REEDHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 2nd December 2019 

in Reedham Village Hall 

Present - Councillors D Hale (Chair), P Bagshaw, D Rushbrook, Cllr S Pittam, Cllr R Holt, R Jenkins, M Edge, T Rednall, C Willimott and C Mutten. Parish Clerk C Dickson, DCllr G Nurden, CCllr B Iles and Mr Chris Bradbury. 7 members of the public were present.  The Council meeting commenced at 7.30 pm.
1-11) Councillor Co-Options

The Council currently has 3 vacancies, with another expected to be confirmed on the 3rd December. The Council received 4 applications with 3 applicants in attendance at the meeting.  The Council resolved to co-opt the 3 applicants that were in attendance.  The 4th applicant will be informed that the Council would prefer to meet her before co-opting her on to the Council.
Thomas Rednall, Claire Willimott and Chris Mutten signed declaration of acceptance forms and joined the Council.

2-12) Apologies for Absence

None.
3-12) Declarations of Interest on the Agenda

Cllr Mutten: permissive footpath (if it is to be discussed).
Cllr Pittam: Public Right of Way (if it is to be discussed).

4-12)  Minutes of Previous Meetings
Cllr Rushbrook proposed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on the 4th November be accepted as a true record, Cllr Holt seconded, and the Council agreed, with 5 abstentions.  The minutes were signed by Cllr Hale as Chair of the meeting.
5-12)  Matters Arising

The Clerk showed the meeting an email from Paul Sellick, NCC Highways, detailing the road resurfacing programme in Reedham in 2020.  This includes Station Road, The Hills, Riverside, and Holly Farm Road.  The specific dates have not yet been determined but should be between April and September.
Cllr Hale wrote to Greater Anglia regarding the Station car park raising concerns that although there is a designated blue badge bay a sign in a different part of the car park indicates you first have to register the blue badge.  No mention of this is made at the payment machine.  And secondly there is no provision for a drop off or collection point and asked what the procedure for this is.
Public Participation
County Councillor Brian Iles: due to Purdah there is not much to report. The last full Council meeting voted for a programme for planting 1 million trees over the next 5 years. County Farms held their annual meeting that included an award to an 18 year old who is their youngest tenant farmer.  He started off with 4 acres and now has 40, farming sheep.

A member of the public queried if anything was being done about Low Common. CCllr Iles stated it is in hand.

A member of the public queried why the grups had not been cleared yet as they have usually been done by this time of year.

 District Councillor Grant Nurden:  due to the period of Purdah there is little to be reported tonight. 
Agreement on the GNLP has not yet been announced.  At the last Place Shaping Panel in November it was hoped the consultation will start by March 2020.
At the Council meeting on the 7th November the Enviroment Action Plan and Policy Statement was adopted.  This will ensure that the Council works proactively towards reducing carbon emissions towards net zero.

The Council also adopted the Council Tax Good Practice Protocol which will enable a stronger working relationship with its residents and outside agencies - such as Citizens Advice and debt collectors.

Also adopted at the meeting was a Joint Commercialisation Strategy where a joined-up approach will be taken to deliver services to our residents more effectively and efficiently. At the same time the Council wants to ensure that the community and users receive value for money.

Copies of all policies can be found on the Broadland District Council website.

Chairman of the Village Hall Committee Chris Bradbury gave the following report: there were no issues with play equipment safety inspection for December. The November Cash Bingo jackpot was not won so the jackpot now stands at £260 in 51 numbers or less.  Bingo this month is on the 16th December.  On Wednesday 11th December there is a Christmas Quiz Night at 7.30pm, a maximum of 6 people per team. On the 20th and 21st December, at 7pm, Reedham Village Hall Stage School will perform on stage with “A Christmas Spectacular”. The next film showing is on 11th January 2020, “Downton Abbey”.  We are lucky to get this as there are only a limited number of DVD showing this film before the release date.  The Christmas Fayre last month was very well attended, and the children had a chance to see Father Christmas.
Public
Several members of the public reiterated their objections to the Sanderson’s development.  It was suggested the Parish Council request the BA Planning Committee have a site visit before making a decision.

A member of the public reported that the Give Way sign into Halvergate, past Mill Corner, has been knocked over and 3 accidents have happened since.  The Clerk will report.
A member of the public reported the theft of a key safe in Station Road at the weekend.
Cllr Rushbrook reported back from the Community Association AGM: thanks were given to the Parish Council for the grass cutting, which has been a good standard this year; payment has not been received from the bottle bank recycling credits.  

Cllr Rushbrook suggested the Parish Council become a member of the Community Association.  The Clerk will investigate.

6-12) Planning Applications

a) BA/2018/0359/FUL - demolition of shed, erect timber clad boat workshop, 3 residential dwellings, car park, flood defence wall and landscaping at Sanderson Marine Craft Ltd, Riverside - amended/additional documents received.  The Council noted the amended plans with improved footpath provision. It was resolved by a majority, with 1 vote against and 1 abstention, that the response to the application would be the Council acknowledges the inclusion of the footpath along the whole development to Riverside but reiterate their previous objections, and suggest the Planning Committee have a site visit to fully appreciate the concerns of the residents.
b) 20191780 - rear single storey lean-to conservatory at Hey Barn, Church Road, NR13 3TZ.  The Council had no objections.
7-12) Update by the Tree Warden

None received.
The Clerk requested quotes for tree works on the Woodland Walk from 3 companies.  1 declined to tender and 1 did not reply. The Clerk met a third on site but has not received his quote.  Item deferred to the January meeting.

8-12) Update for the Allotments

Cllr Pittam reported that he has not been made aware of any issues.  All the plots have tenants.
The Clerk reported that all bar 2 of the rents have been received.
9-12) To Receive an update from the PCC

The Crib Service is on Sunday 24th December at 4pm.  The Reedham Bell Ringers were awarded 1st place for the Rounds Striking Competition at South Walsham.   They are also taking requests for sponsored rings.
A noticeboard as part of the village improvements from BDC is to be placed in the Churchyard.

10-12) Police Statistics

PC Kennedy sent the following report: there were 6 recorded crimes in Reedham between 1st October and 30th November 2019: 1 criminal damage to the public toilet on School Hill; 1 public order offence at The Ship; 1 burglary at The Havaker; 1 assault at Joseph House; 1 assault at the Vikings Social Club; and, 1 theft on Church Road.

11-12) To Discuss Updates on the Following

a) 2nd Limpenhoe Turning

Paul Sellick, NCC Highways, informed the Clerk that there is an order on their contractors system for the drainage works but is awaiting a slot in the programme schedule and a road closure date. 
b) Speed Sensor

The sensor was on Station Road/Drive in November. The 85% centile speed was 33.9mph (33.6mph last time in that location).  
c) War Memorial Fence
The Land Registry search confirmed that the triangle of land including the War Memorials is not registered.  Cllr Edge proposed the Council proceed with registering and claiming ownership of the land, Cllr Bagshaw seconded, and all agreed.
12-12)  Correspondence Received

The Clerk informed the Council of several pieces of correspondence she had received:
· A letter from a parishioner regarding the Permissive Path and Public Right of Way (see below) was read to the meeting.  Several meetings have been held between the landowner and the PC but a legal issue has been raised causing a pause in negotiations so there is currently nothing to report.  The previous permissive path was open for 18 years.  The PC will be responsible for the path when it reopens but so will the Community.  BCllr Nurden reminded the Council that the grant offer from Broadland expires at the end of March.
· Norfolk County Council have banned the release of sky lanterns and balloons on their land and property with a formal charter.  It was resolved that the Parish Council would sign up to the charter.
· Details of the Local Electricity Bill were forwarded to the Councillors today.  This will be deferred to the next meeting.
· The ENTUA newsletter.

13-12) Neighbourhood Plan
Funding has been received for the consultants to gather the evidence towards producing the NP.  

The Clerk had a telephone consultation with Government appointed technical support AECOM for them to produce a Housing Needs Assessment.

Cllr Mutten volunteered to be another Parish Council representative on the Neighbourhood Plan Committee.
14-12) Noticeboard

The Council accepted the principal that a new noticeboard on the Hills is needed.  Cllr Hale will investigate whether it is possible to secure a new one to the current fence or if posts are needed, and if so whether fixing them at the current location is allowed. 

The Clerk will co-ordinate with BDC for the styles to be installed on Riverside.

15-12) Waste Bin

Broadland confirmed that Veolia will collect from proposed location (at the end of Low Common at the bottom of the Woodland Walk).  The price would be £3.50 per empty on a weekly schedule, charged annually, however the price is likely to increase in the new financial year.  The Council agreed to the new bin and collection.  The Clerk will see if it is possible to reuse one of the old ones from Riverside.
16-12) Financial Matters

i. Payments presented for approval

The Broads Society - annual membership




£       16.00
Information Commissioner - annual fee




£       40.00

Garden Guardian - grounds maintenance 2019



£  4,188.00

Mr John Self - churchyard grass cutting




£     683.00

C Dickson - salary November 19





£     370.92
HMRC - PAYE & NI November 19





£         9.60
C Dickson - expenses







£       18.20
Total   = 







            £  5,325.72
Cllr Pittam proposed approving the invoices presented, Cllr Rushbrook seconded, and all agreed.
ii. The Council considered the budget proposed by the Clerk and the Chairman (see below).  The budget is for £17,780 but as this would result in an increase of 19% the suggested precept is £15,000 with any shortfall to come from reserves.  This is an increase of 1%.  Cllr Holt proposed accepting the budget, Cllr Pittam seconded, and all agreed.
iii. Cllr Jenkins proposed a budget of £500 for any solicitor’s costs necessary to complete the Permissive Path agreement before the next meeting, Cllr Bagshaw seconded, and the Council agreed, with 1 abstention.

iv. The Clerk detailed the income received and expenditure for the month to 21st November 2019 (see below). This was agreed by the Council.
v. Cllr Hale informed the Council that an agreement was set up between the Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee, when Alan Goodchild was Chairman, for an annual grant to be paid by the Council to the VH to help with insurance and grass cutting.  In 2008 the payment was £1,400.  The Clerk will produce figures for discussion at the next meeting detailing the last few payments and what has not been paid over the past 5 or 6 years.  This will include the bottle bank monies.

17-12) Items for the Next Agenda
Community Association payment and how to take forward

Noticeboard

Public
None.

The Clerk informed the Council she would be taking holiday from Monday 23rd December to Tuesday 31st December.  She will not be checking emails but will answer the phone.

18-12) Time and Date of Next Meeting.

Monday 6th January 2020 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall, unless an additional meeting is called.  The meeting finished at 21:25.
Signed………………………………........................                       Date……………………………….

	INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT  BARCLAYS BANK

	AS AT 21.11.19

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	MONTH
	YEAR TO DATE
	
	
	MONTH
	YEAR TO DATE

	INCOME
	
	
	
	EXPENDITURE
	
	

	PRECEPT
	
	14,812.00
	
	GROUND MAINTENANCE
	
	3,044.54

	GRANT
	5,164.00
	5,164.00
	
	STATY/POST/PHONE ETC
	68.02
	348.49

	TRAINING
	
	
	
	VILLAGE WORK & RSID
	
	469.67

	BANK INTEREST
	
	
	
	PROF/SUBS/TRAINING
	
	229.20

	HMRC VAT
	
	3,594.23
	
	CLERKS SALARY/TAX
	358.41
	3,458.39

	NCC/CIL
	
	
	
	AUDIT & INSURANCE
	
	675.32

	GLASS & MISC
	
	582.00
	
	RECYCLING
	28.20
	84.20

	ADVERTISING
	
	
	
	S106
	
	13,983.83

	ALLOTMENT A/C
	
	
	
	SECTION 137
	
	150.00

	PERMISSIVE PATH
	
	
	
	HMRC/VAT
	13.13
	2,977.00

	GRASS CUTTING
	
	155.85
	
	ROOM HIRE/GRANTS/EXPS
	
	300.80

	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
	
	
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
	
	191.47

	S106
	
	13,983.83
	
	MISCELLANEOUS
	
	40,000.00

	TOTAL
	5,164.00
	38,291.91
	
	TOTAL
	467.76
	65,912.91

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CASH BOOK
	AT 21.11.19
	
	BANK ACCOUNT
	AT 21.11.19
	

	BALANCE CD/FWD
	25,633.35
	
	
	CURRENT ACCOUNT
	30,329.59
	

	INCOME
	5,164.00
	
	
	
	
	

	EXPENDITURE
	-467.76
	
	
	
	30,329.59
	

	
	30,329.59
	
	
	Less unpresented chqs
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Add: unpresented receipt
	
	

	BALANCE
	30,329.59
	
	
	BALANCE
	30,329.59
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ALLOTMENT ACCOUNT

	AS AT 21.11.19

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	MONTH
	YEAR TO DATE
	
	
	MONTH
	YEAR TO DATE

	INCOME
	
	
	
	EXPENDITURE
	
	

	RENT
	100.00
	250.00
	
	MAINTENANCE
	
	65.96

	DEPOSIT
	30.00
	60.00
	
	RENT/DEPOSIT
	
	295.00

	TOTAL
	130.00
	310.00
	
	TOTAL
	0.00
	360.96

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CASH BOOK
	AT 21.11.19
	
	BANK ACCOUNT
	AT 21.11.19

	BLANCE CD/FWD
	1,229.89
	
	
	CURRENT ACCOUNT
	1,317.39
	

	INCOME
	130.00
	
	
	add: unpresented deposit
	42.50
	

	EXPENDITURE
	0.00
	
	
	
	
	

	BALANCE
	1,359.89
	
	
	
	1,359.89
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	BDC PARISH DEPOSIT ACCOUNT

	AS AT 21.11.19

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	INCOME
	
	
	
	EXPENDITURE
	
	

	TRANSFERS
	
	40,000.00
	
	TRANSFERS
	
	

	INTEREST
	
	
	
	BANK CHARGES
	
	

	TOTAL
	0.00
	40,000.00
	
	TOTAL
	0.00
	0.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CASH BOOK
	AT 21.11.19
	
	 ACCOUNT
	AT 21.11.19

	BLANCE B/FWD
	40,000.00
	
	
	BDC ACCOUNT
	40,000.00
	

	INCOME
	0.00
	
	
	
	
	

	EXPENDITURE
	0.00
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BALANCE
	40,000.00
	
	
	
	40,000.00
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Forecast Accounts to 31.3.2019
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Budget & Precept to 31.3.2020
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Actual
	
	
	Actual
	Forecast
	Actual & Forecast
	Budget
	Precept

	31.3.2019
	
	
	7m to 31.10.19
	Est. 5 mths
	31.3.2020
	31.3.2020
	31.3.2021

	£
	
	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	
	Expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3,807 
	Clerk's salary
	
	3,100 
	2,090 
	5,190 
	3,900 
	5,500 

	200 
	External Audit
	
	300 
	
	300 
	200 
	300 

	55 
	Internal Audit
	
	55 
	
	55 
	100 
	60 

	348 
	Insurance
	
	320 
	
	320 
	370 
	370 

	3,638 
	Grass Cutting
	
	3,045 
	3,830 
	6,875 
	5,500 
	7,000 

	178 
	Training/Travel exps
	
	
	
	0 
	300 
	200 

	264 
	Subscriptions
	
	229 
	
	229 
	250 
	250 

	390 
	Office expenses
	
	280 
	200 
	480 
	300 
	500 

	445 
	Village Hall rent
	
	301 
	154 
	454 
	400 
	500 

	30 
	S137
	
	150 
	
	150 
	100 
	200 

	217 
	Village work
	
	470 
	
	470 
	3,500 
	1,000 

	89 
	Glass recycling
	
	56 
	34 
	90 
	100 
	100 

	114 
	Permissive Path
	
	
	
	0 
	15,000 
	

	87 
	Website
	
	
	
	0 
	100 
	100 

	
	Neighbourhood Plan
	
	191 
	
	
	
	

	
	Maintenance Accrual
	
	
	
	0 
	
	2,300 

	
	Election
	
	
	
	0 
	800 
	

	
	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(155)
	Miscellaneous Income
	
	
	
	0 
	(200)
	(200)

	(150)
	Grass Cutting BDC
	
	(156)
	
	(156)
	
	

	(695)
	Recycling credits
	
	(582)
	
	(582)
	(400)
	(400)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8,863
	
	
	7,759 
	6,308 
	13,876 
	30,320 
	17,780 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14,451 
	Precept
	
	14,812 
	
	14,812 
	14,812 
	15,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5,588 
	Surplus / (Deficit)
	
	7,053 
	(6,308)
	936 
	(15,508)
	(2,780)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Band D Properties
	
	
	
	438 
	
	440 

	33.45
	Estimated Band D tax rate
	
	
	
	33.82 
	
	34.09 

	
	% change
	
	
	
	1%
	
	1%

	
	difference (£)
	
	
	
	
	
	0.27 

	
	difference per month (£)
	
	
	
	
	
	0.02 


Dear Claudia

Proposed Permissive Path from FP1 to Station Road

Several Reedham residents have asked me about the ongoing negotiations to get the Permissive Path (PP) opened. Whilst being pleased to hear that some real progress is being made some have expressed concern about safeguarding the longevity of the PP.

It must be remembered that the important word is ‘permissive’ and that just as permission can be granted it can equally be withdrawn at any time. Where a landowner grants a PP on his land and then later withdraws permission there is no financial loss to residents if there has been no expenditure on infrastructure. In the case of the proposed PP in Reedham there is the expenditure of many thousands of pounds on infrastructure which will be lost should permission be withdrawn at any time. Indeed, it is my opinion that any Parish Council that authorises such expenditure without safeguards could be charged with dereliction of its duties.

Surely a minimum initial lifetime for the PP should be negotiated in order to safeguard the amount of public money being spent on this project?

If the Parish Council (PC) is unable to achieve an agreed initial lifetime for the PP of say 20 years surely it would be better to go with the recommendation of Norfolk County Council and seek reinstatement of FP1 on its original route terminating in Station Road. There is presently a ‘last chance’ to achieve this as the number of residents who can give testament to walking FP1 in its entirety are rapidly dwindling.

Should FP1 be reinstated there would still be the opportunity to later negotiate a diversion by way of a new Public Right of Way on the route of the proposed PP.

I am hopeful that the PC will negotiate an agreed lifetime for the proposed PP without further delay for the benefit of residents and visitors to Reedham.

Yours sincerely

David Breeze
Cc’s

David Hale Chairman Reedham Parish Council

Councillor Brian Isles Norfolk County Council

Councillor Grant Nurden Broadland District Council

Lewis Treloar MBE Waterways & Recreation Officer Broads Authority
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