REEDHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on Monday 8th May 2017
At Reedham Village Hall 

Present - Councillors D Hale (Chairman), C Ward (Vice Chair), D Rushbrook, I Case, A Thompson, K Patterson, P Bilverstone, J Lester, S Pittam, R Grattan and J Ball.   
County Councillor Iles and District Councillor Nurden and the Parish Clerk C Dickson.    
Also present C Bradbury Reedham Community Association Chairman.

5 members of the public were present.  Council meeting commenced at 7.00 pm
1.17)  Apologies for Absence

None received.
2.17)  Minutes of  2016 Annual Parish Meeting

It was proposed by Cllr Rushbrook and seconded by Cllr Patterson that the minutes from 2nd May 2016 be accepted as a true record.  The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Parish.  Cllrs Hale, Thompson, Bilverstone and Ward agreed, and Cllrs Case, Lester, Pittam and Grattan abstained.

3.17)  Parish Council Chairman’s Report
There has been a high turnover of Councillors this year but mainly due to house moves.  Thanks were given to all Councillors who have left and welcome given to all the new members.  Brenda Hoskins left as Clerk and has been replaced by Claudia Dickson, who has had a busy few months dealing with Councillor turnover.  Following comments from the auditors she has also earmarked reserves for various village projects which we hope will address these concerns.
Several of the Parish Council meeting dates were rearranged after reservations were expressed about holding meetings on Bank Holidays.

Talks have been ongoing trying to reinstate the footpath from the river to the corner of Station Road.  Please be patient with this as we cannot proceed without the correct permissions.  Thanks go to Pat Bagshaw and her team raising awareness to support us and for raising funds.

Broadland District Council and consultants Ingham Pinnock are aiming to help the village and need co-operation and support.

The churchyard grass cutting has changed contractor which we hope will work better.

Thanks go to Paul for his work on the allotments, Ian for the website, Mary Blanche for the riverside tubs, and Barbara Greenwood for looking after the war memorials, and our litter pickers who make Reedham a pleasant place to live.  Chris Bradbury is also thanked for his continued reports on the play equipment.

Congratulations to Brian Iles on his re-election and continued help to the village, especially his work on the footpath.

Lastly thanks to Grant Nurden for keeping us up to date on the workings at Broadland DC.

4.17) Norfolk County Council Report

County Councillor Iles reported that the opening of the remaining section of the A11 has transformed access to the County and down the A11 and along the A14 to Cambridge has now become a technology corridor.  It has been slowed somewhat by our lack of a skilled work force.  Acle Academy has signed up to recommending Appreticeships to its pupils. 
Norfolk County Council has had continuing problems with Children’s services, 3 new chiefs this year alone.  The problem seems to be poor middle management but the new chief seems to be getting behind this and has been recognised by Ofstead as moving in the right direction.

Following the May elections control of the Council has moved from the Rainbow Alliance to the Conservatives with an overall majority of 1. All old debts from Children’s Services and Adult Social Care were cleared in the last budget, before the election, and they will not be allowed to overspend in future.  Regular, comprehensive accounts will be required.
The building of the NDR is running to plan but has suffered extra costs largely due to the railway’s insistence on piling around certain stretches of the line.

Reedham has had particular problems during the year, some flooding and highways issues, including the usual holes in the road.  We still have to resolve the issue with the retaining wall on Riverside but this will involve the Broads Authority.  The big issue recently has been the question of the Permissive Path across the land owned by Chris Mutten.  We have the beginnings of an agreement but this will take several months to finalise.

5.17)  Broadland District Council Report

District Councillor Nurden reported that the Devolution deal dominated during the last year and believed Norfolk & Suffolk should have taken the opportunity. BDC increased its share of the Council Tax by £5 per annum.  The recycling rate in Broadland is the highest in Norfolk at 50%. The food waste collection service is being expanded across the district.  Broadland achieved White Ribbon Status for the work it does in combating domestic violence
6-17)  Reedham Community Association
Mr Bradbury gave a summary of the Reedham Community Association AGM report (see attached). 

7-17)
Parish Council Accounts
Presented by the Clerk.  A report showing Income & Expenditure for 2017 was presented to the meeting.  Receipts were £17,290.36 including the precept of £14,451 and £875 raised for the permissive path. Payments were £14,623.34. The closing bank balance was £28,411.79, and the Allotment account balance is £1,222.66.

8-17)  Freethorpe First Responders Report

Read by the Clerk on behalf of Margaret Ditcham.  There are 9 volunteers but only 8 available presently due to ill health.  New volunteers will soon be required.  144 calls have been attended by the group, 48 in Reedham.  The group continues to check the defibrillator on Riverside providing the consumables when necessary.  Junior First Aid Training is given in the 3 local schools to year 6 pupils, looking to the Responders of the future.
9-17) Reedham Church & School
None offered.
10-17)  Tree Warden Report
Presented by Councillor Lester.  Changes in staffing at BDC have meant a temporary hiatus in the tree planting scheme.  The tree wardening programme is back up and running and trees and shrubs are expected to be available again this autumn.  New TPOs were declared on several trees along New Road.  Hedge planting at the churchyard undertaken in 2016 has been successful the second time round (the cattle in the adjacent field helped themselves last time).
Full copies of all of the above reports are attached and can be viewed through the Clerk.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 7.40 pm.

Signed………………………………........................                       Date……………………………….
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