieties to be planted. 

Trees have cooling effects and 
provide shade, making cities more 
liveable. 

Many trees in urban areas are already 
stressed because of climate change, and as it 
gets warmer and drier, the number of species at 
potential risk will increase, said Manuel 
Esperon-Rodriguez of Western Sydney 
University in Penrith, Australia. 

City and street trees can improve physical 
and mental health, are important in social 
integration and can mitigate the effects of 
temperature rises - something that hit home 
during the pandemic, he said. 

"All these benefits are mainly provided by 
big mature trees so we need to make sure that 
what we are planting today will get to that stage 
where they can provide all those benefits for 
future generations," he told BBC News. 

The researchers used the Global Urban 
Tree Inventory - a database recording more 
than 4,000 different trees and shrubs planted in 
164 cities in 78 countries - to assess the likely 
impact of global warming on the trees planted 
along streets and in parks. 

Of the 164 cities analysed, more than half of 
tree species are already at risk in some cities 
due to rising temperatures and changes in 

rainfall. Furthermore, by 2050, this proportion is 
predicted to rise to more than two-thirds. 

Climate risk for species in urban areas is 
particularly high in cities in tropical regions, and 
in vulnerable countries such as India, Niger, 
Nigeria and Togo. 

In the UK, the researchers looked at five 

cities: Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, London and 
York.  They found that drier weather under 
climate change is expected to have a big impact 
on trees, particularly in York, London and 
Birmingham. 

The research is published in the journal, 
Nature Climate Change. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Norwich Company Responds to Tree-Felling Fears 
 

As reported by Norwich Evening News 
 

OME construction company McCarthy Stone has allayed fears over tree-felling in 
connection with a retirement housing scheme on the edge of Norwich.  The company has 
been creating a three-phase retirement development in Bluebell Road near Newmarket 

Road. 
However, there have been 

concerns raised by Eaton folk and 
Liberal Democrats councillor 
Caroline Ackroyd over potential 
tree-felling at the site. 

The city council has recently imposed a 
blanket tree preservation order (TPO) across all 
trees on the site and McCarthy Stone has said it 
is now looking to revise its scheme with the aim 
to retain trees "wherever possible and suitable".  

A spokesman for the company said: "On the 
live phase three application, McCarthy Stone 

are proactively working with the 
planning authority to address 
concerns surrounding potential tree-
felling.  

"McCarthy Stone has recently 
met the Norwich City Council 
planning officer, arboriculture officer 
and landscape officer on site to 
discuss the tree strategy at the 
phase three site and will strive to 
meet an acceptable solution." 

C 
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HS2 Wins Route-Length High Court Injunction 
 

By Claire Marshall & Malcolm Prior, BBC Rural Affairs Team 
  

S2 LTD has been granted an "extensive" injunction along the length of the high-speed 
line from London to Crewe to help tackle unlawful protests. The order makes going onto 
HS2 land without permission or disrupting work a potential contempt of court - the 

offence of ignoring a judge's ruling. It will not only apply to identified protestors but to "persons 
unknown".  

HS2 welcomed the court 
judgement and said it was "not 
intended to stop legitimate 
protest". 

A High Court judge sitting at Birmingham's 
Civil Justice Centre, Mr Justice Julian Knowles, 
said the injunction struck "a fair balance 
between the rights of the individual protestors 
and the general right and interests of HS2 and 
others who are being affected by the protests, 
including the national economy." 

Legal experts say this court order is one of 
the most far-reaching of its kind in English legal 
history.  Opponents have argued it will stifle 
peaceful opposition and even hamper 
ecologists who need access to monitor the 
build. Protests against the line have cost an 
estimated £122 million. 

Mr Justice Knowles took more than four 
months to consider almost 8,000 pages of 
evidence, including plans, statements and 
maps. 

The order covers a range of scenarios, 
including people "interfering with" access to the 
land or "delaying or hindering" any HS2 work. 

Mr Justice Knowles said he was "satisfied 
that there has been significant violence, 
criminality and sometimes risk to the life of the 
activists, HS2 staff and contractors." 

He added that, while he had "anxiously 
considered the geographical extent of the 
injunction along the whole of the HS2 route", he 
had decided that "such an extensive injunction 
is appropriate." 

He said he had studied the land plans and 
found that "they are clear, detailed and precise. 
I reject any suggestion that they are unclear. 
They clearly show the land to which the 
injunction… will apply.  "I am satisfied that the 
trespass and nuisance will continue, unless 
restrained, and that the risk is both real and 
imminent." 

Breaking the injunction would be a contempt 
of court, which can lead to jail. An HS2 
spokesperson said it would not be used to stop 
law-abiding protestors and said: "As Mr Justice 
Knowles makes clear, this injunction will not, 
and is not intended to, stop legitimate protest. 

"Instead, we hope the injunction will prevent 
the violence, intimidation, and criminal damage 
these protests have frequently caused, harming 
the HS2 project and those working on it, and 
costing the UK taxpayer millions of pounds." 

Ricardo Gama from the law firm Leigh Day 
said it was "definitely one of the biggest" 
injunctions ever sought. He said the only 
comparable case was the injunction used to 
evict the Insulate Britain protestors, which 
applied across the whole of the strategic road 
network. 

"It criminalises a future action in a much 
more clear-cut and draconian way than the 
criminal law does," said Mr Gama. "If there is a 

criminal offence, then there are safeguards in 
legislation and case law about what the offence 
constitutes and what the defence might be." 

Anti-HS2 activist Mark Keir said there had 
been "no justice" and called the awarding of the 
injunction "a democracy-crippling decision" that 
was "deeply worrying". 

Legal documents submitted to the court 
argued that: "Given the extent of the HS2 Land, 
the term has a clear chilling effect on all forms 
of protest against HS2. 

"Some HS2 land passes through high-
density urban areas with multiple roads and 
public highways... It also covers woodland and 
other areas with public access and public rights 
of way." 

"Most of HS2 land is not subject to any 
physical demarcation or barrier ... 
Notwithstanding the 283 pages of maps which 
have been produced, the breadth scope and 
complexity of the land subject to the proposed 
injunction is such that it is in practical terms not 
possible for persons to reliably ascertain the 
scope of the injunction." 

The HS2 line passes through the Chiltern 
hills, where there are over 2,000 miles 
(3,219km) of footpaths. According to the 
Chiltern Society, many have had to be diverted 
because of the construction, and there is a 
concern that walkers could mistakenly break the 
injunction and commit a criminal offence.  

Keith Hoffmeister, a society volunteer said: 
"There is a danger that they set off on a nice 
walk across the countryside and start walking 
across a footpath that they might not even be 
aware is crossing HS2 land. 

"If they strayed off that footpath there is the 
potential for them to be committing a criminal 
offence - and likewise with the footpath 
maintenance volunteers who may be straying 
offline in order to cutback hedges. They could 

easily stray off the footpath and again be 
prosecuted by HS2 for trespassing." 

Matthew Stanton, head of planning and 
advocacy at Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust, 
said he was also worried volunteers and staff 
monitoring the impact of HS2's work on wildlife 
and their habitats might inadvertently find 
themselves wandering onto private land and 
falling foul of the injunction, if it were applied too 
strictly. 

He said: "We are concerned about the 
impact the injunction will have on people's ability 
to monitor the work HS2 is doing in terms of 
ecological impact and that's because we have 
already had experiences where people feel 
intimidated going near HS2 land and we are 
concerned that security staff of HS2 will feel 
even more emboldened with such an injunction 
behind them. 

"It's one thing trying to stop people having 
illegal camps on HS2 land but, if that is what 
HS2 wants, then just have an injunction that 
says that - don't have a catch-all injunction that 
basically means they can threaten to imprison 
anyone who even slightly affects their 
operations." 

HS2 was originally meant to connect 
London with Birmingham, Manchester and 
Leeds. Work has already started on the first 
phase, linking London and the West Midlands. 
The next section will extend the line to Crewe. 
The final phase was to take HS2 to Manchester 
and Leeds. But the Leeds leg is being scrapped. 

The government says HS2 will cut 
Birmingham to London journey times from one 
hour 21 minutes, down to 52 minutes. 

The London and Birmingham leg was due to 
open at the end of 2026., but this is now 
expected between 2029 and 2033. The second 
phase was due to open in 2032-33, but has 
been pushed back to 2035-2040. 
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Drought Threatens UK Government’s 
Mass Forestry Scheme

 

An article by Helena Horton The Guardian’s Environment Reporter 
 

HE UK government’s tree planting scheme is at risk because of the drought, the chief 
plant health officer has warned. Arid conditions have caused heat stress in the young 
saplings and caused them to become susceptible to disease, Nicola Spence said at the 

world’s first international plant health conference, held in London last month. 

Last year, the government said it 
would treble tree cover before the 
next general election in 2024, with 
mass forestry schemes around the 
country. This aim was to help 
increase biodiversity, capture 
carbon and make landscapes more 
resilient to flooding and drought. 

However, this year’s record dry conditions 
have put this at risk, with many trees planted 
unable to take the strain. 

“You can clearly see the impact on trees in 
our countryside,” Spence said, adding: “I am 
very concerned about trees that have been 
newly planted as part of our government’s 
initiative to triple the amount of tree planting. So 
I think we’re going to have to look carefully at 
the establishment of those trees in particular.” 

Diseases and pests affecting UK trees 
include the oak processionary moth, ash 
dieback and chestnut blight. 

The threat to the tree planting scheme is 
concerning as the previous environment 
secretary, George Eustice, announced it as a 
“central pillar” of the government’s net zero plan. 

At present, there is an aim to plant 7,000 
hectares of woodland a year by May 2024. 

The climate crisis is causing certain pests to 
thrive as well as making plants more susceptible 
to disease, as changing weather patterns make 

them weaker and so more likely to be affected 
by pests. This can damage crop yields; recent 
examples include the bacterial disease Xylella 
fastidiosa wiping out whole olive groves in 
continental Europe. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) of the United Nations estimates that each 
year, up to 40% of global crop production is lost 
to plant pests and diseases, costing the global 
economy more than £194bn, while invasive 
insects cause losses of at least £70bn. 

Those at the conference said that reducing 
pesticides by using nature recovery schemes 
was paramount for food security. This is 
because reducing pesticide use and 
encouraging biodiversity helps foster a healthy 
predatory insect population, which in turn feeds 
on many pests. 

The government in England is currently 
planning to pay farmers to take part in nature 

recovery schemes called integrated pest 
management, where they do just this under the 
new subsidies programme which is due to 
replace the EU’s basic payment scheme. 
However, there are fears that the Liz Truss 
administration plans to roll these schemes back. 

Spence urged the government to keep this 
scheme on track, adding: “Integrated pest 
management is globally a very important tool. In 
terms of the UK’s situation, it is something that 
has to be part of our toolkit for future pest 
management.” 

Due to global heating, gardeners in the UK 
are increasingly opting for more Mediterranean 
plants, including olive trees, as they can 
withstand arid conditions. However, this trend 
could put the country at risk of Xylella fastidiosa, 
which can also wipe out popular herbs such as 
rosemary, many garden plants and some fruit 
crops. It can affect 600 different popular plant 
species. 

Spence said Xylella is one of the “main 
horrors” for plant scientists because it spreads 
so quickly and has so many host plants. She 
said olives are a particular concern: “People 
always say why worry about olive, we don’t grow 
it here. Well actually there is a lot of demand for 
it. You see them outside restaurants or planted 
in gardens and they will survive in the UK.” 

She added, however, that the olive tree 
trade is strictly regulated. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

New Domestic Tree Seed Production Grant 
 

OMESTIC tree seed production is to be ramped up with new Government funding 
announced on Thursday 22 September. The £1.2m Seed Sourcing Grant will boost 
domestic tree seed production, create green jobs, help meet the increased demand for 

trees and achieve our ambitious net zero targets. 
The grant is designed to enhance the 

quantity, quality and diversity of tree seed 
sources in England. Most tree seed planted in 
the UK is of British origin, but evidence suggests 
that British seed sources may struggle to meet 
future demand across all species and there are 
known to be global shortages of tree seed. The 
grant will boost domestic tree seed production 
and support green jobs, helping meet the 
increased demand for trees and achieve our 
ambitious tree planting targets. 

The Government has re-committed to its net 
zero targets, and new woodland and tree 
planting will contribute to those. The Seed 
Sourcing Grant will help to ensure the 
availability of planting stock to meet domestic 

tree planting needs. 
The grant also aims to improve the diversity 

of England’s seed supply, for example by 
increasing the range of species and 
provenances available. This will be crucial for 
creating diverse and resilient woodlands, which 
are better able to adapt to future climate 
conditions as well as emerging pests and 
diseases. 

Richard Stanford, Forestry Commission 
Chief Executive, said “Seed sourcing is an 
essential part of tree production and one that 
can sometimes be overlooked. As planting rates 
increase, so too will the demand for tree seed. 

“This funding will give a vital boost to 
domestic tree seed production, helping to create 

diverse and thus resilient woodlands across our 
country. This will both help meet our ambitious 
tree planting targets and ensure the resilience of 
woodlands so they can thrive in the uncertain 
future.” 

The Seed Sourcing Grant will also reduce 
the need to buy seed from the international 
market, lowering the risk of importing harmful 
pests and pathogens. 

The announcement came as the world’s 
leading authorities on plant health and 
biosecurity came together for the world’s first 
ever International Plant Health Conference to 
address current and future plant health 
challenges - including facilitating safe trade and 
new pest and disease pathways, such as e-
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commerce. 
Nicola Spence, UK Chief Plant Health 

Officer, said “Plant health and biosecurity are 
fundamental to life on Earth and ensuring their 
continued health and vitality will be critical to a 
thriving natural environment for future 
generations. 

“By increasing and diversifying England’s 
seed supply, this grant is crucial to help lower 
the risk of importing harmful pest and diseases 
by reducing the need to buy seed internationally 
and will create diverse and resilient woodlands 
which will be better adapted to future threats.” 

Eligible activities for the grant include: 

• Management of existing seed stands – the 
groups of trees in the landscape from which 
seed is collected – to ensure they are 
productive for seed collectors. 

• Desk studies and field studies to identify and 
bring additional seed stands onto the National 
Register of Basic material. 

• Planning and planting of new seed stands. 
• Planning and planting of new seed orchards 

which are planted using seed or clonal 
material from known parents outside of the 
natural landscape in an area convenient for 
seed collectors. 

• Some activities will take time to implement, 

and so multi-year funding will be available up 
until March 2025. 

The grant aims to attract a broad range of 
applicants, including both organisations already 
involved in these activities and those who have 
not previously considered seed sourcing. 

To apply now, visit the dedicated page on 
gov.uk. Closing date for applications is Sunday 
13 November 2022. The Forestry Commission 
will host a webinar on Tuesday 11 October 2022 
to help with the application process. Sign up to 
the webinar here. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Switching to Renewable Energy 
Could Save Trillions - Study 

 

By Jonah Fisher, BBC Environment Correspondent 

 
WITCHING from fossil fuels to renewable energy could save the world as much as $12tn 
(£10.2tn) by 2050, an Oxford University study says.  The report said it was wrong and 
pessimistic to claim that moving quickly towards cleaner energy sources was expensive. 

Gas prices have soared on mounting concerns over energy supplies, but the researchers say that 
going green now makes economic sense because of the falling cost of renewables. 

"Even if you're a climate denier, 
you should be on board with what 
we're advocating," Prof Doyne 
Farmer from the Institute for New 
Economic Thinking at the Oxford 
Martin School told BBC News. 

"Our central conclusion is that we should go 
full speed ahead with the green energy 
transition because it's going to save us money," 
he said. 

The report's findings are based on looking 
at historic price data for renewables and fossil 
fuels and then modelling how they're likely to 
change in the future. 

The data for fossil fuels goes from 2020 
back more than 100 years and shows that after 
accounting for inflation, and market volatility, the 
price hasn't changed much. 

Renewables have only been around for a 
few decades, so there's less data. But in that 
time continual improvements in technology have 
meant the cost of solar and wind power have 
fallen rapidly, at a rate approaching 10% a year. 

The report's expectation that the price of 
renewables will continue to fall is based on 
"probabilistic" modelling, using data on how 
massive investment and economies of scale 
have made other similar technologies cheaper. 

"Our latest research shows scaling-up key 
green technologies will continue to drive their 
costs down, and the faster we go, the more we 
will save," says Dr Rupert Way, the report's lead 
author from the Smith School of Enterprise and 
the Environment. 

Wind and solar are already the cheapest 

option for new power projects, but questions 
remain over how to best store power and 
balance the grid when the changes in the 
weather leads to fall in renewable output. 

Back in 2019 Philip Hammond, then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer wrote to the prime 
minister to say that the cost of reaching net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 in the UK 
would be more than £1tn. This report says the 
likely costs have been over-estimated and have 
deterred investment. 

It also says predictions by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) that the cost of keeping global 

temperatures rises under 2 degrees would 
correspond to a loss of GDP by 2050 were too 
pessimistic. The transition to renewables was, it 
says, likely to turn out to be a "net economic 
benefit". 

The research has been published in the 
journal Joule and is a collaboration between the 
Institute for New Economic Thinking at the 
Oxford Martin School, the Oxford Martin 
Programme on the Post-Carbon Transition, the 
Smith School of Enterprise & Environment at the 
University of Oxford, and SoDa Labs at Monash 
University. 
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Gran Abuelo in Chile Could Be 
World’s Oldest Living Tree 

 

An article by John Bartlett published on www.theguardian.com 

 
N a secluded valley in southern Chile, a lone alerce tree stands above the canopy of an 
ancient forest.  Green shoots sprout from the crevices in its thick, dark trunks, huddled like 
the pipes of a great cathedral organ, and water streams down its lichen-streaked bark on to 

the forest floor from bulbous knots in the wood. 

“It was like a waterfall of green, 
a great presence before me,” 
remembers the climate scientist 
Jonathan Barichivich, 41, of the 
first time he encountered the Gran 
Abuelo, or “great-grandfather”, tree 
as a child.  

Barichivich grew up in Alerce Costero 
national park, 500 miles south of the capital, 
Santiago. It is home to hundreds of alerces, 
Fitzroya cupressoides, slow-growing conifers 
native to the cold, wet valleys of the southern 
Andes. 

“I never thought about how old the Gran 
Abuelo could be,” he said. “Records don’t really 
interest me.” However, Barichivich’s ground 
breaking study has shown the 30m giant could 
be the world’s oldest living tree. 

In January 2020, he visited the Gran Abuelo 
with his mentor and friend, the dendro-
chronologist Antonio Lara, to take a core sample 
from the trunk.  They were able to reach only 
40% into the tree as its centre is likely to be 
rotten, making a complete core unattainable. 
Yet that sample yielded a finding of about 2,400 
years. 

Undeterred, Barichivich set about devising a 
model that could estimate the Gran Abuelo’s 
age. Taking the known ages of other alerces in 
the forest and factoring in climate and natural 
variation, he calibrated a model that simulated a 
range of possible ages, producing an 
astounding estimate of 5,484 years old. 

That would make it more than six centuries 
senior to Methuselah, a bristlecone pine in 
eastern California recognised as the world’s 
oldest non-clonal tree – a plant that does not 
share a common root system. Some clonal trees 
live longer, such as Norway’s Old Tjikko, 
thought to be 9,558 years old. 

Barichivich believes there is an 80% chance 
the tree has lived for more than 5,000 years, but 
some colleagues have poured scorn on the 
findings. They assert that complete, countable 
tree ring cores are the only true way of 
determining age. 

The climate scientist hopes to publish his 
research early next year. He will continue to 
refine his model but waves away the 
“colonialism” present in the field. 

“Some colleagues are sceptical and cannot 
understand why we have revealed the finding 
before formally publishing it,” he said. “But this 
is post-normal science. We have very little time 
to act – we cannot wait one or two years, it could 
already be too late.” 

Barichivich believes ancient trees may help 
experts understand how forests interact with the 
climate. 

“The Gran Abuelo isn’t just old, it’s a time 

capsule with a message about the future,” he 
said. “We have a 5,000-year record of life in this 
tree alone, and we can see the response of an 
ancient being to the changes we have made to 
the planet.” 

In January, Barichivich, who works at the 
Laboratory for Climate and Environment 
Sciences and Environment in Paris, won a 
€1.5m European Research Council starting 
grant he describes as the “holy grail” for a 
scientist. 

He has embarked on a five-year project to 
assess the future capacity of forests to capture 
carbon, hoping to add tree ring data from 
thousands of sites around the world into climate 
simulations for the first time. 

More than a third of the planet’s vegetated 
surface is covered by forests, capturing carbon 
dioxide during photosynthesis, but current 
models are only able to make estimates for 20 
or 30 years into the future. 

By adding data for xylogenesis, the 
formation of wood, Barichivich believes he could 
provide 100-year predictions for climate change 
and revolutionise our ability to understand and 
mitigate its effects. “If tree rings are a book, then 
for 40 years everyone’s just been looking at the 
cover,” he said. 

In an office surrounded by varnished 
samples, fragile cores and wood shavings, 
Barichivich’s mentor Antonio Lara, 66, has 
spent his career working to reconstruct 
temperature, precipitation and watershed levels 
throughout history. 

Lara, a professor at the Faculty of Forest 
Sciences and Natural Resources at Chile’s 
Austral University in the southern city of 
Valdivia, has been able to prove that alerces can 
absorb carbon from the atmosphere and trap it 

for between 1,500 and 2,000 years in standing 
dead trees. Buried alerce trunks can hold 
carbon for more than 4,000 years. 

He has also pinpointed exact climatic 
events by translating tree rings into numbers, 
which can then be read like a barcode. “The 
great-grandfather tree is a miracle for three 
reasons. That it grew, that it survived, and then 
that it was found by Jonathan’s grandfather,” 
Lara said. 

In the mid-1940s, Barichivich’s grandfather, 
Aníbal Henríquez, arrived from the southern city 
of Lautaro to work for the forestry companies 
felling the lahuan, as the alerces are known in 
the Indigenous language Mapudungun, his 
native tongue. He went on to become the park’s 
first warden, but many giant alerce trees had 
already fallen victim to loggers before Chile 
made it illegal to cut them down in 1976. 

Alerce shingle was used as currency by 
local populations throughout the 1700s and 
1800s and the wood was commonly used in 
construction. The famous Unesco-protected 
wooden churches on the island of Chiloé are 
built from alerce trunks. 

Henríquez happened upon Gran Abuelo 
while out on a patrol in the early 1970s. Although 
he was reluctant to disclose the find at first, word 
soon got out and people began to arrive: now, 
more than 10,000 tourists trek down to the small 
wooden viewing platform next to the tree each 
summer. 

Other alerces in the valley fell victim to 
loggers or forest fires, leaving the gnarled tree 
standing alone. “Bit by bit, the tree is dying,” said 
Marcelo Delgado, Barichivich’s cousin who 
works in the park as one of five full-time rangers. 
“People jump down from the platform to peel off 
bark to take as a souvenir.” 

Footfall around the base of the tree has also 
damaged the thin layer of bark on its roots, 
affecting nutrient uptake. After 29 other trees 
were vandalised by tourists, Chile’s national 
forestry corporation, which manages the 
country’s national parks, closed the trail 
indefinitely. 

Barichivich hopes that by showing that Gran 
Abuelo is the world’s oldest tree, he could raise 
the alarm about the urgency with which we must 
protect the natural world. While the scope of his 
research is far broader, Barichivich insists the 
national park in which he grew up is where he 
belongs. 

When he was eight years old, his 
grandfather disappeared on a routine patrol out 
in the snow. His body was found two days later. 
Another uncle, also a park ranger, later died in 
the park. 

“It seems like it’s a family tradition,” 
Barichivich said. “The same fate probably 
awaits me, dying with my boots on out in the 
forest. But first I want to unlock its secrets.” 
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Fracking Ban Lifted, Government Announces 
 

By Esme Stallard, BBC News Climate and Science 
 

RACKING can go ahead in England, the government said last month, lifting a ban on the 
controversial process.  A moratorium was put in place in 2019 following concerns over 
earth tremors, but with the energy crisis worsening globally and world leaders scrambling 

to secure energy supplies, the question has been reopened. 

The decision comes alongside 
the publication of a new scientific 
review into the practice by the 
British Geological Survey (BGS). 
The BGS has concluded there is 
still a limited understanding of the 
impacts of such drilling - a way of 
mining gas and oil from shale rock. 

"In light of (Russian President Vladimir) 
Putin's illegal invasion of Ukraine and 
weaponisation of energy, strengthening our 
energy security is an absolute priority", 
Business and Energy Secretary Jacob Rees-
Mogg said in a statement announcing the end of 
the ban. 

Fracking in the UK has been a controversial 
subject within local communities and amongst 
MPs due to its association with minor 
earthquakes.  In 2019, at oil and gas exploration 
company Cuadrilla's fracking site in Lancashire, 
more than 120 tremors were recorded - 
although most were too small to be felt. 

Alongside the announcement last month, 
the government published a new review, 
commissioned in April, from the BGS which 
considers any changes to the science around 
the practice.  On the risk of larger tremors from 
fracking the report concludes: "Forecasting the 
occurrence of large earthquakes… remains a 
scientific challenge for the geoscience 
community." 

Within shale rock there can be small faults 
and areas of stress. During drilling, water is 
injected into the rock to extract the gas. The 
water lubricates the shale rock, moving parts of 
the rock along these faults. This movement can 
trigger a tremor. 

The BGS points out that although there has 
been progress in identifying these faults there is 
limited exploration and therefore "it is not 
possible to identify all faults that could host 
earthquakes with magnitudes of up to 3…even 
with the best available data". 

"The BGS report indicates that in terms of 
the science, little has changed since the 2019 
moratorium on fracking," said Honorary Profess-
or Andrew Aplin, at Durham University Earth 
Sciences Department. He was not involved in 
the review.  This worries campaigners and 
locals who fought to stop the practice. 

Danny Gross, Friends of the Earth energy 
campaigner, said "Ripping up the rules that 
protect people from fracking would send 
shockwaves through local communities.  This 
announcement suggests that the government is 
planning to throw communities under the bus by 
forcing them to accept 'a higher degree of risk 
and disturbance." 

However, Rees-Mogg said in his statement 
that: "tolerating a higher degree of risk and 
disturbance appears to us (the government) to 
be in the national interest given the circum-
stances." 

The House of Commons on 22 September 

saw heated debate on the issue between Rees-
Mogg and Labour's shadow climate change 
secretary Ed Miliband. 

Rees-Mogg said it was "important" to use all 
available sources of fuel within the UK rather 
than import them, but Milliband said this would 
not lower energy costs and reminded Mr Rees-
Mogg of a 2019 Tory manifesto pledge not to 
support fracking unless it could be done safely. 

Companies involved in fracking including 
Cuadrilla welcomed the lifting of the ban. 
Cuadrilla Chief Executive Officer Francis Egan 
told the BBC News Channel that the first gas 
could be flowing in six months, although that 
would depend on local planning approvals. 

Even with the reversal of the ban, permit 
arrangements still remain very strict. 

Currently if there is any seismic activity at 
fracking sites companies have to proceed with 
caution. And they have to pause activity al-
together if there is a tremor over 0.5 magnitude.  
The BGS says that earthquakes can only be felt 
at a measurement of 2.0 - which is thirty times 
stronger than this. 

Chris Hopkinson, chief executive officer for 
UK gas and oil exploration company IGas 
Energy, told BBC's Newsnight programme 
earlier this week that this was a lot stricter than 
the requirements for other sectors, saying: "We 
just want to play on a level playing field." 

Rees-Mogg told Newsnight that the level of 
seismic activity would be reviewed, but said it 

was too early to confirm what that new level 
would be. 

The Scottish and Welsh governments 
continue to oppose fracking, and say they will 
not use their powers to grant drilling licences. 

F 

Justin Rowlatt, BBC Climate Editor, 
commented “Some of the criticisms of 
fracking don't make much sense.   

“Critics say chasing the methane 
trapped in ancient shale rocks will prove 
too difficult and expensive to ever be 
profitable.  That is no reason to keep the 
moratorium. Companies should be free 
to decide whether they think it is worth 
doing or not.  Or how about the claim 
local communities will never allow it? 
Surely, they should decide. 

“The important question is whether 
we need this new source of fossil fuels 
at all.  We know any additional carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere adds to the 
problem of climate change. 

“What is more, fracking won't affect 
the price you pay for your energy. 

“That's because the frackers - just 
like the oil and gas companies in the 
North Sea - will sell whatever gas they 
produce to the highest bidder, as INEOS 
made clear when I spoke to the 
company.” 
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Seeing the Unseen: Birth and Death of 
Tree Roots Under a Future Atmosphere 

 

By University of Birmingham 
 

NCREASED carbon dioxide in the atmosphere causes trees to put more resource into 
developing root systems below ground. This flow of extra carbon below ground is an 
important, and often overlooked, way in which the natural world will respond to ongoing and 

future greenhouse gas emissions. 

In a new study, led by the 
Universities of Birmingham, UK, 
and Bergen, Norway, researchers 
have shown that atmospheric CO2 
pumped into a mature forest at 
levels predicted to be the norm by 
2050 will cause trees to produce 
more and longer roots. 

The research, published in Science of the 
Total Environment, was carried out in the Free-
Air CO2 Enrichment (FACE) facility, operated by 
the Birmingham Institute of Forest Research 
(BIFoR). It complements earlier research which 
shows the same trees will increase their rate of 
photosynthesis by up to a third under elevated 
CO2 conditions. 

BIFoR FACE is a "sci-fi" forest, representing 
one third of the world's largest experiment 
investigating the effect of global change on 
nature. It forms a giant "ecosystem-o-scope" 
with sister facilities near Sydney, in Australia, 
and Manaus, in the Amazon. In each of these 
facilities, extra CO2 is introduced, bringing the 
air to what is predicted to be the norm globally 
by 2050. To maintain the naturalness of the 
forest, the CO2-rich air is added using an 
"invisible curtain" approach without roof or walls. 

In the study, a research team gathered 
thousands of images of tiny tree roots, 

sometimes less than a millimetre wide, 
assembled over two years in the BIFoR FACE 
forest. These images were used to build a 
mathematical picture of the birth, growth, and 
death, of roots in an oak forest. Some images 
were taken of the roots in place, using a high-
res camera sent under the forest floor in a set of 
long Perspex tubes. Other images were from 
roots painstakingly teased out of cores of soil 
extracted from the experiment. 

Professor Iain Johnston, who led the study 
from Birmingham and then Bergen, explained, 
"It's obviously hard to view these processes 
going on beneath the ground. But a combination 
of innovative engineering and careful field and 
lab work from our team have helped us shed 
new light on this behaviour and on how 
confident we can be in our findings." 

Mathematical modelling and data analysis 
of the images, carried out at BIFoR and at the 
University of Bergen, concluded that more and 
longer roots appear beneath the trees growing 
in the high carbon dioxide atmosphere. 

Representing the closely-knit team of four 
women scientists who carried out the fieldwork 
and mathematical analysis, Birmingham 
researcher Clare Ziegler said, "This work 
represents a great deal of collaboration, from 
student volunteers to the BIFoR leadership 
team. The researchers echoed this collaborative 
spirit, using our individual strengths in 

environmental science, biosciences, and 
mathematical modelling to gain an under-
standing that was greater than the sum of its 
parts, and would not have been possible with a 
single-disciplinary approach." 

The results support other evidence that 
trees do, and may continue to, provide limited 
protection against fossil-fuel derived increases 
in carbon dioxide and, hence, climate change, 
by absorbing and storing the carbon. Although 
this is by no means enough protection to 
significantly offset our emissions. 

Colleague and researcher Angeliki 
Kourmouli said, "We usually take soil for 
granted, but it forms a crucial part of many 
ecosystems and plays a significant role in 
carbon storage. Understanding what goes on 
below ground when the forest experiences not 
only increased CO2, but also the additional 
stresses of climate change such as extreme 
weather, gives us really important insights into 
what we can expect in the future." 

Professor Rob MacKenzie, founding 
Director of BIFoR, added, "Now we have hard 
evidence that the extra carbon is being used, in 
part, to help the trees explore the nutrient-rich 
world beneath them. I'm tempted to say that the 
roots live long and prosper under the future 
atmosphere, but it will take more years of careful 
observation to be sure that is indeed the case."

I 
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Tree Preservation Orders and 
Conservation Area News 

 
  

Broadland Tree Preservation Orders Served, Confirmed and Revoked 
TPO No Address Served Trees Protected Status 

2022 No 11 Land rear of 14 Norwich Road, Strumpshaw 21/09/2022 A1 various species Provisional 

 
 

Current Works to Trees Subject to a Tree Preservation Order and  
Section 211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 

App No Address Cat Species / Requested Works Decision 

20191982 
Bircham Centre, Market Place, 
Reepham 

211 T1 & T2 holly – fell. 31/12/2019 

20201760 
Land West of Abbey Farm Commercial 
Park, Church St, Horsham St Faith 

TPO 
G1 5 x ash and sycamore and G19 1 x verge tree - full details 
provided within the attached cover letter. 

21/09/2020 

20220220 
The Hollies, 43 Waterloo Road, 
Hainford 

TPO 
T1 & T2 species unknown – fell.                                                                                                                                        
T3 species unknown - remove dead overhanging branches. 

Appeal 
lodged 

20220625 
The Norwich Golf Club,                      
Drayton High Road, Hellesdon 

TPO T1 spruce - 4m height reduction. from 14m to 10m. 13/04/2022 

20221042 
2 Ronald Brown Drive,                    
Little Plumstead 

TPO 
Leyland cypress - approx height 30m and width 20m. Reduce 
height by 15m and width by 10m. 

Refused 

20221144 
The Old Barn, 2 Upper Street, 
Salhouse 

211 
T1 Acacia - height 6m. Remove, grind and replant with more 
suitable species. 

Withdrawn 

20221163 
Station Yard, Kerris Farmhouse Pine, 
Station Road, Reepham 

TPO 

T1 English oak - heavy ivy growth that has been severed at base. 
Stem decay on southern lower trunk with good occlusion. Reduce 
northern aspect of crown by to clear building by 2m and raise 
canopy to provide 4m clearance above ground level.                      
T2, T4, T5 & T6 ash - Fell and replace. 

Approved 

20221189 48 Keys Drive, Wroxham TPO 

T1 beech - Remove lowest branch 4m up facing south back to the 
main stem. Remove two large pieces of deadwood overhanging 
drive located 5.5m and 7.5m high back to the main stem.             
T2 ash - current height approx 14m and spread 8.8m. Remove 
lowest branch 6.5m up facing south back to main stem. Reduce all 
branches amongst canopy overhanging number 48 back by 3.5m. 
T3 oak - approx height 14m and spread 9.1m.  Heavily reduce all 
branches amongst canopy overhanging number 48 back by 5m.                                                                                            
T4 oak - cut first lateral branch over garage 5m up growing toward 
house back to the main stem. Remove smaller branch which 
hangs lowest over garage back to its union 6m up.                       
T5 elm - fell t and leave the trunk 1.3m high (height of the fence). 
T6 elm – dead and within falling distance of garden and garage. 
Fell and leave trunk 3m high as a monolith.                                   
T7 pine - remove lowest dead branch 4m high over garden back to 
the main stem.                                                                                  
T8 oak - sever through ivy all the way around the trunk. Cutting out 
a section between 120cm to 140cm above ground level. 

Split 
decision 

20221207 2 Market Hill, Foulsham 211 
T1 and T2 holly - approx 6m wide and 7m high. Reduce width and 
height by 1-2m. To reduce shading in the small back garden of 2 
Market Hill and also reduce overhang into garden. 

Approved 

20221215 
The Red House, 54 Taverham Road, 
Drayton 

TPO 

T1 oak - substantial brown heart rot to upper stem and limbs 
weakening structural integrity. Reduce crown by 2.5m to prevent 
failure of major limbs. Finished height 12m crown radius 4m.       
T2 oak - overhanging road and bee hives. Previously suffered limb 
failure due to overweighted limbs over highway. Reduce crown 
spread only on selected overweighted limbs by 1.5m to suitable 
growth points on south and east over road. No height reduction.  
Finished crown radius 6.5m 

Approved 

20221230 71 Hall Lane, Drayton TPO 
Prunus - approx 5m diameter. Reduce to 4.5m but only on 
southern side. 

Approved 

20221251 
232 Plumstead Road East,        
Thorpe St Andrew 

TPO Dead elms – remove. Approved 
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20221253 
Waytes House, Church Street, 
Horsham St Faith 

211 

T1 Picea – fell.                                                                                   
T2 Ailanthus altissima & T3 Acer pseusoplatanus – approx 10m 
tall. Reduce by 2m.                                                                            
T4 Chamaecyparis lawsoniana – approx 4m tall. Reduce by 1.5m. 

27/07/2022 

20221260 
Brightside, 4 Staitheway Road, 
Wroxham 

211 

T1 maple - height 7.5m and width 3.4m. Reduce back to previous 
points (approx 1.5m) to create a smaller neater shape which is 
less intrusive in the garden.                                                           
T2 maple - height 8m and width 8m. Remove tree or pollard at 
3.5m. Client is happy to discuss and agree with tree officer during 
his visit. Client feels tree is too big for the garden. 

Approved 

20221263 
Land adjacent to 29 Kevill Davis Drive, 
Little Plumstead 

TPO 
London plane - spread 6m and height 16m. Reduce crown by 6m 
and spread by 3.5m to produce a smaller pollard for long-term 
management as tree is too big for its location. 

Approved 

20221268 
Land to south of Salhouse Road, 
Sprowston 

TPO 

T11 oak, T12 Monterey cypress & T13 red cedar - crown lift and 
reduce lateral canopy. All three trees will have any major dead 
wood removed from the canopy. The crown should be raised or 
lifted by removing small low lateral limbs and by reducing branch 
endings to suitable secondary growing points to achieve an even 
height of approximately 4m above ground level. Southern crown 
radii should be reduced and reshaped sympathetically by no more 
than 2m, retaining a "natural" crown habit for the species wherever 
possible reducing back to suitable secondary growing points.                                                                                              
A group of sycamore trees is present in close proximity to plot 1 
(Figure 4). One stem from south-eastern edge of group to be 
removed as it greatly overhangs garden of plot 1. Remaining trees 
in the group trees to have their lateral branches reduced by 2-3m 
where they extend southwards towards plot 1. 

Approved 

20221270 10 The Avenue, Wroxham TPO T1 beech - 12m high and 7m wide. Fell. 04/08/2022 

20221271 8 & 12 Oxcroft, Acle TPO 
G2 1 x cherry, 2 x hornbeam - raise branches to no higher than top 
of fence (2m) and reduce eastern branches back from an 
overhang of 4m to 2m. 

Approved 

20221280 20 Millgate, Aylsham 211 T1 holly – fell. Approved 

20221281 Heydon Hall, The Street, Heydon 211 

T1 oak, T2 twin-stemmed sycamore, T3 & T5 sycamore - Fell. T4 
& T6 yew and T7 dead oak - fell.                                                       
T8 Portuguese laurel - large banks of overgrown laurel bushes, 
low value, effecting the overall view of landscape, casting heavy 
shade. To be cleared, including roots. Replanting - the area is 
already populated with a good mix of mature species, where 
possible we propose to replant with young oak, beech, yew, with 
an aim not to compromise the views looking out to the avenues 
and over the ha-ha. 

Withdrawn 

20221286 
Robinswood, 4 The Avenue, 
Wroxham 

TPO 

T1 beech – fell.                                                                                
T2 beech - reduce and balance crown. Crown radius at present to 
the south and east is approx 7.5m. Propose a 2.5m tip reduction to 
south and east only to help balance crown profile. This would 
leave a 5m radius at these co-ordinates. 

08/08/2022 

20221291 
The Old School House, 28A Church 
Lane, Wroxham 

211 Himalayan birch - fell and replant. Approved 

20221295 
Land to rear of 29 Morgans Way, 
Hevingham 

TPO Oak – reduce 09/08/2022 

20221306 7 Oaklands Close, Halvergate 311 
Ash x 2 - approx height 20-25m. Reduce by 10m.                         
Willow - approx height 20-25m. Reduce by 8m. 

Approved 

20221307 11 Orchard Close, Acle TPO 
T1, T2 and T3 pine- thin canopy by 30% to reduce pigeon fouling, 
needle dropping and shading pine. 

16/08/2022 

20221313 
Lakeside, Haveringland Hall Park, 
Haveringland 

TPO 

T1-T6 row of large poplars close to high voltage power lines. 
Reduce overhang back to trunk and reduce height by approx 5m. 
Start height approx 25m finish 20m. Overhang spread approx 6m 
finish 0m. Area is being transformed into a picnic site. 

12/08/2022 

20221318 
Charles House, Beech Avenue, 
Taverham 

TPO 

T16 maple - crown lift to 3.5m and crown thin by 25%. Request for 
branches surrounding the streetlamp to be thinned to increase light 
penetration and avoid damage to the lamp.                                         
T14 oak - approx spread 7m. Crown lift to 3.5m. Request a 
reduction of limbs up to a maximum of 2.5m from the ground floor 
of the house. A similar reduction of limbs on the far side of the tree 
would allow the natural crown shape to be maintained. The trunk 
of the oak tree is 5.9m from the house. 

16/08/2022 

20221327 42 Station Road, Foulsham 211 Ash – dieback.  Fell. 12/08/2022 
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20221332 
Keys Hill Lodge, 55 Keys Drive, 
Wroxham 

211 

T30-34 sycamores - fell 4 out of 5 sycamores located in grouping 
on northern boundary.                                                                       
T44 oak - remove poor quality overhanging branch.                   
T27 sycamore - remove branch overhang to house ridge level.                                                                                            
T25, 26 & 28 yews - selectively thin by up to 20% to improve light 
and airflow throughout. Additionally, trees T25 & 26 – reduce 
spread to ensure clearance to house of at least 1.5m.                  
S1 bay - thin multiple stemmed mature shrub by approx 20%.    
T20 sycamore - remove failing north limb back to main trunk due to 
signs of distress throughout this limb including a number of dead 
branches, poor leaf coverage and snapped leader. Remove any 
further branches identified during works.                                     
T38 sycamore - remove failing north limb back to main trunk at 
approx 1.5m elevation due to poor condition of limb and notable 
bark inclusions at trunk. Lift remaining crown to 3m above ridge 
height of adjacent building.                                                            
T6 lime - lift crown to 2m above ridge height of adjacent building. 

Approved 

 

20221337 School House, The Street, Oulton 211 

Quercus ilex - trim circumference of crown by 1m to preserve 
health and wellbeing of tree. Current height 15m and spread 17m. 
Pine x 2 - 8m in height. Remove to ground level.                          
Conifer - approx 8m in height. Reduce height by approx 4m. 

Approved 

20221340 Heydon Hall, The Street, Heydon TPO 

T1 London plane - prune and give a 3-4m clearance to front 
window gable. Raise curtilage by feathering back circumference up 
to height of the gutter on front of hall. Raise low branches away 
from brick to give a clearance of approx 4-5m. 

Approved 

20221343 75 Mill Lane, Aylsham TPO 

T1 Scots pine - reduce weighted laterals on house side by approx 
1.5 to 2.5m to leave approx 6 to 8m, to include all laterals on bias 
side of canopy.                                                                                           
T2 Scots pine - reduce weighted limb over driveway by approx 5 to 
6m to leave approx 6 to 8m. 

Approved 

20221344 216 Saint Faiths Road, Old Catton 211 

Portuguese laurel - approx 4-4.5m. Reduction up to but no more 
than 1m on all sides.                                                                       
Holly - approx 5-6m. Formative prune and removal of vine down to 
the lower limbs.                                                                            
Yew - approx 4.5-5.5m in height and 4.5-5.5m in diameter. Prune 
and shape to balance canopy up to 1.5m in places.                        
3 x Conifers - removal to ground level. 

Approved 

20221347 
2 Rookery Cottages, Tunstall Road, 
Halvergate, 

211 Leylandii, holly and elderberry – remove. Approved 

20221349 
The Aylsham Manor, 5/5a Norwich 
Road, Aylsham 

211 T1 beech – fell. Approved 

20221351 10 Saint Michaels Close, Aylsham TPO 
T1 silver birch - crown reduction and reshape. Approx height 20m 
reduce to 15m. Width approx 7m reduce to 5.25m. 

17/08/2022 

20221360 Oakhill Wood, Oakhill, Brundall TPO 
T1 sycamore – 10m tall and 1.0m dbh.  Remove lowest branch 
overhanging garden of 8 Oakhill. 

18/08/2022 

20221364 
The Crew House, 7 Staitheway Road, 
Wroxham 

211 Acer – remove. Approved 

20221369 
Malan House, 1 Barnby Road, 
Badersfield 

TPO T91 Lawson cypress - fell. 22/08/2022 

20221377 17 Mill Lane, Aylsham TPO Silver birch – fell. 
Split 

decision 

20221385 
The Manor House, Church Street, Old 
Catton 

211 

T1 magnolia and T2 Acer - crown reduction. Height from 8.5m to 
6.5m and spread from 6m to 4.5m.                                                
T3 elm - showing signs of Dutch Elm Disease.  Fell.                       
T4 yew - excessively shading side of house. Reduce height from 
7.5m to 3.5m and spread from 5.5m to 3.5m. 

Approved 

20221388 
Sir George Morse Park, Morse 
Pavilion, Laundry Lane,              
Thorpe St Andrew 

TPO 
T1 oak in corner of service yard. Overhanging neighbours’ 
property and reducing the light. 

24/08/2022 

20221389 49 South Walsham Road, Acle TPO 

T1 beech - crown lift to 3.5m over garden and grass verge. 
Remove epicormic growth up to 4m. Crown lift over highway up to 
5m if required Reduce low limb growing towards entrance of 
property to provide adequate visibility when exiting drive 

24/08/2022 

20221396 125 Drayton High Road, Drayton TPO 

G1 Scots pine - remove ivy allow for re-inspection. Deadwood. 
Crown raise to 5m over highway for vehicular clearance.                                                                         
2 x pine - reduce over extended lateral limbs over highway back to 
pruning points as per annotated photographs provided to alleviate 
end weight on weak unions. 

25/08/2022 
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20221397 
Mulberry House, 27 The Avenue, 
Wroxham 

211 T1 laurel – fell. Approved 

20221399 
The Hollies, 43 Waterloo Road, 
Hainford 

TPO 
T1 Hornbeam and T3 Leyland cypress - fell.                                 
T2 holly - approx height 12m. Trim by 4m.  

30/08/2022 

20221401 19 Colkett Drive, Old Catton TPO 
T1 beech - remove deadwood and reduce height from 18m to 16m 
and spread from 7m to 5m.                                                            
T2 oak - remove deadwood and crown lift to 2.3m. 

26/08/2022 

20221403 329 Saint Faiths Road, Old Catton TPO 

Mature oak - remove larger deadwood. Raise lower hanging 
branches to give 5.5m clearance. Remove split and hanging 
branch and adjacent branch with lesion in lower crown to south-
west (over 30mph sign). Tip reduce branches growing on limb at 
6.5m from ground level to the north-west (toward house). Tip-
reduce these branches back to alternative growth points removing 
approximately 3m to 3.5m leaving a crown radius of 6.5 to 7mm.   

26/08/2022 

20221408 
Huckleberry House, 8B South Avenue, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

211 T1 horse chestnut and T2 dead elm - fell. Approved 

20221409 Oak House, 17 High Street, Cawston 211 

Quercus rubra - approx 18m height and 20m width. Lift canopy to 
6m to give clearance over buildings. Thin crown by 25% removing 
crossed and suppressed branches and deadwood. Reduce heavy 
over-extending limbs by 1.5m away from courtyard area and by 1m 
from chimneys. Remove 3m stub and tidy two previous stub cuts. 

30/08/2022 

20221413 Trees, 3 Banningham Road, Aylsham 211 Japanese flowering cherry - fell & grind stump. Approved 

20221414 The Oaks, 1 Church Lane, Wroxham TPO Sycamore - approx 6-7m tall. Reduce to 3m. 29/08/2022 

20221415 
Brackens, 38 Nightingale Drive, 
Taverham 

TPO 
Beech - approx 10m in height and 3m wide. Reduce overhanging 
branches by no more than 2m. 

20/09/2022 

20221418 
The Old Barn,2 Upper Street, 
Salhouse 

211 
T1 Acacia - 6m tall. Reduce crown by up to 1.5m for rouge ends 
and crown raise to 2.5m. 

Approved 

20221420 
Wherry Court, 149 Yarmouth Road, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

TPO Larch – dead.  Remove. Approved 

20221421 55 Charles Close, Wroxham 211 Remove dead tee and re-plant Approved 

20221423 
Richmond Court, Yarmouth Road, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

211 

T1 golden conifer - 6m height. Remove due to resident complaints 
and proximity to building.                                                                  
T2 sycamore - 13m height & 4m width. Reduce branches back 
from building to create a 2m clearance.                                         
T3 hornbeam - 15m height & 5.2m width.  Reduce crown to create 
a 3-4m clearance.                                                                          
T4 copper beech - 14m height & 6m width. Raise crown to 2-2.5m. 
Shape to neat structure by reducing rouge branches by 1.5m.      
T5 holm oak - 14m height & 5m width.  Raise crown to 3m to 
reduce overhang into garden by 1.5-2m due to complaints.                
T6 laurel - 5m height & 6m width. Reduce crown by 2.5m to ensure 
clearance from building. 

Approved 

20221424 
Lantern Cottage, 23 High Street, 
Coltishall 

211 T1 willow - reduce crown by up to 3m from 8m to 5m. 30/08/2022 

20221428 
Laurel Cottage, 12 The Street, 
Coltishall 

2`11 

T1 ornamental plum - reduce to previous cuts, approx 2m from 5m 
to 3m in height & 1.3m from the sides 3.5m to 2.2m.                      
T2 plum - reduce by 1.5m in height from 4.5m to 3m & 1.5m from 
sides 3.5m to 2m. 

31/08/2022 

20221437 41 Oakdale Road, Brundall TPO 

G1 sycamore shelterbelt – southern radial spread of 7.5-8m to be 
reduced to around 5m in order to alleviate end loading of 
branches, bias and excessive shading to garden. Crown lift to 6m.                                                                                            
T2 sycamore - fell with small, dead stem immediately to west. 

02/09/2022 

20221442 5 Copeman Road, Little Plumstead TPO 
T1 cherry - fell.                                                                                   
T2 & T3 cherry - height 8m approx. Crown reduction of approx 2m 
using drop crotch technique.  

02/09/2022 

20221445 The Cottage, 4 The Street, Burgh 211 

Beech - 5m from house approx 3m from The Street. Branches 
need clearing from telephone lines.                                                        
Walnut - approx 14m high. Reduce height by 5-6m and laterals by 
1-2m and shape tree approx 8m from garage.                                  
Walnut - remove dead wood. 

05/09/2022 

20221447 2 South Walk, Thorpe End 211 G1 4 x ash & T1 Norway spruce - fell. 05/09/2022 

20221455 7 Colkett Drive, Old Catton TPO T1 silver birch - fell and remove stump due to dramatic decline. 06/09/2022 

20221464 The Old Chapel, The Street, Oulton 211 

T1 sycamore - height 17m. Remove epicormic growth up to 4m to 
primary union.                                                                                
T2 walnut - height 15m. 2m reduction overall. 3m reduction to 
western corn to reduce loading. 10% thin, crown clean. Lift to 3m 
leaving lateral scaffolding. 

07/09/2022 
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20221465 
Tanglewood, 25 South Avenue, 
Thorpe St Andrew 

211 

T1 holly, G2 laurel, T3 cherry, G4 2 x holly, G5 3 x spruce and G6 
2 x Lawson cypress – fell.                                                                 
G7 3 x laurel growing into surrounding trees - reduce to coppice 
stools/low pollards at around 1m to be managed as understory 
trees. Current height 5-6m.  

07/09/2022 

20210472 
1 Havergate, Horstead With 
Stanninghall 

211 

T2 oak – deadwood crown and remove crossing and suppressed 
branches. Raise lower branches over access road and scheme 
access on south and west to allow ground clearance of 4m.educe 
lower branch tips to north to allow a 2m clearance of bin store. 

08/09/2022 

20221474 
Cypress House, 25 Staitheway Road, 
Wroxham 

211 
T1-T2 conifers - height 10m. Crown raise to 3.5-4.0m.                  
T3 conifer – fell. 

08/09/2022 

20221475 Shedagee, Beech Avenue, Taverham, TPO Sycamore - crown raise to approx 4m to allow vehicle access. 08/09/2022 

20221480 
Woodlands, 12 Staitheway Road, 
Wroxham 

211 
T1 cypress, T2 large conifer & T4 cherry – fell.                                                   
T3 reduce (or remove completely) height of conifer hedge to rear 
of the garden by between 1.8 and 3.0m back to original height.  

12/09/2022 

20221493 
Greenacres, 27 Church Lane, Burgh-
next-Aylsham 

211 
T3 white mulberry - cut back to previous pruning points.                        
T19 black mulberry - cut back approx 1.5m to previous pruning 
points & reshape. 

07/09/2022 

20221494 The Dell, 42 Wood Lane, Burgh 211 4 large conifers – fell. 07/09/2022 

20221508 
Bircham Centre, Market Place, 
Reepham 

211 T1 holly – fell. 07/09/2022 

20221512 2 Vicarage Road, Salhouse 211 T1 Leylandii - 12m high. Remove to 6m pole. 16/09/2022 

20221514 272 Fakenham Road, Taverham TPO T1 cherry and T2 cypress - remove. 20/09/2022 

20221517 20 Millgate, Aylsham 211 T1 holly – remove. 14/09/2022 

20221519 
Spinney Acres, 7 Ringland Road, 
Taverham 

TPO One oak tree and one walnut tree. Both require complete removal. 21/09/2022 

20221523 Braemar, 11 Lower Street, Salhouse 211 

Copper beech - 9m height, 6.5m width. Crown raise to 5.2m over 
highway edge and 2.4m over footpath. Crown reduce over 
highway by 1.5m, crown reduce height by 2.0m and crown reduce 
by 2.0-2.5m toward thatched property. Reduce rouge ends by 
approx 1.5m on garden and driveway side to re-shape. 

20/09/2022 

20221528 19 Hautbois Road, Badersfield TPO Cherry – fell. 22/09/2022 

20221534 
Wherry House, 300 Saint Faiths Road, 
Old Catton 

TPO Beech – remove. 23/09/2022 

20221535 75 Mill Lane, Aylsham TPO T1 Scots pine – fell. 23/09/2022 

 

Explanatory Notes: 

1) App No is the unique Broadland District Council Planning Application number allocated to the application to carry out work and is the number by 
which progress of the application may be traced.  Any comment, objection, support or request for information should quote this number. 

2)  Address is the address to which the application for work relates.  In other words, it is the address where the trees for which the application is made 
are located.  

3) Cat (ie Category) denotes the type of application.  TPO = works to trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order; or 
                                                                             211 = Section 211 Notifications for Works to Trees Within Conservation Areas 

4)   Species / Requested Works is the species of the tree(s) concerned and details of the work proposed.  A reference such as T1, T2 or G1 may also 
appear and that is simply a reference to the tree(s) on the TPO, Conservation Order or simply on the application. 

5) Decision is either the actual decision or the date on which the application was received by Broadland District Council. 

6) This list is not intended to be a definitive list of all the relevant details.  The reader should always refer to the specific application on the Broadland 
District Council “Planning Explorer” at https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx to view the application or 
read the Council’s decision. 

 

 
 
 
 
“Paddington.” 
“Yes Ma’am” 
“Do you think you could take us to Prince Philip?  
I’m feeling extremely tired now.” 
“Of course Your Majesty.  This way.” 

https://secure.broadland.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx

